
Giants Despair 
Hillclimb

 Although the Giants Despair Hillclimb is 
held by a neighboring region, a number of 
Susquehanna Region members participate in 
Pennsylvania Hillclimb Association (PHA) 
events. Northeastern Pennsylvania (NEPA) 
Region operates this event as part of the PHA 
series of events. The challenging 6-turn, 1-mile 
course rises 650’ in elevation. Alan Lesher 
offers his experience and some insight into this 
year’s event. Alan’s story is on Page 4.  q
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Alan Lesher has his STU ‘05 Neon SRT4 
staged to make another run up Giants Despair’s 
twisting mile-long course.   — Pete Sandy photo

RE Stepping Down

 Chris Paveglio is vacating the Region 
Executive post in the middle of his second 
term in that position. Chris has taken a job in 
the State College area. Aside from his duties 
as RE, he also managed the region website 
and for the past ten years had designed the 
annual calendars and year-end championship 
photo awards. He leaves big shoes to fill. Chris 
explains on Page 5.  q

Having energetically served Susquehanna 
Region as R.E. for the past year and a half, Chris 
Paveglio is stepping down.   — John Rudy photo
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The Squeal is a monthly publication of
Susquehanna Region, SCCA

Send editorial, scheduling and advertising to:
The Squeal — John Rudy, Editor

3800 Hillcrest Road, Harrisburg, PA 17109 
mail@johnrudy.com

Susquehanna Region’s membership meets 
at 7:30 PM on the fourth Tuesday of each 

month, except December, at Gilligan’s Bar & 
Grill, 987 Eisenhower Blvd, Harrisburg, PA. 
For more information, go to our website at 

www.scca-susq.com

Regional Executive
 Chris Paveglio — 717-664-5495
Assistant Regional Executive
 Henry Brillinger — 717-697-1610
Treasurer
 Alan Lesher — 717-486-4087
Secretary
 Alan Pozner 1yr — 717-343-7708
Directors
 Markus Houser 3yr — 717-495-6742
	 Geoff	Craig	2yr	—	717-367-7853	 	
 Dave Walter 1yr — 717-691-9320 
ASCC Representative
 Markus Houser — 717-495-6742

MARCH 2012

REGION OFFICERS

Geoff	Craig	—	Chair
Henry Brillinger — Site Aquisition/Relations
Geoff	Craig	—	Course	and	Grid	Design
Chris Paveglio — Pre-registration
Jeremy Utterback — Registration
Dennis Cipriany — Safety
Ryan Hetrick — Tech Inspection
Anne Demmy — Timing
Charlie Demmy — Starter
Greg Hagan — Novice Program
Dan Woland — EMT Services
(Position Open) — Workers
Markus Houser — Truck & Equip. Manager

AUTOCROSS COMMITTEE

JULY 2014

From the 
Editor’s 

Desk

Adam Moore & John Roscinski  — Co-chairs
RALLYCROSS COMMITTEE

 As this issue is being buttoned up we’re 
in the middle of our 2014 competition season. 
Today, Autocrosses #6 and #7 of the season’s 
13 events were run in a double event at the 
Farm Show. Just a week ago, the second 
of four rallycrosses was run, also on Farm 
Show grounds. Competitors in both series 
are vying for season points toward year-end 
class championships. You can expect the 
competition to heat up now as the season 
begins to wind down. Still, with so many 
events yet to run, none of the top runners’ 
positions are secure. We’ll have to wait to see 
how it all shakes out.
 That being said, we’ll have a better idea 
who the top rallycrossers are likely to be 
after next weekend. Rallycross #3 will be run 
Saturday, July 26th, again on the Farm Show’s 
Elmerton Avenue lot. The dust was quite thick 
at our last event, but Farm Show management 
has offered to water down the course if 
conditions warrant. Autocross and rallycross 
events are similarly structured, but different in 
execution, yet we have a few competitors who 
run both series. If competition is in your blood 
it’s hard to stay away.
 The meeting on Tuesday, July 22nd 
will have some important business. With 
Chris Paveglio’s stepping down from the 
RE position, the Executive Board will be 
appointing a replacement to serve as RE for 
the remainder of the year. Chris has done a 
remarkable job for this region well beyond 
the duties of RE. His enthusiasm and support 
of the wellbeing of this club will be missed. 
Chris, I wish you and Amanda all the very 
best in your new endeavor.   q     —  John
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 The Membership Meeting 
held at Gilligans Restaurant in 
Harrisburg on Tuesday, June 
24th was called to order by RE 
Chris Paveglio at 7:30. The May 
meeting minutes as printed 
in The Squeal were approved 
unanimously by the members 
present.
 Alan Lesher gave the 
treasurer’s report prefaced 
by a fabulous poem as is his 
habit. Finances are in good 
shape although there is a net 
loss reported for the month. 
However there is substantial 
autocross income which will 
be reported next month. There 
were also lots of fees prepaid for 
the future. Alan Pozner movred 
and Dave Walter seconded that 
the report be approved. The 
motion passed.
 Membership chair Steve 
Limbert reported that the 
membership number continue 
their slow but steady climb. We 
are now at 343. The National 
membership reporting will be 
changing to a more electronic 
format and that may adjust the 
timing of the monthly reports.
 Another successful issue 
of The Squeal arrived in our 
inboxes again this month. 
Remember that John rudy needs 
a steady supply of member 
written articles to keep the 
publication going.
 Rallycross report – The 
events for July 6th and 26th 
are next on the calendar as DC 
Region adjusted their schedule. 

John Roscinski encourages 
everyone to come out to our 
great site right up the hill from 
the Harrisburg Farm Show. 
Come see what this new and 
growing sport is all about. John 
also showed off an assortment 
of rallycross sticker and 
windshield banners that will 
be on sale at the events. Very 
professional! They would look 
great on your ally-inspired 
Subaru, Mitsubishi, Focus or 
Audi.
 RE Chris reported that we 
have received the free loaner 
helmet from The Helmet Man.
 We had an offer from local 
Fiat to display their cars at our 
events. Although the regular 
Fiat 500 is too tall and narrow 
for autocross, the Abarth 
version is ok and does well. 
Since this is just a display the 
membership approved it.
 There was a discussion of 
the upcoming - and sold out - 
Autocross School.
 Our RE, Chris Paveglio, 
announced his resignation as he 
has accepted a new position at 
State College, PA. He thanked 
the Region for allowing him to 
serve. There was a discussion of 
the transition. Henry Brillinger 
will act as RE until a new one 
can be appointed by the Board 
at our next meeting.
 Henry Brillinger moved 

«  Meeting Minutes  «
and Geoff Craig seconded that 
we adjourn and H. Brillinger 
adjourned the meeting at 
8:085pm. q
    Respectfully submitted,
    Alan Pozner, secretary

SCCA
Milestones
 Two long-term 
Susquehanna Region 
members were recognized 
in the latest issue of 
SportsCar magazine for their 
landmark SCCA membership 
anniversaries.
 Frank Troxell, owner 
of Frank’s Foreign Cars in 
Middletown, Pa., hit the 30-
year mark. Frank’s tenure 
began 7/17/84. 
 Beth “Buffy” Brillinger 
now has 25 years with the 
club. Buffy signed up on 
7/26/89. Congratulations!  q

 Buffy attending an SCCA 
Driver’s School.  — DC Region 
Dec. 1992 Straightpipe photo
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 Giants Despair Hillclimb was held just 
outside of Wilkes-Barre in Laurel Run Borough 
on East Northampton Street. Giants was first 
held in 1906 making this one of the oldest 
automotive speed events in the world!  This 
year’s event took place July 12–13, 2014.
 From the start, the run progresses up a 
slowly rising straight about 1/4 mile. That leads 
into a fast left hander before a short chute and 
brake zone that leads to the “Devils Elbow,” a 
sharply rising hairpin that goes off-camber at 
its crest. Next is a series of ninety-degree turns 
connected by short straights. Then comes “The 
Incline,” a meandering quarter mile stretch 
that rises at twenty- two degrees to the finish.  
While the average rise is about 12%, the finish, 
at 22%, is quite unusual by any standard. It will 
eat horsepower and gearing on all but the most 
powerful race car.  My race car is capable of 
about 150 mph on the flat but only managed 80 
mph at the top of Giants.
 I drove a 2005 Dodge Neon SRT4, which 
some of our region members may know from 
our autocross series were it is sometimes driven 
by Markus Houser.  The other car in the Super 
Touring U class (STU) was a 2004 Mitsubishi 

— By Alan LesherGiants Despair Hillclimb

Evo Mk 8 driven by Pete Sandy. We two drivers 
went back and forth Saturday, improving 
on every attempt. At the end of Saturday’s 
competition, Lesher was ahead of Sandy by 0.586 
seconds.
 On Sunday, Lesher improved a little; Sandy 
improved a lot.  Both drivers were in the 52 
second bracket until Sandy’s last run which was 
a 51.419. This is a new hill record for a somewhat 
new class. Lesher finished with a best time of 
52.924, about 1.5 seconds behind.
 It is important to mention that neither of 
these cars is built to the limit of the class rules 
allowance. The Mitsubishi was not on the best 
tires and the Dodge engine is built with all stock 
internals.  The STU class is the home for turbo 4 
cylinder powered sedans and coupes. They must 
use the factory turbo but everything else is on 
the table. Cams, pistons, electronics, you name it.  
So, there is room for improvement. When built 
out all the way, STU cars should be well into the 
40 second bracket on this hill. I never thought 
I would say it, but, the Neon could use more 
power. Of course, driving better wouldn’t hurt.
  That’s my story and I’m stickin’ to it!  q      
           — Alan Lesher

Pete Sandy’s Mitsubishi Evo 8 took the STU 
class win and set a new Giants Despair chillclimb 
record for the class.   — Mike Vanino photo

 Alan Lesher’s Dodge SRT4. The STU class 
allows modifications beyond those of the current 
hillclimb competitors.   — Pete Sandy photo

Cover
Story
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Registration Open 
for Solo Nationals

 The Solo surf’s up as 1200 Soloist hit the concrete 
beach for the 42nd installment of the Tire Rack 
SCCA Solo Nationals. With tiki torches ablaze, the 
Solo world will once again gather in Lincoln for a 
week of competition, camaraderie and the biggest 
automotive beach bash ever held without an ocean. 
No motorsports event in the world boasts an entry 
list as extensive, diverse or unique as the Tire Rack 
SCCA Solo Nationals.
 Whether you are a championship contender, 
a trophy hunter, an enthusiast or a brand new 
autocrosser, the week of Nationals is an event 
you have to experience. The packing mantra for 
Nationals has always been, if you own it, bring it 
and this year that includes swimming pools, pool 
noodles and swim trunks.
 The 42nd Tire Rack SCCA Solo® National 
Championship is scheduled for Sept. 1-5 at the 
Lincoln (Neb.) Airpark. National Championship 
honors will be up for grabs in 94 classes. Go to: 
http://solomatters.com/2014_scca_tire_rack_
solo_nationals_registration_opens   q

Region Executive 
Stepping Down
 Halfway into his second year as 
Susquehanna Region’s chief executive, 
Chris Paveglio is leaving the post. Chris has 
accepted a job offer that will take him out of 
the area. Chris extends his best wishes to the 
region members in this communiqué:
 “Hello everyone,
 It’s with mixed emotion I must inform 
you that I must step down as Regional Exec. I 
have accepted a job in State College and will 
be moving soon, and will no longer be able 
to be at meetings or take care of the duties 
I’ve been doing for numerous years. I’ve 
been autocrossing and volunteering with the 
region for nearly 13 years, and I have loved 
it. This region has a lot going for it (some 
big lots, we are VERY fortunate to have such 
great pavement) and more than that the great 
people that I’ve raced with, against, in their 
cars, or watched their cars. Great friends 
make for great racing. Thanks for all the 
years and memories!
 “The Executive Board will appoint or vote 
for a new RE. I ask everyone to help the new 
RE with his (or her) duties and to continue 
to make the SUSQ autocross series a success. 
It takes work but it’s rewarding for everyone 
when events run smoothly. If there is a job 
or duty you can do at an event, jump in and 
help out. Work gets done when people do it, 
and it’s rewarding to take care of some aspect 
of events and make it run better.
 “So this is not a final “goodbye” because 
CPR region isn’t so far away. I hope to make 
it down for some events, when my job/
moving/auto repair situation is calmed down.
Drive safe and race hard.”  — Chris   q 

Cover
Story
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Our July 5 RallyCross Featured A 
More Open Course — By Henry Brillinger

 We have held three rallycrosses at the Farm 
Show and Expo’s grass lot just off Elmerton 
Avenue, one event last year and two so far 
this year. The approach to the course design 
for the  most recent rallycross held July 5th 
changed. For our previous two events, courses 
were designed with rather tight turns in order 
to fit a 50 to 60 second course into the 300’ by 

700 lot. But for this third event there, 
John Roscinski and Adam Moore, 
our RallyCross co-chairs, designed 
a course that included large radius 
sweeping turns and open slaloms.
 The downside of this approach 
was the two crossovers that were 
incorporated into the course in order 
to allow the inclusion of the large 
radius turns that resulted. Because 
of those crossovers, the intervals 
between starts was often 50 seconds 
or more since the second car entering 
the course couldn’t be started until the 
first car had safely cleared the second 
crossover. Another change in the use 
of the course was the change in the 
starting point after the mid-day break. 

An aerial view of the July 5th rallycross course facing WNW 
showing the morning and afternoon start line positions. The 
PM change of direction gave drivers a different experience 
with the dusty conditions. — Harrisburg Area Flying Society photo

(Continued on Page 7 - See “RallyCross Course”)

Lisa Landis takes a big bite of the dusty rallycross 
course with her Modified Front Wheel Drive ‘90 
Honda Civic.  — John Rudy photo

In the morning the start was located in the far 
corner (southeast corner) of the lot and the 
cars followed the course in a counterclockwise 
direction. In the afternoon, the cars started in 
the near corner (northwest corner) of the lot 
and traveled in a clockwise direction.

AM Start

PM Start

 Bill Miller took FTD driving his Modified All 
Wheel Drive ‘96 Audi A4 putting 10 seconds on 
the nearest competitor.     — Hannah Berdych photo
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RallyCross #2

 Forrest Graeff shows you don’t need a Subaru 
to have fun rallycrossing.  — Hannah Berdych photo

— By John Roscinski

 The July 5 RallyCross at the Elmerton 
lot treated 25 competitors to fourteen runs. 
Conditions were hot and dusty, especially in 
the afternoon when the course was well run-
in and the breeze died off, making this event 
similar to the event at Trail-Ways Speedway 
last year.
 Henry Brillinger reports that the Farm 
Show maintenance department will provide 
a water wagon for the next event to help 
combat the dust. Speaking of the next event, 
RallyCross #3 also will be at the Elmerton lot 
on Saturday,  July 26th. If you haven’t yet tried 
a RallyCross, the next event will be a great 
chance!   q           — John Roscinski

 Dan Woland’s ‘01 Subaru digs in on his way to 
a second in Modified AWD.  —  John Rudy photo

RallyCross Course
(Continued from Page 6)

 Another variable, this one not of our 
making, also intervened. For our previous 
two events at the Elmerton Ave lot, it had 
just recently rained and while traction was 
somewhat limited, the course surface seemed 
to accept the abuse with no serious reaction. 
That changed. The ground surface for this 
event was dry and generated dust. The dust 
became a greater problem in the afternoon 

and restricted the vision of the starter and the 
corner workers so that the starter increased the 
launch interval even more. As a result, while 
eight runs were given in the morning, only 
six runs were given in the afternoon and we 
weren’t finished until almost 5 PM.
 For our next rallycross, scheduled to be 
held on Saturday, July 26 on the Elmerton lot, 
we have made arrangements with the Farm 
Show maintenance crew to get out their water 
tank trailer and water down the course during 
our lunch break.
 Come out and take a look at rallycross 
on July 26 or even give it a try. Go to 
MyAutoEvents.com for more information or to 
sign up to run.  q   — Henry Brillinger

Rob Springer and Derek Latshaw shared driving 
duties in a Modified All Wheel Drive ‘05 Subaru 
Outback XT.  — John Rudy photo
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All Chrysler Nationals At Carlisle
— By Jeremy Utterback

 The All Chrysler Nationals was a record year 
in 2014. During the July 11-13 weekend at the 
Carlisle Fairgrounds, just about every model 
of the Chrysler family was well represented. 
The highlight this year was the new 2015 
Dodge Challenger SRT8 with the Hellcat 
supercharged engine producing 707 hp. The 
chief of SRT Development Ralph Gilles excited 
the grandstands with a very smoky burnout 
demonstrating the Hellcat’s power on tap. An 
impressive video of the burnout is available at: 
http://www.foxsports.com/motor/story/video-
707hp-dodge-challenger-srt-hellcat-burnout-at-
chrysler-nationals-071514 
 The major event for me was when Curt Lau 
called me to offer his ticket into the Hotchkis 
Real Street Shootout invitational that was held 
this year. He had sold both of his cars in the 
stable and I gladly accepted. We showed up to 
find a good assortment of every generation of 
Mopars and corporate siblings. The nine cars 
included everything from a rusty Durango 
to a Cuda AAR clone, a 1966 Charger, a 2013 
Challenger, a 1970 Coronet, our 2006 Charger 
and the shock of the day, a Maserati-sourced 
Chrysler TC.

 The Shootout consisted of a quick safety 
inspection and the show staff going over the 
cars to judge them on quality and design 
followed by a short tour on the backroads of 
Cumberland County to make sure the cars were 
indead streetable. We stopped at a small park 
to take a group photo that counted as a few 
points when uploaded to the requisite Facebook 
pages.
 The autocross portion took place under the 
lights that evening on Carlisles small course. 
This is where our Charger shined taking a 
second place by just 0.04 seconds behind a 
Hotchkis-equipped 1966 Charger. The crowd 
was very excited by the close competition, 
clapping after every run. The toughest part was 
the fast pace of the autocross. Cars were split 
into two run groups of four cars and we did 
four sets of three runs each with no real cooling 
off. This of course meant brakes were pushed 
to the max as anyone with even a small car 
has experienced running on the rectangle. The 
final results tally on stage Saturday put us in a 
disappointing 4th, but it was a fun event and 
we look forward to being invited again.  q  
     — Jeremy Utterback

Tire smoke filled the air as Ralph Gilles did a 
hellacious Hellcat burnout, much to the joy of the 
screaming Carlisle crowd.  — David A. Hakim photo

Jeremy faced some serious competition on 
Carlisle’s small autocross course. His ‘06 Charger 
finished in fourth place. — Brett Withjack photo
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Name That Car Contest
 Here’s the July installment 
of the “Name That Car” 
contest. Identify the car in 
the photo to the right. Entries 
will be accepted until the 
Monday before the next club 
meeting. Email your entries to 
alanpozner@gmail.com 
 The entry that is judged 
correct with the most 
information about the weird 
thing you see and the earliest are 
all criteria for selecting the one 
and only winner.
 The winner will be 
announced at the meeting and if 

— By Alan Pozner

you are present you may claim a fabulous prize. All judging is by 
Alan Pozner and his decisions are final. Prize selection is also by 
Alan Pozner. All prizes will be donated by Alan Pozner, which is 
why he gets to decide who wins.   q     — Alan Pozner

 The winner of the June contest was Mike 
Goldfarb, the first to correctly respond with,
“It is a 1965 Alvis TE21 DHC.”
 The TE21 was the penultimate Alvis model 
with a total of 352 produced of which only 95 
were Drop Head Coupes. The three litre straight 
six power unit was converted to TF specification 
giving 150bhp and 185lbs torque.
 Mike’s prize will be available at our 
membership meeting.   q   — Alan Pozner

Last Month’s 
Contest Winner

 We are now at mid-season for Susquehanna 
Region’s competition program. This would be 
a good time to go to the region webpage and 
check the points standing and event results. 
That and much, much more can be found at 
http://www.scca-susq.com   q 

Time To Check 
The Standings
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Street Rod Nationals At York
 I spent several hours of a hot and steamy 
June 7th at this year's National Street Rod 
Association's Street Rod Nationals East, but 
it was worth a little sweat. This event seems 
to grow each year and this year’s show didn’t 
disappoint. The mix of customs, resto-mods and 
hot rods was impressive. Billed as "The Largest 
Street Rod Show in the East," it covered all of 
York Expo's acreage. Suffice to say there was 
a lot of walking and plenty to see. Here is but 
a sampling of the creations on display. If you 
haven’t been to one of these events, you should 
check it out next year.  q    — John Rudy

— By John Rudy

Customizers can’t leave anything alone. Even 
vintage tow trucks get the full treatment.

From a mild custom to the wildest creation, 
anything that can be imagined can be built.

Prime candidates for the hot rod crowd, cars 
of the ‘30s and ‘40s are well represented.

Restomods like this ‘61 Chevy Impala are the 
latest interpretation of hot rodding.

Lots of polished aluminum and chrome with 
plenty of attention to detail.  — John Rudy photos
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2014 Region
Event Schedule

Jan. 28 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s
Feb. 25 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s

Mar. 8 Club Truck Cleanup
 25 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s
 29 Autocross #1 - Hersheypark, Large Lot
 30 Autocross #2 - Hersheypark, Large Lot

Apr. 5 RallyCross #1 - Farm Show, Elmerton 
  Avenue Lot
 22 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s

June    16-18 Carlisle Autocross (This event is not
   part of the series - no points)
 27 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s

June 1 Autocross #3 & #4 - Farm Show Lot,
  Double Event Day
 24 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s
 28 Novice School - Hershey, Giant Center
 29 Autocross #5 - Hershey, Giant Center

July 5 RallyCross #2 - Farm Show, Elmerton
  Avenue Lot 
 20 Autocross #6 & #7 - Farm Show Lot,
  Double Event Day
 22 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s
 26 RallyCross #3 - Farm Show, Elmerton
   Avenue Lot

Aug. 3 Autocross #8 & #9 - Farm Show Lot,
  Double Event Day
 26 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s
 31 Autocross #10 & #11 - Farm Show,
  Double Event Day
Sept. 23 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s

Oct. 11 RallyCross #4 - Farm Show, Elmerton
  Avenue Lot 
 25 Autocross #12 - Hersheypark, Large Lot
 26 Autocross #13 - Hersheypark, Large Lot
 28 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s
Nov. 25 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s
Dec. — NO December Membership Meeting
Jan. 17 Year End Banquet, Grantville Holiday

RENT THIS
SPACE

Sponsor Space Available — If you’d 
like to join our sponsorship ranks, we’ll 

make room for you. Contact me at 
mail@johnrudy.com for details. 

            

www.ssc-tint.com/

http://www.windingroad.com/

http://www.windingroad.com/
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Sponsor Space Available — If you’d like to join our sponsorship ranks, 
we’ll make room for you. Contact me at mail@johnrudy.com for details. 

3609 Hartzdale Drive
Camp Hill, PA 17011

Diagnostic & Repair:
Computer Diagnostic Service
Expert Brake Service and Repairs
Air Conditioning Svcs  & Repairs
Diagnose & Repair Chargintg Systems
Diagnose & Repair Driveline
Repair Overheating / Temperature Issues

Wheels & Suspension:
Mounting Tires up to 20”
Dynamic Spin Balancing
Computerized Wheel Alignment
Suspension and Front End Service
Weighting of Race Cars
Custom Alignments tailored for Racing
Custom Suspension Work

Maintenance:
Pennsylvania State Inspection
Certified Pennsylvania Emissions
Regularly Scheduled Factory Maintenance
Complete Tune-ups
Automatic Transmission Flushes
Fuel Injection Cleaning
Cooling System Services
Replace Windshield Wipers
Coolant System Flushes www.autocampusa.com(717) 761-8881

Monday-Friday 8:00am-5:30pm

Tell them

you saw the

ad in SUSQ

SCCA’s Squeal

Newsletter

1560 Old Mountain Road
Wellsville, PA 17365 • (717) 432-4116

Race Car Fabrication, restoration and preparation
Parts, fuel cells, safety equipment, and trailers, specializing in Porsche.
SCCA Tech Inspections and Novice Permits

www.aircooledracing.comwww.aircooledracing.com

Graphics by Chris Paveglio
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JOHN RUDY PHOTOGRAPHY
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3800 HILLCREST ROAD, HARRISBURG, PA 17109
phone 717-545-9630   v   mail@johnrudy.com
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www.aircooledracing.comwww.aircooledracing.com
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Air Conditioning Svcs  & Repairs
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Mounting Tires up to 20”
Dynamic Spin Balancing
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Custom Suspension Work
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Pennsylvania State Inspection
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Automatic Transmission Flushes
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you saw the
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