
Mister Mopar –
 Alan Lesher

 In an arena where many owners choose to 
pursue a more common path of driving and 
competing in vehicles produced by GM, Ford, 
Honda or Subaru, Alan Lesher spends his 
on-track time following the beat of a different 
drummer – Chrysler. Whether he does this as 
an extension of his family’s heritage or just 
to be different is anybody’s guess. As editor, 
I was curious about his dedication to the 
marque, so I asked Alan if he’d explain. Turns 
out his family lineage has Chrysler blood as 
well. See Alan’s story on Page 6.  q

Sports Car Club of America, Inc. - Incorporated June 29, 1959

March 2014

Alan Lesher’s “Stinger Racing” Neon is just one 
vehicle in a long history of Chrysler product 
ownership within the Lesher family. Alan has 
spent many years strapped in behind the 
pentastar badge.   — John Rudy photo

Car Chatter –
 The Name Game

 Success in the automobile business can 
often be measured not by sales alone, but by 
repeat customers who develop brand loyalty.
 Brand recognition carries a great deal 
of weight, so when a profitable global 
corporation decides to change its name, it takes 
the chance of alienating a loyal customer base. 
It also risks the future of its product’s brand 
identity. Successfully carrying it off can be a 
daunting and expensive task. One corporation 
in particular, Datsun, managed to execute the 
changeover, leaving the Datsun nameplate 
behind in favor of that of its parent company, 
Nissan.  See Charlie’s story on Page 4.  q

The Z-car, born a Datsun, has survived and 
thrived since the company changed its name 
and identity to Nissan.   — Nissan Motors photo
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Editor’s 

Desk

Adam Moore & John Roscinski  — Co-chairs
RALLYCROSS COMMITTEE

 Spring has sprung and we’re stoked! I 
suspect you are too. The competition season 
is about to begin and we’re jumping in with 
both feet. The club truck has been cleaned, 
equipment checked, new pylons purchased 
and the computers tested. We’re ready to go, 
and just in time.
 Gear up! Next weekend, March 29-30, we’ll 
hit the pavement at the large lot adjacent to 
Hershey Park for Saturday’s Autocross #1 and 
Sunday’s Autocross #2. After the long Winter 
chill, drivers are itching to get back out to 
stretch their legs and blow the dust off the 
race tires. A couple of brisk walk-throughs 
and a few quick times on the long courses 
should get rid of the hibernation blues.
 Rallycrossers can rejoice, too. The 
following weekend, Saturday, April 5, 
Susquehanna Region’s first Rallycross of the 
season will take place on the Farm Show’s 
grassy lot at their overflow parking facility on 
Elmerton Avenue. To check out the full details 
and enter any of the above mentioned events, 
go to http://www.myautoevents.com 
 Susquehanna Region has a full schedule 
this season. In the 7 month span from March 
29 to October 26 we’re offering 13 Autocrosses, 
4 Rallycrosses and a Novice School. We’re also 
again playing host to the autocross segment 
of the Import & Kit Car Nationals at Carlisle. 
The Carlisle event is not part of our series and 
carries no points. The energy and commitment 
of our Region’s core workers can best be 
expressed with a turnout worthy of their 
efforts. And of course, anyone willing and able 
to help out with our events is welcome.  q   
      —  John
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 The February 25th member-
ship meeting was called to 
order by Regional Executive 
Chris Paveglio at 7:32pm. Dave 
Walter moved and Ed Wormer 
seconded that the January 
meeting minutes as printed in 
The Squeal be approved; the 
motion passed.
 Two new members, Eric 
and Jared were introduced and 
welcomed.
 Alan Lesher gave the 
treasury report. Expenses far 
overwhelmed income but this 
is normal for this time of year. 
The treasury is in good shape 
financially. Alan does not 
anticipate many more expenses 
before the autocross season 
begins at the end of March.
 Steve Limbert reported that 
our membership has grown to 
298. Steve also brought up the 
topic of charitable donations to 
reduce excessive balances in the 
treasury.
 Chris Paveglio reported that 
the website is up to date with 
the autocross and rallycross 
calendars.
 Rallycross chair John 
Roscinski gave the rallycross 
report and was asked by new 
member Eric to describe it and 
he said the most important 
thing about rallycross is that 
it’s fun and it is not what you 
see on TV – racing but is a solo 
event similar to autocross but 
on dirt or gravel.
 Alan Lesher moved that we 
make 2014 a championship 

series for rallycross with 9 
year-end trophies ( one for 
each class) with no minimum 
attendance requirement with 
the rules decided by the 
rallycross committee. Dave 
walter seconded and the motion 
passed.
 Chris Paveglio led a 
discussion of autocross classing, 
specifically the new Classic 
American Muscle. We decided 
that the PAX for the CAM class 
be the same as Street Mod, not 
ESP as originally discussed and 
that the class be limited to cars 
that were manufactured for the 
1983 model year or older. Chris 
ordered trophy glassware for 
the autocross series. They will 
be the same design as last year.
 The club is looking for 
several additional volunteer 
core workers for autocross 
registration. Additionally, Geoff 
Craig is looking for a course 
designer and for setup help. 
There are lots of small jobs that 
we would like people to take 
responsibility for; remember 
many hands make light work.
 The club truck cleaning 
party is scheduled for Saturday 
March 8th. (If the weather is bad 
March 8th, the cleaning day will 
be moved to March 16th.) Please 
call or email Chris Paveglio so 
that you can join the fun.
 Charlie Demmy wondered 
if we let people know that they 
received a trophy so that they 
come to the year-end banquet. 
It was determined that the 

«  Meeting Minutes  «
autocross class trophy winners 
were informed but not all of the 
special award winners were. All 
this will be corrected for next 
year.
 Alan Lesher reported that 
long-time member Floyd 
Conklins’ wife Tina has passed 
away.
 Alan Pozner discussed the 
SCCA and Tire Rack Street 
Survival Summit Seminar with 
the idea of possibly hosting one 
of these fine events, maybe at 
Manhiem Auto Auction.
 The meeting was adjourned 
by RE Paveglio at 8:30.  q
    Respectfully submitted,
    Alan Pozner

Region 
Membership 
Meetings
   Susquehanna Region holds 
its membership meetings on 
the fourth Tuesday of each 
month at Gilligan’s Bar&Grill, 
987 Eisenhower Boulevard in 
Harrisburg. The food is great 
and you get to interact with 
your fellow region members.
   And you’re in luck. The 
March meeting is on the 25th. 
Come out and join us for a 
little bit of club business and a 
lot of chit-chat. The meetings 
begin at 7:30 pm, but come 
early for a great meal.  q



Page 4

Car Chatter – The Name Game
 I recently saw a report from Nissan that 
they are planning to re-introduce the Datsun 
brand this year as a low cost, affordable car 
in the emerging markets of Russia, India, and 
Indonesia. Nissan hopes to sell around 300,000 
units annually, but don’t expect to see any new 
Datsuns here.

 Reading that led me to wonder if many of 
our younger club members know much about 
the early Datsun sports cars that arrived here on 
our shores. Cars like the very competitive 1600 
and 2000 roadsters that were often seen at local 
autocross and hillclimb events. (I remember a 
certain Datsun 2000 in my class that constantly 
gave my MGB a battle.) There was also a long 
run of Datsun “Z” cars, beginning with the 240 
Z. Introduced in 1969, the 240 Z quickly became 
the best selling sports car in the world. Paul 
Newman drove a 280 ZX to a C-production 
SCCA National Championship in 1979.
 And we can’t forget another terror on the 
race track – the mighty Datsun 510 sedan. It was 
so hot that it was often referred to as Japan’s 
BMW 2002. Newman was also very successful 
in racing one of these.

DATSUNS’ HISTORY
 Nissan Motor Co., LTD was formed on 

December 26th, 1933, and their first passenger 
car, the Datsun Model 11, could trace its 
heritage to a Japanese car built in 1914, the Dat 
automobile. The Dat had taken its name from 
the initials of its backers – Den, Aoyama, and 
Takeuchi – and the new Nissan model, logically 
enough, was to be the “son” of Dat.  But that 

became a problem.  
In Japanese “son” is 
pronounced like an 
expression associated 
with losing a great deal 
of money, something 
Nissan was hoping 
to avoid.  In the end 
“Datsun” was chosen.

NAME CHANGE
 The first Datsun arrived in America in 1958 
and the company recorded 1,640 sales for that 
year.  Eventually more models were arriving 
and by 1965, sales had exploded, with Datsun 
finding itself listed among the top ten US 
imports for the first time, finishing is sixth place 
for the year.  On the rest of the planet, Nissan’s 
products were known as Nissans, while in the 
US (the company’s largest market) they still 
kept the Datsun identity.  However, in 1983 a 
name change was in the works, and all Datsun 
vehicles arriving here were badged with both 
name plates. By the 1984 model year, Datsun 
and Nissan products worldwide became one 
and the same – all under the Nissan name.
 Note: On June 16th, 1983 after a two year 
construction program, the first Nissan vehicle 
rolled out of the company’s new American 
assembly plant located in Smyma, Tennessee. q  
       —  Charlie Demmy

— By Charlie Demmy

Cover
Story
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Car Chatter Addendum — By John Rudy

 Charlie’s Datsun to Nissan name change 
article got me thinking about the impact it may 
have had on popular models of that era.
 The Datsun 240Z gained popularity rapidly, 
more so than the earlier 1600 and 2000 Roadsters. 
I suspect the roadsters didn’t really catch the car 
buying public’s eye because of their body style 
being similar to the MGB and other roadsters of 
the time. The Datsun roadsters were better all 
around performers than their counterparts, but 
the buyers didn’t give them a fair shake.
 A well-tuned stock Datsun 2000 Roadster was 
capable of cruising at 120 mph and of making 
better than 30 mpg. It red-lined at exactly 7000 
rpm and 140 mph in fourth gear with a 5-speed 

manual. It’s a shame more sports car enthusiasts 
didn’t take one for a test drive.
  The roadsters were replaced with the more 
stylish Z series. When the 240Z was introduced 
in 1969 as a ‘70 model, it was an immediate hit. 
Its sleek fastback 2-seater styling was enhanced 
with a 2.4 liter in-line six cylinder engine that 
made all the right sounds and an abundance of 
power. The Z’s performance and handling made 
it a natural for any kind of stock sports car event 
and when modified there seemed to be no limit 
to the Z’s performance. Since its introduction, so 
many have been customized, modified, or put on 

the race track that today finding an unmolested 
original 240Z is nearly impossible.
 Another Datsun model proved a worthy 
racing platform, the ‘68-‘73 510 sedan. Called 
“The poor man’s BMW,” its low price and track 
worthy performance made it a hit with racers. 
 The Z-car is near its 45th anniversary, 
and although the current 370Z bears little 
resemblance to the first 240Z, the sporting 
character of the original remains in place. Style 
and performance remain the Z-car’s theme.
 The ‘60s and ‘70s were good to the Datsun 
name plate. Its momentum successfully carried 
the product line into the ‘80s and through the 
Nissan name change.   q — John Rudy

 Known only by its Datsun moniker, the 2000 
roadster’s run ended before the company began 
promoting its Nissan brand name. — Internet photo

 The Z-car’s long lived popularity has seen it take 
on many design variations.  — Internet photo

 The Datsun 510 sedan was accepted into racing 
circles and also carried its model designation 
through the Nissan name change. — Internet photo
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Mister Mopar

 Since the editor rejected a travelogue I 
submitted about Madison Wisconsin, I am forced 
to pen something about cars. He suggested an 
accounting of my fascination with Chrysler 
products. Not a bad idea. 
 My parents owned a string of Chrysler 
products. As a child, I was introduced to 
Chryslers at a very early age. I remember that 
my father had a powder blue 1950 Chrysler 
coupe with a flathead six and “three on the tree.”
 When the family grew to four kids, they 
purchased a new 1958 Plymouth station wagon. 
Significant features were a Poly-Sphere 318 
engine, push-button auto transmission, three row 
seating with the third row facing backwards. The 
middle and back seats folded down for hauling 
stuff. That back seat was great for kids. No seat 
belts and no airbags, but it did have a padded 
dash. I caught hell when I bit down on the dash 
and left teeth marks in the vinyl. I was just a kid, 
give me a break!
 Some time around 1965, dad bought a 1956 
Dodge Coronet sedan. It was pink and black, 
flathead six and again a three on the tree. I 
learned to drive in that car, drove it to high 
school on occasion and had use of it when I
worked up-state at a church camp during the 

— By Alan Lesher

Cover
Story

summer of love, circa 1968. If you don’t know 
from 1968, you would not understand. (Ask Tom 
Hartman to explain.) Unfortunately, the ‘56 met 
an untimely end in 1969 when it was rear-ended 
by a big Chevy.
 In 1967 or ‘68, my mother got a new Dodge 
Coronet sedan. It was equipped with a more 
advanced, wedge-head 318 and the automatic 
control was now on the column. The old station 
wagon was relegated to use by my older sister. It
finally gave up the ghost due to low or no oil 
from bottoming out the oil pan. I admit it, I was 
driving. Don’t blame my sister, my bad.
 After the ‘56 went away, dad found a 1961 
Dodge Lancer base sedan. Slant six, 3 speed with 
floor shift, vinyl floor mats and not much else. It 
served him well as a daily driver for a few years. 
I bought it for a few hundred and used it at 
college. Very reliable, but not much to look at.
 My parents continued to buy Chrysler 
products. There was a Plymouth Volare, a 
Chrysler LeBaron and a K-car and a Stratus.
In 1974, I sold the Lancer to my friend Tracy who 
fried the clutch in about six months. Oh well, 
no warranty. I replaced the Dodge with a 1969 
Plymouth Barracuda. It was the first in a school 
of Barracudas. There was a ‘67 fastback, 273/
auto, a ‘69 coupe, slant 6/auto, a ‘65 fastback, 
no powertrain, resold, a ‘70 Cuda, parted out at 
Carlisle, and a 1972 Cuda, 340/4 speed, which I 
autocrossed for a few seasons.
 The aforementioned ‘69 Barracuda was my 
daily driver for about six years. It was equipped 
with a 318/4 speed and some suspension and 
engine upgrades. By SCCA standards, it was in 
street prepared trim. I autocrossed it one time. 
The manual steering box was so slow that is 
was not possible to go through a slalom with 

 Alan with one of the Shelby Chargers he has 
owned and raced, posing here at an Autorama 
event at the Farm Show.  — John Rudy photo

(Continued on Page 7 - “Mister Mopar”)
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anything resembling race speed.
 Currently, I own a ‘65 Barracuda, 273/4 
speed,
with very nice body work and paint by Sue 
Neff. It has a vintage-look roll bar by AirCooled 
Racing. Also, a nice interior. (I know a guy.) 
I drove this car in the last SVVSCC Hershey 
Vintage Hillclimb in 2008. The cornering and all 
drum breaking are “period correct.”
 In 1980, I acquired a Volare coupe, slant 
six/4 speed that became my daily driver. The 
Barracudas became weekend cars and were 
sold off one at a time.
 I found a Volare station wagon, slant six/4 
speed and owned it for a few years in the 
‘80’s. Neither of the Volares was modified in 
any way; they were certainly not race cars. 
However, that never stood in my way before, 
so I took the coupe to Pocono track for a CVCC 
high speed/low speed weekend. In third gear 
I saw about 90 mph on the speedway portion. 
Fourth was overdrive and the car slowed down 
in that gear. It was fun trying and sometimes 
catching Corvettes in the track’s infield section.
 The Volare wagon was used as an autocross 
car for one season. Since it came with a heavy 
duty suspension and power steering, it had 
decent cornering. Offsetting that was the 
tendency for the driver to slide back and forth 
across the bench seat. It was an adventure in 
slowness. There was another Volare in the mix 
some other times.
 In the ‘80’s, Chrysler teamed with Shelby 
to produce a series of hot hatches and I had to 
have one. In fact, I ended up with two Shelby 
Chargers. The silver car replaced the Volare 
coupe as my daily driver. The blue car was race 
prepared for SCCA Showroom Stock racing 
and became my weapon of choice for autocross 

Mister Mopar

and road racing. I road raced the blue Shelby 
from 1987 to 1995.
 The silver Shelby is long gone, but the blue 
car is undergoing a restoration of sorts. The body 
work and paint, also by Sue Neff, are already 
done, right down to factory correct logos, tape 
and stripes. Then what? read on.
 One word: NEON. Chrysler introduced the 
Neon very late in 1993, as model year 1995. I 
had to have one. In fact, I ended up with five 
and counting. I bought a 1995 ACR from club 
member John Guarnera and turned it into a 
showroom stock road racer. I went through 
several shells, as they tend to get rolled up in 
a ball from time to time. Iteration Number 3, 
however, has been intact for over 12 years. It is 
now an SCCA Touring 4 classed car, and I used 
to win a national race at Pocono last year. Not 
bad for an 18-year-old car. In addition, Markus 
Houser and Dennis Cipriany have driven it 
at local autocrosses when their rides were “in 
hospital.”
 I also have the 2005 SRT4 World Challenge 
car, which is the current autocross car of choice. 
In addition, I had, yes, had a ‘97 Neon daily 
driver. After 280,000 miles, it was time for a 
change, so two days ago, I bought a Ford Focus. 
As you can see, I’m a Ford man.
 That’s my story (true, mostly) and I’m stickin’ 
to it. q     — Alan Lesher

 Alan’s 2005 SRT4 World Challenge car is his 
current race car of choice.  — John Rudy photo

(Continued from Page 6)
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Proactive Safety For All — By Chris Paveglio

 Are you proactively keeping yourself and 
other safe?
 Just today in Lancaster I got some bad news. 
A good friend of mine had an accident on his way 
to work - his vehicle was totalled. He described 
a car turning left in front of him, and the driver 
looked like he might have been looking down 
in his lap. (Texting perhaps?) Also today, it was 
extremely foggy in certain parts of Lancaster. I 
saw many cars without their headlights on. This 
always frustrates me. Today I wondered if lack of 
headlights contributed to my friend’s accident.

 

He has a silver truck – the perfect color to 
blend into fog. I didn’t ask, but I wondered 

if his headlights were on. If not, maybe that 
contributed to his truck “hiding” in the fog. Even 
if the other driver is fully at fault, would having 
headlights on been able to make him more visible 
to the texting driver?
 Putting headlights on is a simple, effective 
way to get seen. Now, I must confess, there was a 
time when I did not WANT to put my headlights 
on. Flip up lights on my Trans Am “made it look 
uglier.” Or they would run the battery down. Or 
that I could see well enough, I didn’t need them 
for driving. Oh the vanity, the self-centeredness 
of thinking my headlights were ONLY for ME!
 I’ve gotten over that. I realize my headlights 
aren’t always for lighting up my way on the road. 
They are all about letting OTHER drivers see ME 
during inclement weather.

 Many newer cars have daytime running lights 
(DRL), but still some do not, so if you or anyone 
you know drives during fog, rain, snow, or other 
ugly conditions, tell them to turn those headlights 
on! A flip of a switch could mean the difference 
between being seen, or being hit in low visibility. 
Flipping that switch increases the chance you’ll 
be seen and keep those in your vehicle and other 
drivers as safe as possible. q — Chris Paveglio

 A good rule of thumb is that if driving conditions 
require the use of windshield wipers, headlights 
should be turned on too.  — Internet photo

 Foggy weather conditions any time of the day or 
night demands a conscious effort to be seen. The 
best way to maximize you chance of being seen 
is to turn on your headlights.   — Internet photo

 Silver or gray automobiles can easily blend into 
foggy weather. Headlights should always be 
turned on in inclement conditions. — Internet photo
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Pre-Season Truck Cleaning Went Well
— By Chris Paveglio

 By the time you read this, our first 
autocross weekend will be mere days away. As 
is customary and required to have a well run 
event, the club truck got a cleaning, sorting, 
and inventory on Saturday, March 8. This year 
we had a small crowd to help crank out the 
work and divvy up duties. Attending were 
Alan Lesher, Geoff Craig, Markus Houser, 
Ryan schumberger, Robert Myers, Mark 
Dougherty, Wanda Dougherty, Matthew 
Dougherty, Nate Bechtel, Charlie Demmy, 
Henry Brillinger,  and Chris Paveglio.
 Cones were sorted as to which ones to keep 
and which to replace, supplies were tallied and 
inventoried. A vacuum helped clean the nooks 
and crannies and stink bugs this year.
 With extra hands, the windows, dash, and 
outside of the truck got TLC and a lot of grime 
cleaned off. Timers and computers were tested. 
We jettisoned a few old helmets and have 
some new ones on order, and we replaced two 
outdated fire extinguishers.
 I want to say, “Thank You Very Much” to 
everyone who came and helped. Many hands 
make light work. We had all the work done in 
less than three hours.  q   — Chris Paveglio

 Charlie Demmy and Mark Dougherty sprucing up 
the front of the truck.  — Chris Paveglio photo

 The crew prepping the truck and equipment for 
a very busy season.  — Chris Paveglio photo

 Ryan Schumberger hands equipment back to 
Alan Lesher after cleaning.  — Chris Paveglio photo

Time To Gear Up
 Well, the truck has been cleaned and the 
equipment checked. Now it’s time for some 
action.  I hope your ride is prepped and 
you’ve got your driving shoes on.
 Autocross #1 will be held next weekend, 
Saturday, March 29 and Autocross #2 on 
Sunday, March 30, both on the large lot 
adjacent to Hershey Park.
 The season’s first RallyCross will be held 
the following Saturday, April 5 on the grassy 
field at the Farm Show satellite parking just 
off Elmerton Road.  q   — Chris Paveglio
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2014 Region
Event Schedule

Jan. 28 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s
Feb. 25 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s

Mar. 8 Club Truck Cleanup
 25 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s
 29 Autocross #1 - Hersheypark, Large Lot
 30 Autocross #2 - Hersheypark, Large Lot

Apr. 5 RallyCross #1 - Farm Show, Elmerton 
  Avenue Lot
 22 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s

May    16-18 Carlisle Autocross (This event is not
   part of the series - no points)
 27 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s

June 1 Autocross #3 & #4 - Farm Show Lot,
  Double Event Day
 24 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s
 28 Novice School - Hershey, Giant Center
 29 Autocross #5 - Hershey, Giant Center

July 5 RallyCross #2 - Farm Show, Elmerton
  Avenue Lot 
 20 Autocross #6 & #7 - Farm Show Lot,
  Double Event Day
 22 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s
 26 RallyCross #3 - Farm Show, Elmerton
   Avenue Lot

Aug. 3 Autocross #8 & #9 - Farm Show Lot,
  Double Event Day
 26 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s
 31 Autocross #10 & #11 - Farm Show,
  Double Event Day
Sept. 23 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s

Oct. 11 RallyCross #4 - Farm Show, Elmerton
  Avenue Lot 
 25 Autocross #12 - Hersheypark, Large Lot
 26 Autocross #13 - Hersheypark, Large Lot
 28 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s
Nov. 25 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s
Dec. — NO December Membership Meeting
Jan. 17 Year End Banquet, Grantville Holiday

RENT THIS
SPACE

Sponsor Space Available — If you’d 
like to join our sponsorship ranks, we’ll 

make room for you. Contact me at 
mail@johnrudy.com for details. 

            

www.ssc-tint.com/

http://www.windingroad.com/

http://www.windingroad.com/
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Sponsor Space Available — If you’d like to join our sponsorship ranks, 
we’ll make room for you. Contact me at mail@johnrudy.com for details. 
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Custom Alignments tailored for Racing
Custom Suspension Work

Maintenance:
Pennsylvania State Inspection
Certified Pennsylvania Emissions
Regularly Scheduled Factory Maintenance
Complete Tune-ups
Automatic Transmission Flushes
Fuel Injection Cleaning
Cooling System Services
Replace Windshield Wipers
Coolant System Flushes www.autocampusa.com(717) 761-8881

Monday-Friday 8:00am-5:30pm

Tell them

you saw the
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Newsletter

Auto Air Conditioners • Auto Tops • Cruise Controls
Upholstering • Sun Roofs • Power Windows

Power Door Locks • Security Systems

1500 Paxton St., Harrisburg, PA 17104

UTO SEAT
COVER CO.

www.autoseatcover.biz
(717) 238-9611

Accessories - Restyling


