
SAAB Makes A 
Comeback... 
Again

 Ailing SAAB’s road has been a rocky one 
for the past decade with an assortment of ills 
including closings, ownership transfers and 
bankrupcy. But Autoweek’s Natalie Sejnost 
tells SAAB enthusiasts to rejoice: The “Born 
from Jets” automaker has resumed production 
of the 9-3 Aero Sedan in Trollhättan, Sweden 
under a new management banner. Hong Kong 
based National Electric Vehicle Sweden AB 
is breathing new life into the marque and is 
developing a green ePower electric version. 
Charlie Demmy’s report is on Page 5.  q
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The stalwart name badge SAAB isn’t finished 
just yet. NEVS takes over.  — Internet photo

Car Chatter –
2015 Mustang 
Goes Global

 The Pony Car War is heating up. This is 
the Mustang’s 50th anniversary, and Ford 
is marking that milestone with a complete 
redesign. The 2015 model is definitely sleeker 
and lower, and the rear track is 3 inches wider.
 Over the past few years, Chevy’s Camaro 
has outsold Ford’s Mustang, but with a 
redesign for the 2015 Mustang, and a relatively 
unchanged Camaro from 2014, that could 
change. See Charlie’s story on Page 4.  q

Performance stats for the new for 2015 
Mustang show significant improvements 
over the 2014 model. The internet rumor mill 
has it that 2015 GT350 and Shelby GT500 
prototypes are being tested.   — Internet photo
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The Squeal is a monthly publication of
Susquehanna Region, SCCA

Send editorial, scheduling and advertising to:
The Squeal — John Rudy, Editor

3800 Hillcrest Road, Harrisburg, PA 17109 
mail@johnrudy.com

Susquehanna Region’s membership meets 
at 7:30 PM on the fourth Tuesday of each 

month, except December, at Gilligan’s Bar & 
Grill, 987 Eisenhower Blvd, Harrisburg, PA. 
For more information, go to our website at 

www.scca-susq.com

Regional Executive
 Chris Paveglio — 717-664-5495
Assistant Regional Executive
 Henry Brillinger — 717-697-1610
Treasurer
 Alan Lesher — 717-486-4087
Secretary
 Alan Pozner 1yr — 717-343-7708
Directors
 Markus Houser 3yr — 717-495-6742
	 Geoff	Craig	2yr	—	717-367-7853	 	
 Dave Walter 1yr — 717-691-9320 
ASCC Representative
 Markus Houser — 717-495-6742

MARCH 2012

REGION OFFICERS

Kate	Ritter	&	Geoff	Craig	—	Co-chairs
Henry Brillinger — Site Aquisition/Relations
Geoff	Craig	—	Course	and	Grid	Design
Chris Paveglio — Pre-registration
Kate Ritter — Registration
Dennis Cipriany — Safety
Ryan Hetrick — Tech Inspection
Anne Demmy — Timing
Charlie Demmy — Starter
Greg Hagan — Novice Program
Dan Woland — EMT Services
Paul Sciukas — Workers
Markus Houser — Truck & Equip. Manager

AUTOCROSS COMMITTEE

FEBRUARY 2014

From the 
Editor’s 

Desk

Adam Moore & John Roscinski  — Co-chairs
RALLYCROSS COMMITTEE

 With the new year comes an all new 
competition schedule. The Region Eboard 
and Autocross Committee met February 11 to 
carve out event dates from among the limited 
number of available lots.
 Success! This year Susquehanna Region’s 
event calendar is bulging at the seams. We’re 
offering another full 13-event autocross series 
as well as a4-event rallycross series. Going one 
step further, novices will find a mid-season 
drivers school to help them more rapidly get 
up to speed with their competition. Instructors 
will be on hand to help them improve their 
driving skills. We haven’t offered such a school 
for several years.
 In preparation for this year’s events, there 
will be a Club Truck Cleaning/Prep day on 
March 8 (or 16th if too snowy/bad weather) 
from 9am to 3pm. The Prep Day will take place 
at West Chocolate Avenue Storage, 1052 Old 
West Chocolate Avenue, Hershey, PA. All are 
invited to attend this gala event.
 SCCA National’s Solo Events Board 
has made dramatic changes to what has 
traditionally been the Stock category. Tire 
selection will this year permit drivers to elect 
to run in either Stock category with DOT 
R-compound tires or Street category with road 
tires that have a treadwear rating of 140 or 
higher. We will also entertain the regional class, 
Classic American Muscle. For full details you 
should consult SCCA’s 2014 Solo Rules, which 
can be found on the web at http://www.scca.
com/solo/content.cfm?cid=44517  
 Gear up. Our season begins just a month 
from now. We’re hosting Autocrosses #1 & #2 
on March 29 & 30 at Hershey.  q   —  John
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 Regional Executive, Chris 
Paveglio called the meeting to 
order January 28 at 7:30pm at 
Gilligan’s Restaurant.
 The minutes having been 
previously published in the 
Squeal, Dave Walter moved that 
they be approved; Alan Pozner 
seconded and the motion 
passed.
 Treasurer Alan Lesher 
reported on the club finances. 
December had modest income 
and expenses included year-end 
trophies. The treasury remains 
in good shape. Steve Limbert 
moved and Henry Brillinger 
seconded that the treasurers 
report be approved. The motion 
passed.
 Henry Brillinger reported 
that our membership remains 
stable at 286.
 John Rudy reported that the 
January Squeal newsletter is 
in members’ hands. John was 
heartily thanked for a great 
issue. He reminds members 
that he always welcomes 
contributions on any car or club 
related topic.
 Chris P. reported that there 
were no major changes to the 
website but pictures from the 
Holiday party will appear there.
Rallycross committee reported 
that Blue Mountain region is 
having an event next month. 
The rallycross program would 
like some cones (older damaged 
ones) from the autocross 
program. Geoff Craig affirmed 
that they would be available.

 The committee plans to have 
4 rallycross events this year at 
the Farm Show auxiliary lot 
on Elmerton Ave. This was a 
great venue for us and the Farm 
Show staff was happy with 
the way we left the area. The 
club hopes that a good lot and 
a stable location will increase 
participation in the program.
 An autocross committee 
scheduling meeting will be 
held at the home of Anne and 
Charlie Demmy on February 
11th t 7:30. A discussion 
regarding a novice school in 
conjunction with the Central PA 
Porsche Club ensued. A brief 
discussion on classing was held. 
It was agreed to table it for the 
committee meeting in February.
 Awards were given out 
for those who were unable to 
attend the banquet. Angela 
Slocum was awarded the ‘Most 
Sports Car Minded’ trophy 
and Dave Gernert received the 
Hogan award. A discussion 
continued regarding two 
yearly awards that do not 
have permanent trophies (the 
DeHart and the Ladd). It was 
pointed out that money was 
earmarked for them several 
years ago. Alan Pozner moved 
and Henry Brillinger seconded 
that funds be made available 
for the trophies even though 
the original dollar amount has 
increased. The motion passed.
 Chris Paveglio reported that 
pricing for a club timing trailer 
was received from Featherlight 

«  Meeting Minutes  «
that was far beyond our budget. 
Steve Limbert volunteered that 
he has ordered many trailers 
in the past and could assist in 
helping obtain a more budget 
friendly one.
 Geoff Craig moved that in 
the future region trophies no 
longer have the chapter club 
insignias printed on them. Henry 
Brillinger seconded and the 
motion passed.
 During the Good and Welfare 
period a lively discussion of the 
24 Hours of Daytona and the 
new TUSCC ensued.
 The meeting was adjourned at 
8:28pm.  q
    Respectfully submitted,
    Alan Pozner

SCCA 
Recognizes
   Susquehanna Region 
members Pete Bauer and 
Ken Taggart were recently 
honored in SportsCar 
magazine for their 25 
years of continuous SCCA 
membership. Pete’s active 
service began February 3, 
1989. Ken’s service began 
February 24, 1989.
   Also recognized was 
Stephen Hyatt for his 
contribution to SCCA’s 
Volunteer Incentive 
Program. Congratulations! q
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Car Chatter – A Global Pony

 The sixth generation Mustang (production 
code S550) is now a reality. Ford’s all new pony 
will be premiering this year as a 2015 model on 
April 17th at the New York Auto Show. April 
17 is also exactly 50 years to the day that the 
original Mustang made its world debut is that 
same city.
 Based on Ford’s EVOS concept, the car is 
now truly a world vehicle, with plans to be 
introduced in Brazil, China, Africa, Europe, 
and Japan with Canada expected to remain its 
second largest market. This all American icon, 
like McDonald’s and Coke, is finally going 
world wide. The latest edition is still identifiable 
as a Mustang-even down to a galloping pony 
in the grill. Most significant is that the ‘Stang is 
finally getting an independent rear suspension. 
(Going global required it.) However, the Ford 
faithful, particularly the serious racing folks, 
will find a way to put a solid axle in, but it will 
require a lot of work.
 The A-pillars are moved rearward a little 
more than an inch and the hood is slightly 
longer. It is also wider in the rear track, 
increasing by nearly 3 inches. This new pony 
has a larger footprint and aluminum front 

fenders to go along with the aluminum hood.
 The base engine will be a 300 HP, port 
injected 3.7 liter V6, coupled with either a 
6-speed manual or 6-speed automatic and 
paddle shifters. High performance versions 
will have a 5.0 liter turbocharged V8. A 2.0 four 
cylinder is also available with 240 HP.
 Expect to see the new Mustang in Ford 
showrooms sometime this summer—for now as 
a fastback only. Can the convertible be soon to 
follow? Ford says the Mustang convertible will 

share the same genes and has been purposefully 
designed from top to bottom to be a convertible. 
And the all-new Mustang convertible goes 
topless in approximately half the time of the 
current model.
 While Steve McQueen fans in Europe will 
clamor for a V8 option, Ford is betting that 
plenty of enthusiasts want Mustang style and 
authenticity without the V8’s attendant tax 
and fuel bill. According to one Ford source, 
engineering a new four-cylinder for what will be 
a small-volume specialty car in Europe wouldn’t 
make sense. To justify the engineering expense, 
the new engine would need buyers: American 
buyers, in fact.  q —  Charlie Demmy

NEVS is expected to launch a production 
version of the Saab 9-3 ePower, which was 
unveiled nearly two years ago. — hotrod.com photo

— By Charlie Demmy

The strengthened Mustang convertible shares 
the Mustang lineup’s platform.  —  Ford photo

Cover
Story
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SAAB Rolls Again

«  Special Meeting Minutes  «
 An E-Board and Autocross 
Committee Meeting was held 
on Tuesday, February 11 at 
the home of Anne and Charlie 
Demmy. The board thanks them 
for their hospitality.
 The board met primarily 
to establish a schedule for 
autocross and rallycross for the 
2014 season. Based on event 
site availability it was decided 
to hold a full schedule of 14 
autocross events (tentatively 
including a novice school) and 
4 rallycross events. See the 
schedule posted elsewhere in 
this issue.

 A discussion of autocross 
car classing was entertained. 
After various proposals it 
was decided that our region’s 
classing will follow the 
National regulations with 
separate parallel classes for 
Street and Stock classes (9 
Street classes for street tire shod 
cars and 9 Stock classes for 
DOT R-type tire shod cars).
 It was also decided that we 
will host the new regional class 
Classic American Muscle, the 
rules for which are available 
from SCCA National.
 Competitors will be happy 

to hear that the board approved 
the same pricing structure as last 
year. Club calendars containing 
Susquehanna Region’s supple-
mentary regulations will again be 
available to event entrants.
 A discussion of the club truck 
was held. We will meet before the 
beginning of the season for our 
annual truck maintenance session. 
This will be held on March 8 (or 
16th if too snowy/bad weather) 
9am-3pm and all members are 
encouraged to participate. Many 
hands make light work!  q
     Best Regards,
     Alan Pozner

and only one model is in production – the 
9-3 Aero Sedan. The 9-3 Aero is fitted with a 
GM 220 HP 2.0 liter turbo four cylinder. Sales 
will be focused in China with a few held back 
for Swedish customers. A green technology 
electric version will be offered in 2014.
 “I am very proud of the dedication and the 
focus that NEVS management and employees 
have demonstrated over the past year. Swedish 
expertise along with Japanese technology 
around batteries and new light-weight 
materials and our group’s focus on green 
technology is our strength for the future,” said 
Kai Johan Jiang, the founder of Saab’s parent 
company, National Electric Vehicle Sweden.
 It has not been said if the car will 
eventually come to North America, but 
with SAAB we’ve come to learn anything is 
possible.  q —  Charlie Demmy

NEVS is expected to launch a production 
version of the Saab 9-3 ePower, which was 
unveiled nearly two years ago. — hotrod.com photo

  After SAAB was killed by GM and then 
resurrected in 2010 by Spyker Cars, only to be 
put asleep by bankruptcy in December 2011, the 
Trolhattan plant is once more moving cars off 
the assembly line.
 The new owners are the Hong Kong based 
NEVS (National Electric Vehicle Sweden AB), 

— By Charlie Demmy

Cover
Story
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Slippin’ And Slidin’ — By Chris Paveglio

 What snowstorm this year was the one that 
made you decide to get snow tires? You DO have 
snow tires on your car, right? For all our efforts 
to reduce our autocross run times or lap times 
with R compound tires or finding just the right 
temperature with water bottle spraying, I’d hope 
we all consider some good winter tires to keep 
ourselves safe and mobile in snow.
 My new Honda Fit has very poor 3-season 
tires. I found out how bad in mid-December 
when I was “that stuck person” on a very minor 
incline on the road. Traffic ahead of me had 
stopped for another person slipping, and I crept 
uphill and had to stop. I couldn’t get it moving 
again uphill, and had to turn around and go 
home for the day. I decide then it was enough 
and bought the winter tires for my car and my 
wife’s. Since then, snow driving has been no 
problem... except for the electronic nannies.
 My 2013 Fit has the Tire Pressure Monitor 
System. Since I’m diligent about checking tires, 
I figured this extra expense (about $160) wasn’t 
really necessary for my snow tires. The dash light 
would be on, but I’d have no other problems. But! 
Honda’s engineers, or perhaps lawyers, decided 
something different for me.
 The 2013 Fit has Traction Control and Vehicle 
Stability Control, neither of which I’d choose 
if it were an option. When the TPMS sensors 

aren’t working, the vehicle computer goes on 
“full safety” mode, meaning that I can no longer 
disable the traction control/stability control with 
the OFF button! If I need to get some wheel 
spin in snow/ice, I can get just a hint of it before 
engine power is cut. And trying to drive while 
turning through deep snow and getting some 
drift, means the VSA system *really* kicks in and 
kills all engine power until the car is going mostly 
straight. So, I can only hope my snow tires are 
good enough to keep me moving at a slow pace, 
because this car isn’t going to be snow rallying 
any time soon.
 You say “well why not get TPMS sensors”? 
Sure I could, but apparently Japanese cars also 
require a trip to a shop/dealer to “reprogram” the 
TPMS computer. Domestic or European cars will 
learn on their own when tires are swapped.
 “Pulling a fuse” is also not an option, as on 
the Fit the fuse for VSA is the fuse for ABS (a 
good thing to have) as well as other important 
functions. It makes me long for my old no-
computer wagon. (Ahhh, if only it hadn’t been so 
rusty.)
 So, if your tires aren’t ready for old man 
winter, be sure to put snows on and double check 
your car’s electronic situation to know what all is 
interconnected.   q — Chris Paveglio, R.E.

 How safe are you in navigating Winter’s slippery 
snow and ice covered roads? — AAA photo

You can avoid involvement in such scenes with 
proper equipment, attention to road conditions 
and common sense driving.  —  AAA photo
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2014 Region
Event Schedule

Jan. 28 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s
Feb. 25 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s

Mar. 8 Club Truck Cleanup
 25 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s
 29 Autocross #1 - Hersheypark, Large Lot
 30 Autocross #2 - Hersheypark, Large Lot

Apr. 5 RallyCross #1 - Farm Show, Elmerton 
  Avenue Lot
 22 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s

May    16-18 Carlisle Autocross (This event is not
   part of the series - no points)
 27 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s

June 1 Autocross #3 & #4 - Farm Show Lot,
  Double Event Day
 24 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s
 28 Novice School - Hershey, Giant Center
 29 Autocross #5 - Hershey, Giant Center

July 5 RallyCross #2 - Farm Show, Elmerton
  Avenue Lot 
 20 Autocross #6 & #7 - Farm Show Lot,
  Double Event Day
 22 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s
 26 RallyCross #3 - Farm Show, Elmerton
   Avenue Lot

Aug. 3 Autocross #8 & #9 - Farm Show Lot,
  Double Event Day
 26 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s
 31 Autocross #10 & #11 - Farm Show,
  Double Event Day
Sept. 23 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s

Oct. 11 RallyCross #4 - Farm Show, Elmerton
  Avenue Lot 
 25 Autocross #12 - Hersheypark, Large Lot
 26 Autocross #13 - Hersheypark, Large Lot
 28 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s
Nov. 25 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s
Dec. — NO December Membership Meeting
Jan. 17 Year End Banquet, Grantville Holiday

RENT THIS
SPACE

Sponsor Space Available — If you’d 
like to join our sponsorship ranks, we’ll 

make room for you. Contact me at 
mail@johnrudy.com for details. 

            

www.ssc-tint.com/

http://www.windingroad.com/
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Sponsor Space Available — If you’d like to join our sponsorship ranks, 
we’ll make room for you. Contact me at mail@johnrudy.com for details. 

3609 Hartzdale Drive
Camp Hill, PA 17011

Diagnostic & Repair:
Computer Diagnostic Service
Expert Brake Service and Repairs
Air Conditioning Svcs  & Repairs
Diagnose & Repair Chargintg Systems
Diagnose & Repair Driveline
Repair Overheating / Temperature Issues

Wheels & Suspension:
Mounting Tires up to 20”
Dynamic Spin Balancing
Computerized Wheel Alignment
Suspension and Front End Service
Weighting of Race Cars
Custom Alignments tailored for Racing
Custom Suspension Work

Maintenance:
Pennsylvania State Inspection
Certified Pennsylvania Emissions
Regularly Scheduled Factory Maintenance
Complete Tune-ups
Automatic Transmission Flushes
Fuel Injection Cleaning
Cooling System Services
Replace Windshield Wipers
Coolant System Flushes www.autocampusa.com(717) 761-8881

Monday-Friday 8:00am-5:30pm

Tell them

you saw the

ad in SUSQ

SCCA’s Squeal

Newsletter

1560 Old Mountain Road
Wellsville, PA 17365 • (717) 432-4116
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