
	 There	is	an	accessory	that	Americans	
have	come	to	expect	in	their	automobiles,	yet	
Europeans	have	found	it	hard	to	fathom	in	a	
driving	machine	–	the	cup	holder.
	 Europeans	have	historically	regarded	
driving	as	a	serious	exercise	demanding	their	
full	attention.	It	is	actually	a	legal	offense	
to	drink	from	a	cup	while	driving	in	many	
countries.	But	as	most	vehicles	are	now	built	
for	a	global	market,	many	cars	in	Europe	now	
feature	cup	holders.	Charlie	Demmy	explores	
the	ubiquitous	cup	holder	in	this	month’s	“Car	
Chatter”	feature	on	Page	6.		q					
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  Car Chatter -
The Cup Holder

1911 Sociability 
Run — A Piece Of 
Harrisburg History

An abundance of cup holders is a prized 
feature in today’s automobiles. — Internet photo

People have been gathering together to 
enjoy automobile activities for more than a 
century.  — Internet photo

	 Henry	Brillinger	likes	to	dig	into	Central	
Pennsylvania's	history	for	this	and	other	
publications	and	often	comes	up	with	
interesting	facts	and	articles	in	his	research.
	 This	month	Henry	enlightens	us	with	
evidence	that	even	more	than	a	century	ago,	
people	were	exploring	the	enjoyment	of	getting	
together	to	entertain	themselves	with	their	
automobiles.	Runs	were	a	common	activity	
during	this	era.	You'll	find	Henry's	“Sociability	
Run”	cover	story	on	Page	4.		q					
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	 Wow!	Thanks	to	all	the	contributors	to	this	
month's	issue,	our	biggest	yet.	You've	outdone	
yourselves,	I'm	happy	to	say.	And	I	love	the	
variety.	Keep	'em	coming.	I	appreciate	the	help.
	 Well,	our	autocross	weekend	earlier	this	
month	wasn't	exactly	a	fiasco,	but	there	were	
some	bumps	in	the	road.	Apparently,	no	
matter	how	much	testing	and	preparation	is	
put	into	a	project,	when	Murphy	steps	in,	all	
hell	can	break	loose.	Murphy	tried	his	best	
to	undermine	our	weekend,	but	our	crew	
managed	to	wrest	the	events	from	his	grip.	
Chris	provides	an	in-depth	explanation	of	
what	happened	in	his	report	on	Page	8.
	 RallyCrossers,	listen	up!	We're	just	
two	short	weeks	away	from	our	first	2013	
RallyCross	at	Trail-Way	Speedway	in	Hanover.	
Sunday,	May	5th	is	the	date,	but	you	want	to	
sign	up	online	at	MyAutoEvents	before	the	
8:00	PM	deadline	on	May	2nd.	If	you	enjoy	
doin'	it	in	the	dirt,	better	sign	up	early.	The	
event	is	limited	to	just	50	entrants.	A	minimum	
of	six	runs	is	planned,	but	probably	more.
	 There's	a	lull	in	the	action	until	our	next	
series	autocross.	It's	actually	a	double	event;	
two	autocrosses	in	one	day.	On	Sunday,	June	
2nd	we'll	host	series	Event	#3	in	the	morning	
and	Event	#4	in	the	afternoon	at	the	Farm	
Show	Complex	in	Harrisburg.	It	makes	for	a	
long	day,	but	there's	certainly	lots	of	action.
	 I'll	be	visiting	several	auto	shows	again	this	
year.	I	included	a	teaser	on	Page	18.	For	others	
who	may	be	so	inclined,	I'll	dig	up	a	list	of	the	
auto	shows	in	the	Central	PA	area	and	include	
it	in	next	month's	issue.	
	 Keep	'em	coming.	Send	your	stories	and	
photos	to:		mail@johnrudy.com			q				—		John

From the 
Editor’s 
Desk

Adam Moore & John Roscinski  — Co-chairs
RALLYCROSS COMMITTEE

mailto:mail@johnrudy.com
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	 The	March	General	
Membership	Meeting	convened	
March	26,	2013	at	Gilligan’s,	
Harrisburg,	at	8:00	p.m.	with	
Regional	Executive	Chris	
Paveglio	presiding.
	 Alan	Lesher	gave	the	
Treasurer’s	Report	and	said	we	
had	very	little	activity	income	
for	the	month,	but	had	some	
membership	monies	coming	
in.	He	said	we’d	purchased	200	
pylons,	updated	our	timing	
equipment,	and	had	paid	for	
the	repairs	and	improvements	
to	the	truck.	He	further	
said	he’d	prepaid	the	costs	
associated	with	the	first	two	
Autocrosses	at	Hershey	Park.
	 Steve	Limbert,	Membership	
Chair	stated	the	membership	is	
now	at	261,	up	from	257.	This	
compares	to	July	2012	at	the	
270’s.
	 John	Rudy	gave	out	a	
spreadsheet	covering	the	
editorial	contributions	of	
the	region	members.	John	
said	he	would	welcome	
more	contributions	from	the	
membership.
	 Chris	Paveglio,	Regional	
Executive,	gave	the	website	
report.	Autocross	#	1	and	#	2	
registration	is	open	on-line,	
with	Rallycross	registration	
being	worked	on.	The	printed	
calendar	is	being	completed	
and	should	be	available	at	the	
first	Autocross.

	 A	discussion	was	held	about	
the	B.R.A.K.E.S.	program	held	
at	the	Manheim	Auto	Auction,	
with	the	next	event	April	6th	
&	7th,	with	an	instructor	class	
at	Lancaster	County	Public	
Services	Training	Center.
	 This	conflicts	with	the	first	
two	Autocrosses,	April	6th	&		
7th	at	Hershey’s	Giant	Center.	

NEW	BUSINESS
Chris	Paveglio	said	a	weekend	
truck	cleanout	is	being	
scheduled,	to	clean	and	
organize	the	truck.	The	new	
timing	equipment	will	also	be	
tested.	In	addition,	the	desire	
for	additional	people	to	handle	
the	timing	chores	for	the	
Autocrosses	was	discussed.
	 Henry	said	the	paperwork	
for	the	Hershey	Autocrosses	
is	complete,	as	well	as	the	
Rallycrosses	at	Trail-Way	
Speedway.	Setup	for	the	
Rallycross	can	be	done	on	
Saturdays.
	 Our	participation	in	the	
Carlisle	Import	May	18-19	
weekend	will	only	be	on	
Saturday	and	Sunday	this	year,	
not	the	Friday,	Saturday,	and	
Sunday	as	previously.
	 Henry	also	mentioned	
that	the	first	event	at	the	Farm	
Show	may	have	a	conflict	for	
Saturday	set-up,	due	to	the	
Farm	Show	renting	out.	Geoff	
Craig	said	about	four	hours	is	

«  Meeting Minutes  «
spent	setting	up	the	course.
	 Henry	said	the	Rallycross	
is	on	the	National	SCCA	
schedule,	and	he’ll	give	the	
directions	to	Chris	to	put	on	
the	web	site.
	 Kate	Ritter	asked	what	
would	be	the	cutoff	to	
expand	the	heats	from	two	
to	additional	heats.	Intense	
discussion	followed.	It	was	
decided	to	play	it	by	ear,	to	
add	heats	as	needed.
	 Henry	said	Mike	Snyder	
had	completed	the	truck	
graphics,	and	after	the	clean	
up	day	will	be	ready	to	go.
	 The	Castaway	Critters	
group,	which	was	meeting	
in	the	room	adjacent	to	our	
Region	meeting,	is	having	its	
third	annual	benefit	Exotic	
Car	Show	at	the	Antique	
Automobile	Club	of	America	
Museum	in	Hershey	on	
Saturday,	April	27th.	John	
Rudy	said	he	attended	this	
event	last	year	and	was	
impressed	with	the	quality	of	
cars	on	display.

GOOD	AND	WELFARE:
Henry	Brillinger	made	the	
motion	to	adjourn,	and	Alan	
Lesher	seconded	the	motion.	
Meeting	adjourned	at	8:44	
p.m.		q 	
	 		Respectfully	submitted,
	 		Dennis	Cipriany,
	 		Region	Secretary
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Local Auto History — The Harrisburg 
Sociability Run

	 "The	fall	Sociability	Run	of	the	Motor	club	
of	Harrisburg,	will	be	held	next	Thursday	with	
Allentown	as	the	destination	and	the	attraction	
the	big	day	of	the	Allentown	fair.	Secretary	J.	
Clyde	Myton	laid	out	the	route	to	Allentown	
on	Thursday	and	through	a	new	route	secured	
from	this	city	to	Womelsdorf	an	ideal	run	is	
assured.
	 "While	the	distance	to	Allentown	is	93	miles,	
there	are	many	members	of	this	club	who	have	
already	made	arrangements	to	attend	the	fair	
and	the	sociability	run	affords	a	chance	for	

many	members	to	go	to	Allentown	and	enter	a	
contest	that	may	bring	them	a	handsome	prize.	
Unlike	the	other	Sociability	Runs	that	have	been	
held	during	the	past	two	seasons,	there	will	be	
no	hidden	checking	stations,	but	Governor	John	
K.Tener	will	be	asked	to	select	a	secret	time	on	
a	schedule	between	sixteen	and	twenty	miles	
an	hour.	The	Governor’s	time	will	be	sealed	in	
an	envelope	and	when	the	last	car	arrives	at	
Allentown	the	envelope	will	be	opened	and	the	
winners	declared.
	 "The	start	will	be	made	from	the	Motor	Club	
headquarters	at	the	Dauphin	Hotel	at	7	o’clock	
in	the	morning	in	order	that	all	contestants	may	
reach	Allentown	about	noon	and	be	ready	to	go	
to	the	fair	grounds	for	the	opening	of	the	day’s	
events.	The	Allentown	Fair	is	one	of	the	largest	
in	the	State	and	some	of	the	best	races	in	the	
country	may	be	witnessed.
	 "The	new	route	selected	by	Secretary	Myton	
leads	out	the	Hummelstown	pike	to	a	point	near	
the	John	Y.	Boyd	country	home	where	a	sharp	
turn	to	the	right	is	made	up	to	the	Chambers	
Hill	road.	The	new	road	is	followed	until	within	
a	point	near	Hummelstown	and	is	far	better	
than	the	pike	which	is	generally	used.	Leaving	
Hummelstown	instead	of	following	the	toll	road	
a	new	route	was	taken	and	all	the	toll	is	saved	

— By Henry Brillinger

Cover

    Story

	 Did	you	miss	out	on	this	Fun	Run	that	started	at	the	Dauphin	Hotel	in	downtown	Harrisburg	
and	had	the	speed	set	by	the	Governor	of	Pennsylvania?	You	likely	missed	it	because	it	was	
held	on	Thursday,	September	21,	1911.	The	following	write-up	appeared	in	the	Automobile	
News	section	of	the	Saturday,	September	16,	1911	edition	of	Harrisburg’s	The	Patriot	newspaper.	
Nothing	particularly	important	here,	just	an	interesting	view	of	what	motoring	was	like	102	years	
ago	with	some	interesting	mysteries	about	the	strange	language	used,	the	Run’s	organization,	
and	the	route	of	the	event	through	towns	that	no	longer	exist.		—	Henry

Sociability Run by the Motor Club of Harrisburg

  SOCIABILITY RUN
  TO ALLENTOWN FAIR
 Secretary Myton Lays Out
 New and Interesting Route

(See “Sociability Run” on Page 5)

Just as today, the earliest automobile owners  
found group activities to enjoy.  — Internet photo



Page 5

Sociability Run
until	Womelsdorf	
is	reached,	making	
the	toll	for	the	trip	
eighteen	cents	
instead	of	$1.02.
	 "From	
Hummelstown	
the	right	fork	
with	the	trolley	is	
followed	through,	
Hockersville,	
Campbelltown,	
Bismark,	
Buffalo	Springs,	
Schaefferstown,	
Kleinfeltersville,	Milbach,	Newmanstown	and	
into	Wolmelsdorf,	and	it	makes	an	ideal	route	
through	country	dirt	roads	that	are	in	splendid	
condition	and	over	a	long	stretch	of	state	road.		
	 "From	Womelsdorf	the	regular	route	is	
pursued	until	Sinking	Springs	is	reached,	
where	a	turn	to	the	right	takes	one	to	
Shillington	and	brings	the	route	into	Reading	
in	a	new	way.	The	route	from	Reading	to	
Allentown	is	the	same	as	customarily	used	and	
it	is	in	much	better	condition	than	for	years.	
There	are	no	hardships	for	the	cars	in	the	run.	
At	Allentown	the	Allen	Garage	will	be	the	
official	stopping	place	and	the	control	will	be	
established	in	the	square.
	 "There	will	be	two	classes	for	the	run,	one	
for	dealers	and	manufacturers	and	the	other	
for	private	owners.	In	the	private	owners	class	
handsome	automobile	accessory	prizes	will	be	
offered,	while	a	handsome	trophy	cup	will	go	
for	the	dealers’	class.	All	entries	should	be	sent	
to	Secretary	Myton	at	once	as	all	arrangements	
for	the	run	must	be	made	before	Tuesday.”			q										
	 	 		 	 	—	Henry	Brillinger

(Continued from Page 4)

 

Negotiating dirt roads 
was common in the early 
1900s.  — Internet photo

	 Here	is	how	you	can	be	an	integral	part	
of	the	Susquehanna	Region	Championship	
Autocross	Series.	All	you	need	to	do	is	change	
your	work	assignment	to	work	one	heat	in	the	
timing	truck.	You	will	not	be	alone	in	there.	You	
will	learn	from	the	most	experienced	timing	
people	in	the	sports	car	game.
	 Are	you	up	for	the	task?	Just	let	the	
registration	workers	at	event	check-in	know	
the	next	time	you	are	signing	up	for	your	heat	
work	assignment.	We	have	the	latest	timing	
software	and	hardware	that	AX	Ware	provides	
and	it’s	the	same	system	most	clubs	use.
	 This	is	our	appeal	to	all	that	participate	
in	your	autocross	program	to	help	improve,		
expand	and	continue	providing	high	quality	
events.			q							 --	Geoff	Craig

Calling All 
Computer Savvy 
Autocrossers

— By Geoff Craig

	 Susquehanna	Region's	first	of	three	2013	
RallyCrosses	is	scheduled	at	the	Trail-Way	
Speedway	in	Hanover	for	Sunday,	May	5th.	
Those	interested	in	doing	a	little	agricultural	
racing	need	to	preregister	before	the	May	2,	8:00	
PM	deadline	at	http://www.MyAutoEvents.com		
The	plan	is	to	give	each	entrant	at	least	six	runs	
and	very	likely	more.	There	is	a	maximum	of	
50	entries.	Entry	fee	is	$40	for	those	registering	
online	and	$50	at	the	gate.	If	you're	not	an	SCCA	
member,	you'll	also	need	to	purchase	a	$10	
Weekend	Membership.	Full	event	details	are	on	
the	MyAutoEvents	website.		q			—	John	Rudy

  RALLYCROSS

http://www.MyAutoEvents.com
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Car Chatter

	 For	many	years	
it	has	been	a	Demmy	
Family	tradition	to	
attend	the	Pennsylvania	
Auto	Show	at	the	Farm	
Show	Complex.	We	
go	mainly	to	see	old	
friends,	kick	tires,	and	
dream	about	having	
many	of	the	really	
cool	cars	sitting	in	our	
driveways.	Chandra’s	
favorite	thing	is	to	check	
out	cup	holders	and	the	many	interesting	ways	
they	are	placed	in	the	cars.
	 This	year	Anne	and	I	were	out	of	town	
for	the	show,	but	Chandra	and	Ray	said	they	
would	go	to	keep	the	tradition	alive.	Since	I	
was	preparing	to	write	this	article,	I	ask	them	
to	do	some	research	for	me	on	cup	holders.	
This	is	what	they	found:
1.	 Overall,	the	cup	holders	this	year	were	
actually	boring.	Unlike	all	previous	years	
when	it	appeared	there	was	a	race	to	see	which	
company	could	have	the	neatest	and	most	cup	
holders,	this	year	the	competition	from	the	car	
makers	went	into	showing	who	had	the	most	
technology.	The	creativity	once	put	into	cup	
holders	is	now	replaced	by	electronic	and	high	
tech	gadgets.
2.	 Chandra’s	and	Ray’s	votes	for	the	best	
and	coolest	cup	holder	was	in	the	Porsche	
Boxster.	It	was	hidden	inside	the	instrument	
panel	above	the	glove	compartment.	(It	
actually	looked	like	a	piece	of	trim.)	When	
it	was	released	it	appeared	from	the	dash	
exposing	a	cup	holder	for	both	the	driver	and	
passenger.	Really	neat!	

3.	 They	thought	the	
worst	cup	holder	was	in	
the	Lincoln	Navigator.	
The	console	lid	had	
to	be	opened	to	find	it	
then	there	was	no	way	
to	keep	it	open.	the	lid	
kept	trying	to	fall	down	
on	any	drink	that	was	
inside	it.
	 Let’s	take	a	look	at	
the	background	of	the	
automotive	cup	holder.	

The	development	of	the	drive-in	restaurant	
encouraged	the	use	of	built	in	tray	tables,	often	
inside	of	the	glove	compartment	lid,	and	when	
folded	down,	it	had	indentations	to	hold	cups	
and	cans.	They	were	found	in	cars	as	early	
as	the	1957	Chevrolet	Bel	Air.	These	were	
sufficient	to	hold	beverages	when	the	car	was	
stopped	but	not	while	in	motion.
	 Later	the	drive-thru	restaurant	brought	
about	the	development	of	better	holders	
for	drinks,	and	a	fast-paced	life	and	longer	
compute	times	made	many	drivers	desire	to	
drink	their	morning	coffee	in	the	car	on	the	
way	to	work.	In	the	1960’s	the	introduction	of	
easy-open	aluminum	beverage	cans	posed	a	
new	dilemma	for	drivers:	Where	to	place	the	
light	and	slender	can	when	shifting	gears?
	 A	little	later,	aftermarket	cup	holders	
began	to	be	sold.	They	were	primitive	and	non-
integral	to	the	carss	designs.	Mostly,	they	were	
plastic	holster-like	devices	that	hooked	onto	
the	inside	of	the	door	staying	in	place	whether	
the	window	was	up	or	down.

— By Charlie Demmy

A LOOK AT CUP HOLDERS... OR, HOW BIG IS YOURS?

(Continued on Page 7 - See “Car Chatter”)

Cover

    Story

Cup holders — No self-respecting car would 
be seen without them today.  — Internet photo
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Car Chatter

	 In	time,	cup	holders	were	built	into	
the	console	between	the	seats.	Built-in	cup	
holders	began	to	be	available	in	the	1980s.	
Mini-vans	were	pioneers	in	their	availability,	
and	they	still	offer	the	greatest	number	of	
them.	Today	cup	holder	designs	have	been	
retrofitted	into	armrests	and	dash	boards.
	 When	cup	holders	were	first	installed,	
soda	came	in	seven	ounce	bottles	and	12	
ounce	cans	with	a	large	restaurant	soft	drink	
being	16	ounces.	Today	the	standard	soda	
bottle	is	20	ounces	and	the	average	restaurant	
serving	in	a	whopping	42	ounces.
	 In	the	early	90’s	Chrysler	designers	were	
working	on	the	all	new	completely	resigned	
Ram	Pickup.	Several	months	prior	to	the	
production	of	the	truck,	focus	groups	were	
formed	made	up	of	contractors,	painters,	
farmers-people	who	used	trucks	every	day	
for	work.	At	the	top	of	their	wish	list	was	
larger	cup	holders,	big	enough	to	hold	drinks	
like	the	7-Eleven	Big	Gulp.	When	the	truck	
finally	hit	show	rooms	it	truly	had	huge	
openings	for	the	biggest	drinks	available.
	 Also	somewhere	around	that	time	
smoking	was	becoming	unpopular	and	
vehicle	manufactures	were	eleminating	
ashtrays	and	replacing	them	with	cup	
holders.		There	were	enough	complaints	that	
eventually	all	Chrysler	Corporation	vehicles	
were	offered	with	a	‘Smoker’s	Package’,	that	
consisted	of	a	round	ashtray	that	fit	into	a	cup	
holder	and	a	cigarette	lighter	to	plug	into	the	
accessory	outlet.
	 Many	people	consider	the	design	and	
location	of	cup	holders	in	a	vehicle	to	be	one	
of	the	most	important	attributes	influencing	

their	vehicle	purchase.	The	first	thing	
educated	car	buyers	look	at	in	a	car	is	how	
many	cup	holders	it	has.	For	example,	the	
Honda	Odyssey	with	seating	for	seven	has	
cup	holders	for	fifteen.	In	search	of	the	perfect	
cup	holder,	27%	of	car	shoppers	would	
consider	a	different	make	or	model,	according	
to	a	recent	Autobytel	Survey.

	 European	car	makers	are	legendary	for	
their	inability	to	understand	the	cup	holder.		
For	years	they	couldn’t	bring	themselves	to	
surrender	to	the	habit	of	American	car	buyers.		
At	first	they	refused	to	install	cup	holders	
at	all.		However,	as	most	cars	are	now	built	
for	a	global	market	including	the	United	
States,	many	cars	in	Europe	now	feature	cup	
holders.

	 THE	REAL	PROBLEM,	OF	COURSE,	IS	
NOT	THAT	THE	CUP	HOLDERS	ARE	TOO	
SMALL,	BUT	THAT	OUR	DRINKS	ARE	TOO	
BIG.		q					—		Charlie	Demmy

A LOOK AT CUP HOLDERS... OR, HOW BIG IS YOURS?
(Continued from Page 6)

Cover

    Story

An abundance of generously sized cup 
holders is the current trend.  — Internet photo
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Problems In Spite Of Our Best Efforts

	 Our	Autocross	series	started	off	with	a	
bang	this	year.	And	also	a	thud.	I	was	looking	
forward	to	a	great	start	this	year	as	much	as	
anyone.	Our	first	weekend	saw	several	unusual	
things	happen.
	 As	many	of	you	are	aware	(or	are	now),	at	
the	Hershey	lots	(both	the	big	lot	and	Giant	
center	side)	we	must	be	off	the	lot	by	5pm,	per	
our	contract.	So,	by	necessity	of	being	finished	
and	cleaned	up	by	5,	we	need	to	stop	running	
by	4:15	at	the	latest.	And	this	means	that	we	
have	a	maximum	entry	cap	with	our	online	
registration	system.	For	the	first	or	perhaps	
second	time	that	I	remember	since	taking	over	
the	preregistration	duties,	we	actually	reached	
the	cap	before	the	automatic	close	on	Thursday	
night	of	140	entries	for	the	Saturday	event,	and	
131	had	signed	up	for	the	Sunday	event.	I	had	
more	than	a	few	people	phoning	and	emailing	
me,	asking	to	be	put	in	or	why	they	could	not	
register.	We	did	have	to	turn	some	people	away.
	 Before	every	event	I	remind	our	members	
to	sign	up	early.	Waiting	until	the	day	before	
registration	closes	means	this	scenario	
sometimes	happens,	an	event	fills	up	and	you	
miss	getting	a	reservation.
	 Saturday	morning	there	was	an	issue	
with	the	importation	of	the	database	into	the	
computer.	Time	needed	to	be	taken	before	first	
heat	was	even	started	to	correct	the	entry	list.	
Though	the	drivers'	meeting	was	finished	and	
cars	ready	to	go,	this	problem	set	the	event	back	
20+	minutes.

	 Once	Saturday's	event	finally	got	started,	
there	were	problems	with	our	new	timing	
system,	which	had	been	tested	the	week	before.	
We	could	not	have	the	usual	three	cars	on	course	
at	a	time,	and	thus	the	first	heat	wasn't	over	
until	noon.	The	decision	was	made	to	reduce	
the	remaining	heats	to	only	three	runs,	or	we	
could	not	finish	the	event	on	time	at	the	pace	
we	were	going.	We	did	complete	the	event	and	
finish	cleaning	up	before	5pm,	and	I	greatly	
appreciate,	as	always,	those	who	helped	with	
the	clean	up	duties.
	 Sunday's	event	ran	smoother,	but	also	had	
a	computer/timing	related	issue	that	made	it	
difficult	to	correct	some	times	after	the	event.
	 Individually	these	problems	would	not	have	
been	so	bad	at	an	event.	Having	all	the	same	
weekend	made	for	a	less	than	"great	event"	for	
some	of	the	competitors,	a	number	of	who	were	
from	different	regions.	Our	region	has	had	these	
kind	of	problems	at	events	before,	and	we've	
overcome	them	with	the	effort	put	forth	by	our	
members	and	especially	our	core	workers.	We	
won't	let	these	problems	slow	us	down.
	 We	are	working	on	a	plan	to	have	some	
additional	timing	personnel	become	trained	to	
work	with	the	timers	and	computers	so	we'll	be	
able	to	remedy	any	situation	quickly.
	 If	you	are	comfortable	with	working	on	a	
PC,	please	sign	up	for	working	with	timing	
or	registration.	Morning	set-up	requires	some	
additional	hands	to	get	set	up	quickly,	so	please	
come	over	during	setup	and	offer	to	lend	a	
hand.	If	you	do	it	regularly,	it	will	be	easy	to	
learn	how	the	truck	is	packed	and	how	to	set	up	
all	the	components.
	 I'm	confident	we	can	overcome	the	issues	we	
face	and	will	have	a	great	next	autocross	at	the	
Farm	Show	on	June	2nd.		q		—	Chris	Paveglio

— By Chris Paveglio, RE
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Every Car Is A Sports Car Sometime

	 Several	years	ago	I	was	sitting	in	a	hotel	
while	on	a	work	trip	and	was	reading	the	latest	
issue	of	SportsCar	magazine.	The	motto	on	
the	cover	stood	out	to	me	and	I	ran	with	it.	I	
decided	that	it’s	true,	every	car	can	be	a	sports	
car	sometime.
	 In	my	years	of	flying	for	my	airline	I	have	
been	to	a	lot	of	SCCA	regions	and	have	rented	
cars	to	go	enjoy	some	afternoons	with	some	
great	people.	This	year	I	decided	that	I	would	
make	it	a	goal	to	travel	to	as	many	regions	as	
possible.	Being	that	I	fly	for	a	major	airline	this	
shouldn’t	be	too	hard	of	an	objective.
	 So	far	I	have	run	in	several	southern	regions	
and	Hawaii	since	they	start	their	seasons	earlier.	
I	also	have	noticed	that	rental	companies	don’t	
generally	keep	very	“sporty”	cars	in	there	fleets.	
By	far	the	best	fleets	out	there	are	Hertz	and	
Avis.	I	tend	to	use	Hertz	for	regions	that	run	on	
large	lots	where	their	fleet	of	Corvettes,	Lotuses,	
Jaguars	and	Porsches	are	fun	to	run.	Avis	is	
used	for	regions	like	Gulf	Coast	Region	where	
they	have	an	extremely	small	area	to	run	and	
the	small	Fords	and	VWs	are	a	better	fit.	
					I	have	met	some	great	people	that	I	look	
forward	to	hosting	at	our	local	events,	and	
some	great	contacts	for	places	to	stay	should	I	
one	day	decide	to	fly	around	to	National	Tour	
events.
	 It	is	always	fun	to	show	up	with	that	car	that	
gets	the	chuckle	from	the	registration	desk.	By	
far	the	best	one	is	the	time	I	showed	up	for	an	
Oklahoma	event	and	the	Avis	lady	only	had	a	
Cadillac	Escalade	and	a	DeVille	to	choose	from.	
Well	it	goes	without	saying	that	an	Escalade	
isn’t	going	to	fly	with	tech.	I	can	tell	you	that	
the	narrow	all	season	Michelin	tires	can’t	hold	
the	power	of	the	Northstar	V8	on	the	exit	of	a	

fast	transition.	It	did	manage	to	place	first	in	
FS	and	also	was	10th	in	PAX	out	of	80	cars	and	
made	a	few	sports	car	drivers	think	again	about	
challenging	a	grandpa	at	a	red	light.
					Rallycross	has	grown	fast	in	the	SCCA	family	
and	it	has	also	given	another	outlet	for	me	to	
have	fun	on	my	flying	trips.	And	since	my	
Charger	is	too	nice	to	get	chipped	up	and	the	
Miata	is	too	low,	I	will	continue	to	run	a	rental	at	
our	local	venues.		
					Hopefully	my	dedicated	autocross	car	will	be	
back	in	action	soon,	It’s	been	in	Alabama	getting	
an	engine	overhaul.	But	until	then,	you’ll	see	a	
few	rentals	making	laps	around	the	local	scene.	
					So	next	time	you	look	at	the	registration	list	
and	think,	“What	kinda	fool	would	bring	a	stock	
VW	Passat	to	an	event?”	Look	at	the	results	
at	the	end	of	the	day	and	see	how	it	finishes.	I	
guarantee	the	driver	had	a	blast	being	there	and	
winning	isn’t	everything.	
	You	can	see	some	of	the	cars	I	have	rented	and	
run	on	my	team’s	website	under	my	profile.	
http://www.crazyfrogracing.net	.			q  
     —	Jeremy	Utterback

— By Jeremy Utterback

Even a Cadillac DeVille rental can show a 
sporting nature sometimes. -– Bryan Dickinson  photo

http://www.crazyfrogracing.net
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the	Production	group	for	the	last	year	or	two.	
They’re	interesting	with	the	short	wheelbase,	
light	weight	and	odd	shape.	There’s	a	little	
video	snippet	of	the	students	coming	into	turn	
one	at		http://youtu.be/Pic8HGOwYzk	.
	 Instructors	take	turns	(pun	intended)	and	
critique	the	students	as	they	learn	the	track,	
racing	protocol,	and	procedures.	The	WDCR	
driver’s	school	is	top	notch.	The	program	and	
methodology	have	been	perfected	over	many,	
many	years.	It’s	amazing	to	watch	students	
with	various	levels	progress.	Some	of	them,	
never	having	been	on	a	race	track,	progress	
from	having	very	little	idea	about	how	to	race	
to	being	accomplished	race	car	drivers	after	
a	couple	days	of	instruction.	Unlike	some	
other	teaching	events,	the	biggest	difference	
for	me	is	that	instructors	never	ride	with	the	
students.	All	observation	is	done	at	various	
points	around	the	track.	Much	of	the	focus	
is	on	techniques	of	braking,	driving	the	line,	
and	even	watching	their	hand	position	from	a	
trackside	location.	I	found	this	to	be	one	of	the	
most	difficult	aspects	as	I	had	trouble	seeing	
into	the	car.
	 The	standout	students	in	our	group	were	
two	hot-foot	young	drivers.	A	young	man,	
having	just	completed	the	build	of	his	AS	Fox	
body	Mustang	was	just	screaming	around	
the	track.	As	he	came	out	of	the	carrousel,	he	
had	his	foot	planted	in	it	and	executed	a	nice	
four	wheel	drift	to	the	outside	of	the	track	at	
Turn	9	(Turn	8	for	you	old	timers).	Closely	on	
his	heels,	and	often	trading	first	place	in	the	
practice	sessions	and	mock	races	was	a	young	
lady	with	a	Porsche	944	Turbo	with	the	biggest	
rear	wing	I’ve	ever	seen.	The	Mustang	was	
faster	in	the	straights,	but	she	would	catch	

WDCR Spring Driver’s School

(Continued on Page 11- See “WDCR School”)

	 I	had	the	opportunity	to	instruct	at	the	SCCA	
Washington	DC	Region	Spring	Driver’s	school	
over	the	weekend	of	March	23rd	and	24th.	This	
was	my	first	year	instructing	at	the	school,	and	
therefore	I	shadowed	Chuck	Dehaven.	Chuck	
has	instructed	at	the	school	for	several	years	
and	is	very	familiar	with	the	methodology	used	
at	the	school.
	 Chuck	runs	a	BMW	325is	in	ITS,	a	class	not	
normally	combined	with	my	race	group,	which	
is	Production.	For	the	driver’s	school,	however,	
there	are	far	fewer	groups	defined.	For	this	
school,	there	were	three	run	groups.	The	first	
was	wings	and	things.	This	included	all	the	
open	wheel	and	sports	racer	types.	Here’s	a	shot	
of	those	guys	gridded	to	go	out	for	a	session.	

	
	
	

The	other	two	groups	were	the	Spec	Miatas	
along	with	ITB	and	ITC.	The	final	group	in	
which	I	instructed	was	the	Big	Bore	group.	It	
was	really	just	the	collection	of	closed	wheel	
cars	that	did	not	fit	in	the	second	group.
	 We	had	around	46	entrants	across	the	three	
groups	with	around	12	in	our	group.	We	had	
an	eclectic	group	of	race	cars	including	some	
Legend	cars,	American	Sedan,	Touring,	and	ITA	
cars.	The	Legend	cars	have	been	running	the	

— Story and Photos by Daren Stonesifer

http://youtu.be/Pic8HGOwYzk
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WDCR School...
(Continued from Page 10)

and	pass	him	in	the	twisties.	I	understand	
they	turned	the	Turbo	down	for	her.	Rumor	
had	it	they	were	running	around	1:25,	a	very	
respectable	time	for	“students”.		Here’s	a	shot	
of	the	pace	lap	for	one	of	the	mock	races.

	 For	the	first	practice	start,	the	
instructors	always	invert	the	field	with	the	
fastest	students	in	the	rear	for	maximum	
entertainment	factor.	Then	the	students	
only	race	until	Turn	4.	This	start	is	either	the	
second	or	third,	and	the	Mustang	is	already	
on	the	outside	first	row.	The	Porsche	944	is	
still	in	the	second	to	last	row	as	she	didn’t	
have	the	Mustang’s	power	on	the	starts.
	 It	was	a	freezing	weekend	with	
temperatures	around	24	to	26	degrees	in	the	
morning.	Of	course,	it	was	windy	as	usual.	
On	the	mock	race	late	in	the	day	Sunday,	it	
started	to	snow	flurry.	I	understand	that	all	
students	passed	the	driver’s	school.	I	actually	
had	the	opportunity	to	race	with	some	of	
them	in	the	recent	MARRS	1	and	2	events.		q 
     —	Daren	Stonesifer

Advanced School
	 Only	two	weeks	left	to	sign	up	for	the	
Central	PA	PCA	advanced	autocross	school.	
Many	of	the	fast	drivers	in	Susquehanna	region	
will	be	there.	Find	out	how	they	are	beating	you	
and	start	beating	them.	Here’s	some	more	info:
	 SoloPro	Driving	School	is	dedicated	to	
helping	autocrossers	of	all	levels	expedite	
the	learning	process	by	providing	quality	
professional	instruction.	SoloProDriving	school	
offers	courses	for	drivers	of	all	abilities	-	from	
the	casual	enthusiast	looking	to	learn	more	
about	the	fundamentals	of	performance	driving	
to	the	hard	core	national	level	contender	
hungry	to	find	those	last	few	tenths.
	 We	have	worked	closely	with	SoloPro	staff	
to	tune	their	course	to	meet	our	needs.	The	
course	is	suitable	for	absolute	beginners	to	
National	level	competitors.	The	instructors	will	
tailor	their	approach	to	match	your	needs	and	
abilities.	Not	too	intimidating	for	novices,	not	
too	limited	for	experts.
	 Student	teacher	ratio	is	a	maximum	of	
6:1	so	you	will	get	plenty	of	seat	time	and	
individualized	instruction.	Expect	to	get	a	
minimum	of	18	runs	on	several	challenging	
courses.	Expect	your	times	to	get	lower.	Expect	
to	have	a	full	day	of	learning	fun.
	 The	cost	for	is	$225.	Compare	that	price	to	
other	professional	autocross	schools	or	any	
racing	school	in	the	country	and	you	will	get	an	
idea	of	the	bargain	this	price	represents.
	 Registration	direct	link:
http://www.motorsportreg.com/index.cfm/
event/event.advert/uidEvent/E83B6B54-F54B-
54AE-06F18DE3162C2829#.UW3zz7WG18E
	 SoloPro	School	link:
http://soloprodrivingschool.com/
CentralPA	Porsche	Club
cpa-pca.org					q						--	Alan	Pozner

— By Alan Pozner

http://www.motorsportreg.com/index.cfm/event/event.advert/uidEvent/E83B6B54-F54B-54AE-06F18DE3162C2829#.UW3zz7WG18E
http://www.motorsportreg.com/index.cfm/event/event.advert/uidEvent/E83B6B54-F54B-54AE-06F18DE3162C2829#.UW3zz7WG18E
http://www.motorsportreg.com/index.cfm/event/event.advert/uidEvent/E83B6B54-F54B-54AE-06F18DE3162C2829#.UW3zz7WG18E
http://soloprodrivingschool.com/
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	 I	had	the	opportunity	to	run	MARRS	1	
and	2	at	Summit	Point	the	weekend	of	April	
13th	and	14th.	We	had	207	entrants	including	
several	novices	from	the	spring	driver’s	school.	
Washington	DC	Region	has	changed	the	format	
for	most	of	the	Mid-Atlantic	Road	Racing	Series	
races	this	year,	making	them	doubles	instead	of	
singles.	This	allows	the	racers	who	don’t	travel	
the	opportunity	to	run	enough	races	to	win	the	
points	championship.	The	new	format	has	a	
short	practice	session,	qualification,	and	race	on	
Saturday	and	Sunday.
	 I	also	attended	the	test	and	tune	day	on	
Friday,	the	12th,	to	ensure	everything	was	good	
with	the	race	car.	After	a	small	bit	of	additional	
grinding	on	the	driver’s	side	A-arm,	I	was	able	
to	eliminate	the	unwanted	machining	it	was	
doing	on	my	wheel.	I	replaced	the	Boge	struts	
late	last	year	with	a	set	of	Bilsteins	with	the	
spindle	raised	19mm.	This	puts	the	A-arm	very	
close	to	a	15”	wheel.	I	had	more	than	an	eighth	
inch	clearance,	but	during	hard	cornering,	
things	were	moving	enough	to	make	this	an	
issue.	Now	with	a	little	more	than	a	quarter	
inch,	the	problem	seems	to	be	behind	me.
	 Saturday	started	out	quite	interestingly.	Two	
friends	showed	up	with	newly	done	fiberglass	
that	was	nearly	destroyed.	Kenneth	Van	Horn,	
driving	in		class	F6,	was	coming	through	Turn	
10	when	a	Formula	Ford	spun	in	front	of	him,	
causing	him	to	point	the	car	into	the	inside	
wall.	Much	of	the	front	half	of	the	beautiful,	
newly	painted	body	was	cracked	and	damaged	
along	with	taking	off	the	right	front	wheel	
assembly.	Ken	spent	the	remainder	of	Saturday	
riveting	sheet	metal	to	the	fiberglass	to	get	it	
into	one	piece.	An	acquaintance	of	his	repaired	
his	wheel	upright	for	a	six	pack	of	beer,	and	
with	a	couple	new	heim	joints,	the	car	was	back	

— By Daren Stonesifer
A Busy MARRS 1 & 2 Weekend 

together	for	the	Sunday	race.	Unfortunately,	
mechanical	issues	resulted	in	an	early	retirement	
for	him.
	 When	our	group,	Production,	took	the	course	
for	qualification	on	Saturday	morning,	it	became	
very	interesting.	Luckily,	I	had	been	placed	at	
the	front	of	the	grid	in	position	3.	Normally	I	
like	the	back	of	the	grid	for	qualification	because	
it	takes	so	long	for	the	Porsche	motor	to	warm	
up.	The	motor	performs	poorly	when	it	is	cold,	
and	running	it	hard	before	it	has	sufficient	heat	
can	risk	damaging	it.
	

But,	since	I	was	at	the	front	of	the	grid,	I	had	
made	up	my	mind	that	I	would	push	the	car	
harder	earlier	and	try	to	take	advantage	of	
my	starting	position.	So	I	scrubbed	the	tires	
aggressively	on	the	out	lap,	and	had	the	car	
pretty	much	up	to	speed	for	the	first	hot	lap.	I	
ran	the	first	hot	lap	at	around	seven-tenths.	As	I	
came	around	to	the	start/finish	line	to	complete	
the	first	hot	lap,	I	noticed	two	Baby	Grands	spun	
at	the	end	of	the	front	stretch.	One	was	on	the	
right	before	Turn	1	with	his	nose	on	the	track.	
The	other	was	in	the	Turn	1	gravel	pit.

(Continued on Page 13 - See “MARRS...”)

The Porsche’s motor prefers a generous warm
 up for top performance. — Daren Stonesifer photo
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A Busy MARRS 1 & 2 Weekend 
(Continued from Page 12)

	 Immediately	my	brain	started	trying	to	
rationalize	this	odd	occurrence.	I	thought	to	
myself…	“We	do	have	quite	a	few	novices	on	
the	track	in	Baby	Grands,	some	of	which	I	had	
just	seen	go	through	driver’s	school.	Their	tires	
were	probably	cold	and	they	must	have	been	
racing	into	Turn	1,	and	got	tangled	together.”	
So,	I	slowed	for	the	yellow	and	tip-toed	through	
Turn	1.	As	I	came	through	Turn	1,	I	saw	Steve’s	
brother,	Mike	MacQueen,	in	his	MG	Midget	
hard	into	the	inside	wall.	Mike	was	the	other	
person	who	showed	up	with	nice,	newly	
painted	fiberglass.	I	thought	to	myself,	“That’s	
it;	Mike	broke	something,	dumped	slippery	
liquids	on	the	track	and	caused	the	Baby	
Grands	to	spin,	and	spun	in	his	own	slippery	
stuff.”
	 So	I	get	back	on	the	throttle	and	try	to	get	
some	momentum	for	the	next	lap.	I’d	started	
to	really	cook	as	I	crested	the	hill	for	the	Turn	
4	entry	down	the	shoot.	Suddenly,	it	feels	like	
the	car	is	on	ice.	The	rear	goes	to	the	left,	I	
counter,	it	goes	to	the	right	and	I	counter	that.	
But	wait,	I	still	need	to	brake	for	Turn	5.	I’m	on	
the	brakes,	the	car	is	still	wiggling	back	and	
forth,	and	now	I’m	looking	at	the	runoff	area	
past	Turn	5,	planning	my	escape.	Yes,	I	know	
I’m	not	supposed	to	focus	on	where	I	don’t	want	
to	go,	but	I	know	there	are	some	smoother	areas	
in	that	runoff,	and	some	areas	that	are	pretty	
rough.	Fortunately	as	the	turn	approached	and	
I	eased	off	the	brakes,	the	tires	took	hold	and	I	
was	able	to	negotiate	Turn	5.
	 Time	to	do	some	more	analysis	since	my	
first	assessment	of	the	situation	is	no	longer	
making	sense.	Something	is	very	odd	here.	I	
started	scanning	the	track.	Sure	enough,	there’s	
an	awful	trail	of	oil	on	the	line,	and	it	just	
continues	the	whole	way	through	the	Carousel	

and	Turns	8	and	9.	I	think,	“This	is	impossible!”	
We	have	cars	spun	out	here	and	there,	and	
oil	most	likely	around	the	entire	track.	This	is	
hopeless.	I’ll	never	be	able	to	get	another	decent	
lap	for	qualifying.	So,	I	immediately	bail	into	the	
pits	as	I	come	up	the	bridge	straight	and	pull	
over	into	a	pit	spot.	At	that	point,	I	was	sitting,	
idling,	and	awaiting	a	miracle,	thinking	perhaps	
it	might	start	raining	kitty	litter	or	something	
similar	to	fix	the	oil	issue.	Alas,	they	called	the	
session.	It	turns	out	two	different	cars	oiled	the	
entire	track	on	the	line!

	

Fortunately	for	me,	having	determined	that	I	
would	run	hard	early,	I	ended	up	in	a	decent	
position	for	the	race	start.	Everyone’s	best	lap	
time	was	Lap	1,	and	many	had	times	that	were	
20	seconds	over	their	typical	lap	time.
	 For	the	Saturday	race,	I	was	able	to	quickly	
establish	a	comfortable	lead	in	the	EP	class.	
Then	as	I	came	past	start	finish,	I	noticed	they	
were	waving	at	me.	There	was	so	much	glare	
from	the	sun	position	through	my	car’s	lexan	
windshield	I	could	barely	make	out	what	they	
were	showing	me.	I	could	see	a	furled	flag	and	I	

(Continued on Page 14 - See “MARRS...”)

Daren gives a thumb’s-up as he heads out to 
the track for MARRS 1.   — Ray Stone photo
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A Busy MARRS 1 & 2 Weekend
(Continued from Page 13)

could	see	my	number.	Each	time	past	the	start/
finish,	I	tried	as	I	could	to	see	what	they	were	
doing.	My	first	thought	was	a	furled	black,	
but	I	couldn’t	think	of	anything	that	I	had	
done	wrong.	So	I	thought	perhaps	the	car	was	
starting	to	smoke	or	sparks	were	coming	out	
of	the	car	from	something.	So	I	backed	off	and	
tried	to	look	for	smoke	or	feel	any	strangeness	
in	the	car.
	 Next	thing	I	know,	there’s	a	freight	train	
coming	up	behind	me,	and	it’s	Mike	in	the	
second	place	EP	car,	leading	the	bunch.	So	I	
have	to	get	back	on	the	throttle	and	pick	up	the	
pace.	At	one	point,	Mike	makes	a	great	pass	
on	me	on	the	inside	of	10,	but	can’t	hold	it	as	
I	repass	him	on	the	straight.	After	that	I	put	it	
back	to	nine-tenths	and	held	him	off.
	 Finally	the	checker	flies,	and	I	think,	
“Thank	goodness	I’m	through	that.”	As	I	pull	
into	the	pits,	the	black	flag	station	is	waving	
me	in.	I	get	the	brief	message--sound!	I’m	
over	sound	level.	I	apologize	and	head	to	
impound	where	I	have	another	more	“official”	
discussion.	There	I’m	notified	that	I’m	not	
disqualified,	but	am	being	put	last	in	the	class.	
So	I	won	my	class	and	finished	last	in	my	class	
all	in	one	race.
	 For	those	of	you	familiar	with	Summit	
Point,	you	may	be	aware	that	the	sound	meter	
is	on	the	outside	of	the	track	just	past	the	start/
finish	line.	The	common	solution	for	excessive	
sound	is	to	point	the	exhaust	tip(s)	to	the	
inside	of	the	track.	I	had	been	borderline	on	
sound	in	the	past	(103db),	but	this	day	I	was	
up	to	105db,	and	I	had	gone	over	the	limit	
several	times.	There	was	just	something	odd	
with	the	atmosphere	that	day,	which	put	a	
number	of	people	over.
	 To	fix	the	problem	with	my	sound	level,	we	

made	a	Saturday	evening	trip	to	Autozone	
to	find	those	just	perfect	tips	for	the	exhaust.	
Well,	I	wouldn’t	say	they’re	perfect	for	a	
Porsche.	They	look	like	they’re	better	suited	
to	a	‘57	Mercury,	but	they	worked.	Sunday	
I	got	my	revenge	and	won	the	class,	and	
finished	first	in	class.
	 I	had	the	enjoyment	of	racing	one	of	the	
novices,	Bob	Connor,	in	a	Legends	car	for	
much	of	the	beginning	of	the	race.	He	made	
a	nice	pass	on	me	into	Turn	1	that	stuck	for	
a	while.	I	followed	him	for	a	couple	laps	
watching	that	short	wheelbase	car	twitch	
and	slide	through	the	turns,	and	then	in	Turn	
9	(Turn	8	for	you	old	timers),	he	put	two	
wheels	off,	and	tried	a	little	dirt	tracking.	
I	don’t	think	he	lifted	much	as	he	pulled	
the	car	back	onto	the	track.	At	that	point,	
I	think	he	was	a	little	flustered;	he	slowed,	
and	I	easily	passed	him	down	the	front	
straight	and	finished	in	front	of	him.	Here’s	
a	somewhat	boring	video	of	that	race.		http://
youtu.be/0uMC_L0YcsY				q		
	 	 	 	 		—	Daren	Stonesifer

An excessive noise penalty sent Daren to last 
place on Saturday.  — Daren Stonesifer photo

http://youtu.be/0uMC_L0YcsY
http://youtu.be/0uMC_L0YcsY
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Safety Steward Seminar Offered
			IT’S	NOT	A	DODGE.	IT’S	IMPORTANT!

	 	 Do	you	want	to	become	a	Solo	Safety	
Steward	or	need	to	fulfill	your	Continuing	
Education	Requirement	to	maintain	your	Solo	
Safety	Steward	certification?
	 A	Solo	Safety	Steward	is	not	a	person	who	
is	trying	to	dodge	responsibility.	He	or	she	
is	actually	a	person	who	is	accepting	greater	
responsibility	from	the	SCCA	to:
-	Help	plan	and	oversee	the	safety	of	spectators,	
workers,	and	drivers	of	a	Solo/Autocross	event;
-	Know	and	execute	the	regulations	from	
SCCA’s	Solo	Rules;
-	Show	good	judgment	in	handling	real	world	
situations;
-	Hold	sufficient	authority	to	shut-down	or	
cancel	events	that	are	in	non-compliance.
	 Why	become	a	Solo	Safety	Steward	or	
continue	your	Safety	Steward	License?
-	A	Solo	event	can’t	run	without	one.
-	Drivers,	workers,	and	spectators	all	depend			
on	you.
-	People	can	and	do	get	hurt	in	Solo.
-	Our	entry	fees	are	affected	by	our	insurance	
rates,	the	Solo	Safety	Program	is	in	place	to	help	
keep	those	rates	low.
	 Requirements	to	become	a	Safety	Steward:
-	Must	be	a	member	of	the	SCCA	[temporary	or	
permanent].
-	Attend	a	training	seminar.	(Coming	up	
4/23/2012,	6:30-7:30	at	Gilligan’s,	Harrisburg)
-	Act	as	a	Deputy	Solo	Safety	Steward	for	two	
Solo	events.
-	Fill	out	the	application	with	the	event	worked,	
and	submit	to	Northeast	Division	Solo	Safety	
Steward,	who	will	review	and	submit	to	the	
SCCA	National	Office.
	 What	are	the	responsibilities	of	a	Solo	Safety	
Steward?

-	Spectator,	worker,	driver,	crew	and	guest	
safety.	You	are	responsible	for	everyone.
-	Stay	alert.	Are	proper	precautions	being	
observed?
-	Review	the	entire	safety	situation	with	the	
event	chairperson(s)	before	starting	the	event.
-	Read	and	understand	the	SCCA	Solo	Rulebook,	
and	any	regional	supplemental	regulations.	
Review	the	Solo	Safety	Steward	Guidebook.	
(Appendix	E	of	Solo	Rules)
-	Course	Design	Review.
	 Do	you	think	you’ve	got	what	it	takes	to	be	
a	Solo	Safety	Steward?	Come	to	the	training	
session	before	the	April	Region	meeting.
	 Please	contact	me	at	dennycip@uplink.net	
before	the	meeting	to	let	me	know	you’ll	be	
in	attendance.	I'm	a	41	year	SCCA	Member,	a	
35	year	Safety	Professional,	and	a	Solo	Safety	
Steward	for	25+	years.		q		—	Dennis	Cipriany

— By Dennis Cipriany, Instructor

— By John Rudy
	 The	results	from	Autocrosses	#1	and	#2	in	
Hershey	are	posted	to	on	the	Susquehanna	
Region	website	http://www.scca-susq.com		
	 There	is	a	wealth	of	information	on	that	
website.	Our	RE	and	webmaster	Chris	Paveglio	
does	a	splendid	job	keeping	the	site	up	to	
date,	as	well	as	maintaining	the	region's	past	
activities.	Posted	there	are	results	from	our	past	
events,	as	well	as	photos	and	videos	from	many	
of	them.
	 The	site	contains	everything	about	the	
region,	its	history,	officers	and	contacts,	and	
its	sponsors.	You'll	also	find	past	issues	of	
this	newsletter.	The	site	is	there	to	inform	and	
entertain.	Visit	it	often.		q			--	John	Rudy

Event Results And 
More

mailto:dennycip@uplink.net
http://www.scca-susq.com
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The club truck and all of its contents are ready 
for the 2013 autocrosses.  — Chris Paveglio photos

	 During	March,	the	countdown	to	Autocross	
season	began.	Part	of	the	preparation	was	
to	clean	the	club	truck	and	reorganize	and	
inventory	the	equipment.
	 This	year	the	club	purchased	100	new	cones	
to	replace	the	mangled	and	mutilated	guardians	
of	apexes.	The	club	also	purchased	new	
computers	and	timing	equipment.
	 The	volunteers	to	clean	and	prep	the	truck	
numbered	only	four	core	workers,	Geoff	Craig,	
Alan	Lesher,	Chris	Paveglio	and	Markus	
Houser.	We	were	hoping	for	a	better	turnout	to	
ease	the	workload	but	we	managed.
	 Geoff	and	Alan	sorted	cones	and	got	rid	of	
the	worst	of	those	that	were	beat	up.	Markus	
connected	and	tested	the	computers	and	wiring	
for	the	current	and	new	systems.	Markus	and	
Chris	cleaned	out	the	cubby	holes	and	shelving	
and	swept	out	the	truck.
	 Geoff	and	Alan	also	wound	wire	onto	a	
new	finish	timing	light	reel.	In	the	new	timing	
system	there	was	a	500	foot	cable	that	is	now	
stored	on	a	household	hose	reel.	Truck	and	
equipment	checked	out	fine.		q				
	 	 	 	 				—	Chris	Paveglio

Club Truck And Equipment Check
— By Chris Paveglio, RE



Page 17

Carlisle Events Autocross
 

	 Susquehanna	Region	will	once	again	host	an	
autocross	for	Carlisle	Events	at	their	Import	and	
Kit	Car	Show	on	May	18	and	19.	This	will	be	the	
eleventh	year	that	we	have	been	running	this	
event	for	Carlisle.	The	short	autocross	circuit,	
located	on	their	Kart	Track,	gives	drivers	a	
taste	of	performance	driving	and	also	gives	the	
uninitiated	a	taste	of	autocrossing.
	 We	host	this	activity	for	the	benefit	of		the	
show	attendees,	and	while	we	don't	discourage	
our	regular	competitors	from	participating,	
they	will	be	required	to	pay	admission	to	the	
Fairgrounds	to	get	to	the	autocross	circuit	as	well	
as	the	entry	fees.
	 There	is	no	pre-registration,	only	on-site	
entry.	Heats	are	run	regularly	during	the	day,	and	
drivers	may	enter	as	many	heats	as	they	would	
like.	A	heat	consists	of	three	runs	of	three	laps	
each.	(It's	a	small	course.)	Cars	and	drivers	are	
scored	on	the	PAX	system.
	 Don	Tocket,	an	experienced	driver	described	
the	course	last	year	by	saying	“The	course	looked	
easy,	but	once	I	got	the	car	on	the	course,	I	was	
quick	to	realize	that	while	small,	it	took	all	your	
skills	to	turn	in	a	fast	time.	The	course	was	hard	
on	the	brakes,	ground	levels	changed,	some	
of	the	course	had	upward	slope	and	some	had	
downward	slope.	When	all	put	together,	it	was	
a	blast	to	run.	The	difference	with	this	small	
course	compared	to	most	autocrosses	is	that	you	
make	three	consecutive	laps	per	run.	It	was	neat	
to	change	your	line	during	your	three	laps	to	see	
what	worked	and	what	didn’t.	It	kind	of	gave	
you	the	sense	of	racing	on	a	race	track,	not	an	
autocross	course.	I	really	enjoyed	the	course.”	
	 The	autocross	will	only	be	run	on	Saturday	
and	Sunday.	Again,	this	is	not	a	points	event	for	
the	region	series.			q				 --	Henry	Brillinger

— By Henry Brillinger
 THIS IS NOT A POINTS EVENT FOR THE 
SUSQUEHANNA REGION AUTOCROSS SERIES!

Drivers get three consecutive laps around this 
short course each run.  — Henry Brillinger photos
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Car Shows On Tap For 2013
 

	 Susquehanna	Region	as	an	organization	
doesn't	venture	into	the	car	show	circuit.	I	do,	
but	only	as	a	spectator.	I	try	to	hit	a	half-dozen	
or	more	shows	a	year.	No,	I	don't	own	a	show	
car.	I'm	in	it	purely	for	my	appreciation	of	the	
automobile	and	its	seemingly	infinite	number	of	
design	and	re-design	possibilities.	The	creativity	
and	inginuity	that	goes	into	some	show	car	
creations	is	mind	boggling,	as	is	the	time	and	
money	that	must	have	neen	invested	in	them.
	 Compared	to	our	club's	more	active	endeavors,	
showing	cars	is	a	completely	different	mindset.	
Their	approach	to	automotive	enjoyment	couldn't	
be	more	diametrically	opposed	to	ours.	Where	
our	members	seek	activities	that	show	our	driving	
abilities	and	our	vehicle's	performance,	car	show	
participants	are	perfectly	at	ease	casually	popping	
open	a	folding	chair	and	a	beer	and	just	lounging	
away	the	weekend	beside	their	cars.
	 Reflecting	on	the	many	mid-summer	days	I'd	
spent	standing	on	blistering	hot	asphalt	parking	
lots,	it's	not	hard	to	appreciate	their	chosen	
pastime.	But	then,	I'm	only	seeing	at	the	show	
the	result	of	what	must	have	been	months	or	
even	years	of	effort	-	blood,	sweat	and	tears	-	to	
construct	each	of	these	unique	masterpieces.	And	
many	are	individually	unique,	one-off	creations.
	 The	Car	Show	season	is	just	beginning.	I'll	
be	attending	the	Exotic	Car	Show	on	the	lawns	
of	the	AACA	Museum	in	Hershey	on	Saturday,	
April	27th,	and	the	Marysville	Spring	Car	Show	
at	the	Marysville	Borough	Park	on	Saturday,	May	
18.	These	are	modest	shows	geared	more	toward	
restorations	and	muscle	cars	than	custom	one-offs.
	 Then	on	May	31	thru	June	2,	the	enormous	
Street	Rod	Nationals	East	will	be	at	the	York	
Expo	Center	on	the	York	Fairgrounds.	This	show	
features	the	crème	de	la	crème	of	street	rods.
	 A	great	way	to	spend	a	day.			q		–	John	Rudy

— By John Rudy

Car shows feature the rare stockers to exotics 
and the mild to wild customs.  — John Rudy photos
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2013 Region
Event Schedule
Jan.	 22	Membership	Meeting	at	Gilligan’s

Feb.	 14	Executive	Board	Meeting	at	Gilligan’s
	 26	Membership	Meeting	at	Gilligan’s

Mar.	 26	Membership	Meeting	at	Gilligan’s

Apr.	 		6	Autocross	#1	at	Large	Lot,	Hershey	
			 		7	Autocross	#2	at	Large	Lot,	Hershey
	 23	Membership	Meeting	at	Gilligan’s

May						5	RallyCross	#1	at	Trail-Way	Speedway,
	 	 	Hanover
						18-19		Carlisle	Autocross	(not	a	series	event)
	 28	Membership	Meeting	at	Gilligan’s

June	 	2	 Double	Header	Autocrosses	#3	&	#4
	 	 	at	Farm	Show	Complex,	Harrisburg
	 25	Membership	Meeting	at	Gilligan’s	
		 30	Autocross	#5	at	Giant	Center,	Hershey

July	 		7	Double	Header	Autocrosses	#6	&	#7
	 	 	at	Farm	Show	Complex,	Harrisburg
	 21	Autocross	#8	at	Giant	Center,	Hershey
	 23	Membership	Meeting	at	Gilligan’s
	 28	RallyCross	#2	at	Trail-Way	Speedway,
	 	 	Hanover

Aug.	 18	Double	Header	Autocrosses	#9	&	#10
	 	 	at	Farm	Show	Complex,	Harrisburg
	 27	Membership	Meeting	at	Gilligan’s

Sept.	 24	Membership	Meeting	at	Gilligan’s
	 29	RallyCross	#3	at	Trail-Way	Speedway,
	 	 	Hanover

Oct.	 22	Membership	Meeting	at	Gilligan’s
	 26	Autocross	#11	at	Large	Lot,	Hershey
	 27	Autocross	#12	at	Large	Lot,	Hershey

Nov.	 26	Membership	Meeting	at	Gilligan’s

Dec.	 —	NO	Membership	Meeting	this	month

Jan.	 18	Year	End	Banquet,	Grantville	Holiday

Milestone
Anniversaries
					Three	long-time	Susquehanna	Region	
members	received	recognition	in	the	latest	
issue	of	SCCA’s	SportsCar	magazine.
	 Congratulations	to	veterans	Joe	and	Sandy	
Gray	of	Elliottsburg,	who	are	celebrating	40	
years	of	continuous	service	that	began	April	1,	
1973;	and	to	Paul	Vollmer	of	Camp	Hill,	whose	
35	years	of	membership	began	March	1,	1978	
We’re	proud	to	have	you	on-board.			q	

RENT
THIS
SPACE

Sponsor Space Available — If you’d 
like to join our sponsorship ranks, we’ll 
make room for you. Contact me at 
mail@johnrudy.com for details. 

mailto:mail@johnrudy.com
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Sponsor Space Available — If you’d like to join our sponsorship ranks, 
we’ll make room for you. Contact me at mail@johnrudy.com for details. 

3609 Hartzdale Drive
Camp Hill, PA 17011

Diagnostic & Repair:
Computer Diagnostic Service
Expert Brake Service and Repairs
Air Conditioning Svcs  & Repairs
Diagnose & Repair Chargintg Systems
Diagnose & Repair Driveline
Repair Overheating / Temperature Issues

Wheels & Suspension:
Mounting Tires up to 20”
Dynamic Spin Balancing
Computerized Wheel Alignment
Suspension and Front End Service
Weighting of Race Cars
Custom Alignments tailored for Racing
Custom Suspension Work

Maintenance:
Pennsylvania State Inspection
Certified Pennsylvania Emissions
Regularly Scheduled Factory Maintenance
Complete Tune-ups
Automatic Transmission Flushes
Fuel Injection Cleaning
Cooling System Services
Replace Windshield Wipers
Coolant System Flushes www.autocampusa.com(717) 761-8881

Monday-Friday 8:00am-5:30pm

Tell them

you saw the

ad in SUSQ

SCCA’s Squeal

Newsletter

Auto Air Conditioners • Auto Tops • Cruise Controls
Upholstering • Sun Roofs • Power Windows

Power Door Locks • Security Systems

1500 Paxton St., Harrisburg, PA 17104

UTO SEAT
COVER CO.

www.autoseatcover.biz
(717) 238-9611

Accessories - Restyling

1560 Old Mountain Road
Wellsville, PA 17365 • (717) 432-4116

Race Car Fabrication, restoration and preparation
Parts, fuel cells, safety equipment, and trailers, specializing in Porsche.
SCCA Tech Inspections and Novice Permits

www.aircooledracing.comwww.aircooledracing.com

Graphics	by	Chris	Paveglio
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JOHN RUDY PHOTOGRAPHY

Digital Photography
for Marketing and

Corporate Communication

3800 HILLCREST ROAD, HARRISBURG, PA 17109
phone 717-545-9630   v   mail@johnrudy.com
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