
Pennsylvania 
Turnpike High 
Speed Trials

 We all know that The Pennsylvania 
Turnpike has been around for a long time. 
When it opened October 1, 1940 it was the 
first long-distance, limited-access highway 
in the United States. But it’s doubtful many 
know it was once used for speed events. Henry 
Brillinger delves into the Turnpike’s early 
days and recounts High Speed Trials held on 
a section of the Pike. Virgil Exner, legendary 
designer for GM, Chrysler and Studebaker is 
part of that history.  Story on Page 5.  q
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This Studebaker once owned by Virgil  
Exner, holds the official speed record on the 
Pennsylvania Turnpike.  — Internet photo

Car Chatter –
Lighting The Way

 The current trend in automotive 
headlighting is LED (light emitting diode) 
technology. LEDs are state of the art in a 
practice that began more than a century 
ago – illuminating the road we’re traveling. 
Charlie Demmy’s column this month deals 
with the interesting topic of headlamps, from 
their crude and humble beginnings to today’s 
high-efficiency advances. Charlie’s history of 
headlamps will shed some light on a common 
automotive feature that is routinely taken for 
granted. See Charlie’s story on Page 3.  q

The innovative late-40s Tucker featured a 
center “cyclops” headlight which would turn 
when steering at angles greater than 10 
degrees in order to improve visibility around 
corners during night driving.   — Internet photo
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From the 
Editor’s 

Desk

Adam Moore & John Roscinski  — Co-chairs
RALLYCROSS COMMITTEE

 As we enter a new year of activities, we’re 
looking forward to offering another full 
competition schedule and an action-packed 
season. While not yet in stone, we expect to 
once again open our autocross season around 
the end of March. It’s not that far away, about 
two months from now - not too early to begin 
prepping the car for the season opener.
 There will be a meeting of the executives 
and the autocross committee in February at 
the Demmy home to formulate an autocross 
and rallycross schedule for this year. The 
region’s competition dates will be announced 
as soon as they are determined. We would 
like to be able to offer our schedule earlier in 
the year, but available dates are not offered 
by our lot providers to do so. We’ll share that 
information as soon as it becomes available.
 Note that the Tuesday, January 28 
membership meeting will be held at the usual 
location, Gilligan’s on Eisenhower Blvd., but 
in an area of the main dining room, not in 
the usual private dining room. Use the same 
entrance, but once inside, turn immediately 
to your left into the dining room. The meeting 
begins at 7:30, but for a fine meal you should 
arrive earlier.
 The Squeal is pretty thin this month, so I’m 
appealing to the region’s general membership 
for content. I can always use contributions for 
this newsletter,  even in the off season. Tell me 
what you’ve accomplished in the past or what 
you intend to do for the upcoming season. I’ll 
accept technical articles and how-to’s as well. 
If it’s car or club related, I can use it. Send your 
stories and photos if you have them to:
 mail@johnrudy.com   q   —  John
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 There are no minutes to report 
in this issue as there was no 
December meeting. The Region 
foregoes a December meeting 
because of its proximity to the 
holidays. What would be at 
issue at a December meeting is 
addressed at the Annual Awards 
Banquet in January and was 

done so again this year.
 On Saturday, January 18th, 
the evening was opened with 
a brief “official” meeting that 
included the introduction and 
installation of the Region’s 
incoming executive officers, and 
after a few opening comments by 
Region Executive, Chris Paveglio, 

«  Meeting Minutes  «
the rest of the evening was 
devoted to the banquet activities 
and many awards presentations.
 Chris also emceed the evening’s 
festivities. He offers an extended 
report on the banquet activities on 
Page 7 of this newsletter. Check it 
out.   q
         John Rudy, Editor

Car Chatter — By Charlie Demmy

 Now that the long, cold, dark days of 
winter are here, it is a good time to take a close 
look at your headlights. On a drive somewhere 
in a snow storm is not an ideal time to realize 
you can’t see where you are going because 
your lights are crappy.
 Obviously if you have any bulbs burnt 
out, you should replace them, but the next 
step is to keep your lights clean. I have a 
routine I use, and that is each time I clean the 
windshield I walk around the car and wipe 
off the headlamps, fog lamps, tail lights, and 
center brake light.
 If your car has headlamps with the plastic 
covers that over time become oxidized and 

turn yellow, I found a cleaning kit at Pep Boys 
that works quite well. It is manufactured by 
RAIN-X and sells for $15.99. It consists of 
Rain-X lubricant, headlight restorer, sealant, 
three polishing pads, and one micro fiber cloth.
 Since I am on this subject, I recently 
came across The History of Headlamps and 
I would like to share it with you. The very 
first automobiles used lamps that burned oil, 
kerosene, or acetylene.

 

Acetylene lamps, also called “carbide lamps” 
are a lamp that produces and burns acetylene 
gas to create light. Calcium carbide is placed 

Cover
Story

(Continued on Page 4 - “Car Chatter”)

In the early-1900s, automobiles like this 
1909 Locomobile sported acetylene powered 
headlamps, common to the era.  — Internet photo

Sealed beam headlamps were mandatory 
from 1940 until 1984, when replaceable 
halogen bulbs were introduced. — Internet photo
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in a bottom chamber called the generator. 
A reservoir above it is filled with water. A 
threaded valve controls the rate of which 
water is allowed into the generator, thereby 
controlling the chemical reaction and the 

amount of acetylene produced. Producing 
more acetylene creates a larger flame and 
brighter light at the burner above the water 
reservoir. A reflector behind the burner 
helps direct the light forward toward the 
road. These lamps were used on most Brass 
Era Cars. Then, a steady flow of functional 
improvements followed.
  1896: Louis Bleriot markets gas lamps for
 automobiles.
  1904: Prest–O–Lite offers compressed gas
 in a bottle.
  1907: Battery powered electric lamps with
  tungsten  filaments come into use.
 1911: The 1912 Cadillac is introduced with
 electric lights.
 1920: Double filament bulbs enable the use
 of high or low beams.
 1936: The Cord model 810 introduces
 hidden headlamps.

Car Chatter (Continued from Page 3)

 1937: General Electric’s sealed beam
 headlights standardized auto lighting.
 1948: The Tucker model 48 features a
 swiveling center mounted headlamp.
 1960: Buick’s twightlight Sentinel
 automatically turns on or off the high
 beams.
 1963: Halogen lamps become available in
 Europe, but aren’t found on American cars
 for another fifteen years.
 1972: Finland becomes the first country to
 require daytime running lights.
 1984: NHTSA allows auto makers to use
 multi-shaped headlamps.
 1991: The BMW 7- series uses high-intensity-
 discharge lamps which produce light from 
 an electric arc amid xenon gas.
 2007: Lexus introduces LED headlamps.

 2011: Active high-beams maximize
 illumination without blinding other drivers.
 Where will it go from here? Certainly there 
are more illuminating advances in our future.
 So remember, keep your car lights clean and 
while you are at it, check those wipers, too.  q
       —  Charlie Demmy

NHTSA permitted rectangular sealed beams
for the 1975 model year to improve aero-
dynamics and fuel economy.   — Internet photo

Lexus introduced the industry to LED lighting 
with its LF-A concept car at the 2007 Detroit 
Auto Show. — Internet photo
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The Pennsylvania Turnpike High Speed 
Trials — By Henry Brillinger

 The March-April 1947 
issue of the Sports Car Club of 
America’s SportsCar newsletter 
announced a Sports Car High 
Speed Trial sponsored by 
Al Garthwaite. The idea of 
holding a high-speed trial 
was not new. Time trials had 
been running on the beach at 
Daytona and on the Salt Flats 
at Bonneville for years. What 
was unique about this trial 
was the location. The trial was 
to be run on the Pennsylvania 
Turnpike - without the 
knowledge of its owner, 
the Pennsylvania Turnpike 
Commission.
 Two classes were 
established for the trials, under 
1500 cc and over 1500cc. The 
trials were to be run each year in two phases. 
Qualifying runs were to be made from January 
1 to August 15 with final runs to take place 
between August 15 and December 31. The 
qualifying runs were to determine the two 
fastest cars in each class. The qualifying runs 
did not have to be witnessed and could be made 
in a one-way trip in either direction over the 
course.  Drivers were to submit a report of their 
performance to the editor of SportsCar.
 After August 15, the two fastest cars from 
each class were to make a final run, which was 
to be timed by Club Officials. Final runs were to 
be for a round trip over the course, one run east 
and one west.
 The 15 mile west bound course was 
between the Tuscarora Mountain Tunnel and 

the Sideling Hill tunnel on the Pennsylvania 
Turnpike. The starting point was ½ mile west 
of Tuscarora Mountain Tunnel at a yellow sign 
reading “Caution-Tunnel ½ mile.” The finish 
was ½ mile east of Sideling Hill Tunnel at a sign 
reading  “Caution-Tunnel ½ mile.”
 The eastbound course used the same yellow 
signs in the reverse direction.
 Trophies were to be presented to the winners 
at the end of each year.
 The May-June issue of SportsCar reported 
the following times:
 Bill Spear in his Mercedes Benz 540-K posted 
a time of 10 minutes, 45 seconds; D. C. Wilson in 
his duPont 5¼-liter turned 12 minutes; and Phil 
Moore in his Bentley 4½-litre turned 12 minutes 
and 36 seconds.

(Continued on Page 6 - “Turnpike”)

Cover
Story

Virgil Exner, Studebaker designer and the former 1932 
Studebaker Indianapolis race car #22 which he had converted 
to a sports car when he owned it in the late 1940’s.



Page 6

 The Editor of SportsCar observed that 
not only should the times be better but also 
an ineligible Studebaker Commander, that 
turned a time of 10 minutes and 6.2 seconds, 
had beaten all three sports cars. The editor 
suggested that the sports car owners “Hop to it 
and step on it and send your times for the July-
August issue of SportsCar.”
 And the times did improve. Bill Milliken 
ran the course in his 2-litre Type 35-A Bugatti 
in 10 minutes and .4 seconds to set a new 
standard. Al Garthwaite’s 4¼- litre Bentley 
only managed 10 minutes and 13.6 seconds.  
Jim How’s 7-litre Duesenberg blew a tire on 
the first try, put a rod through the block on 
the second try and finally, several weeks later, 
turned 10 minutes 51-3/5 seconds on his third 
try.  Then Al Garthwaite set a new mark with 
his 2.3-litre supercharged Type 43-A Bugatti 
with a time of 9 minutes and 28.3 seconds.
 Then Virgil Exner ran the 15 miles in his 
5½ litre Studebaker Indianapolis racer. Exner 
had worked with Studebaker from 1938 to 
1949 along with Raymond Lowey and was 
largely responsible for the design of the 

1947 Studebaker Starlight coupe. During his 
association with Studebaker, Exner acquired 
one of the Studebaker Company’s five racers 
that ran the Indianapolis 500 in 1932 and 1933.  
In 1932, Cliff Bergere qualified one of those 
Studebakers at 111.5 mph and finished third in 
the race.
 Not surprisingly, Exner’s Studebaker run set 
a record for the Pennsylvania Turnpike Sports 
Car High Speed Trial with a time of 8 minutes 
and 34 seconds for an average of 105 mph. To 
put that speed in perspective, earlier that year, 
Ted Horn qualified on the pole at Indy with a 
speed of 126.56 mph.
 In the July-August 1947 issue of SportsCar, 
the editor announced.” Al Garthwaite, the 
sponsor of this contest, regrets exceedingly that 
it is necessary to cancel the Sports Car High 
Speed Trial at this time.  He has been informed 
by the Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission that 
the legal speed limit on the pike is 70 miles an 
hour. Consequently, in order to save prospective 
contestants difficulties, it has been deemed 
necessary, after due consultation with various 
legal aides, to formally announce the cessation 
of hostilities.”  q  —  Henry Brillinger

(Continued from Page 5)

The Pennsylvania Turnpike High Speed 
Trials
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Year-end Awards Banquet — By Chris Paveglio

 On Saturday January 18th, the club held it’s 
annual Awards Banquet. The banquet is where 
the club recognizes individuals for outstanding 
competition or participation, and also holds a 
short meeting to install the newly elected officers 
for the year.
 As the region has done for many years, the 
banquet was held at the Holiday Inn Grantville. 
We had a fantastic turnout, 100 people registered. 
Our initial reservation limit was 80. Thankfully 
we still have reliable and resourceful Henry 
Brillinger, who made arrangements to be able to 
expand our room, and we gladly accommodated 
everyone that evening.
Dinner was buffet style and included salad, 
potato and macaroni salad, pork, chicken, pasta, 
mixed vegetable, and a Steamship roast beef the 
size of a small V6 engine, and of course a bevy 
of desserts. Everyone agreed that the meal was 
excellent.
 After the meal, the official meeting was 
opened and the incoming 2014 region officers 
were announced to start their term. I said a few 
words of thanks to the members attending and 
their significant others.

 Spouses and significant others really 
supported their club members, it was easily 
40% partners and everyone had a good time 
conversing that evening. After the close of the 
official meeting, the awards presentation was 
begun.
 There was a bevy of Regional Achievement 
awards given for competition and others for 
outstanding effort of participation. The autocross 
class awards were then given out, with a 
very healthy number of AX plaques at 63 this 
year. Punctuating the awards were door prize 
giveaways. This year we had more prizes and 
some higher quality items, as the club increased 
the spending limit.
It was a great banquet and a great wrap up to the 
2013 season.

Ladd Memorial Award
Dennis Hanratty, Jr.

Hogan Memorial Award
David Gernert

Solo Cup — Geoff Craig

(Continued on Page 8 - See “Awards Banquet”)
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Year-end Awards Banquet

Translog Worker Award
Daryl Stoner

Lynne Dehart Memorial Trophy
Joe & Sandy Gray

Excellence In Time Trials
Bryan Fritzler

Rising Star In Marrs Road Racing
Gary Shenk

Outstanding Performance In National Solo 
Competition — Allen Kugler

Regional Achievement Event Operation
Markus Houser

Regional Solo Rookie Of The Year
Andy Puerzer

Regional Achievement Event Organization
Kate Ritter

Outstanding Service Rallycross
Henry Brillinger

(Continued from Page 7)

Outstanding Service Timing & Scoring
Chandra Beekler

Most Improved Autocrosser
Cord Kisthardt

Best Veteran Autocrosser
Derek Latshaw

Most Sports Car Minded
Angela Slocum

Most Understanding Spouse
Cindy Hagan

In Appreciation For Your Support Of
Susquehanna Region’s Solo Series Events
Autocamp Tire & Auto Service Center

 Award recipients not able to attend the 
banquet can pick up their award at one of 
the 2014 events.  q   — Chris Paveglio, R.E.

John Rudy photos
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be too big for the wheel wells, although 225mm 
will fit.
 In addition, many of the compacts received 
a substantial weight reduction. The Neon, for 
example, was given 100 pounds. So far, I’ve got 
about 60# out by removing the front glass and 
winders and any interior trim pieces that were 
still there. There isn’t a lot more I can safely 
remove from the car. Here is yet another reason 
for me to lose weight, but 40#? 
 Back to the suspension for a bit. Most of the 
compacts were given up to 800# springs last year. 
However, the American made compacts (Neon, 
Focus, Cobalt) were allowed 500# front and 800# 
rear. While that may work on some imports, 
the front of a Neon needs more spring rate. My 
Neon, for instance, bottomed out at Pocono 
many times with 500# front springs, but not with 
650# the year before.
 So, I petitioned the competition board to 
allow up to 800# springs on both ends. As of this 
issue of The Squeal, the board is still mulling it 
over and should have an answer published in the 
February Fastrack. 
 While handing was not a major issue, a “little 
bit more” can’t hurt. The power adders should 
help a lot. The power to weight should improve 
by more than 10%, putting the Neon just behind 
the Subaru, which is where I will probably finish!
 That’s my story and I’m stickin’ to it.  q
      — Alan Lesher 
 This just in... The following was found 
in the pending February FASTRACK, under 
the heading “Recommended for 2015” by the 
competition board to the board of directors for 
approval: “T4 1. #13112 (Alan Lesher) Stiffer 
Front Springs for Former SSC Neon. Thank 
you for your request. Add to the Notes for the 
Dodge/Plymouth Neon ACR SOHC/DOHC (4 
door) (95-99): Front and rear springs up to 800 
lbs./inch are permitted.”   q

SCCA Touring Car Evolution — By Alan Lesher
 The 40 year duration of SCCA Showroom 
Stock came to an end in 2012. The category was 
replaced by Touring cars in 2013.
 The truth is, Touring has slowly been 
replacing Showroom Stock since 2000. Now, the 
older showroom stocks are racing as Touring 
4 cars. Most of these older cars are front wheel 
drive compacts, like my Neon.
 The build rules allow quite a bit of 
suspensions mod, but very little in the way of 
power improvers. The compacts were allowed 
a cold air intake last year. It was not enough. 
Competing against V6 Mustangs and the 
Subaru BZR, the compacts were at a big power 
disadvantage.
 So, the competition board now allows 
headers on most of, but not all of, the compacts. 
The late model Civic SI is one exception...it 
does NOT need any more power (ha,ha). They 
also re-stated the engine management rule for 
compacts. All touring cars are allowed to re-
flash the OEM computer, provided it is OBD2 
compliant.
 The compacts are no longer required to be 
OBD2 compliant; as, they probably could not 
maintain compliance with a header.
 Is that an opportunity for more power? The 
header will be a big help, the new computer 
rule may be of some assistance because a 
“compliant” computer would have had features 
designed to save the catalytic converter from 
melting. With no converter needed, a “race 
only” re-flash could help. The competition 
board looked at the tire rules and made some 
changes there.
 In the showroom stock days, tire aspect 
ratio was controlled. Now, it is open. The 
section width was also controlled and still is.  
But, the new allowed width is much wider for 
compacts. Old rule: 205mm maximum  for the 
Neon that was jumped up to 235mm. That may 
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2014 Region
Event Schedule
 Unfortunately, there isn’t a lot to talk about 
right now. Stay tuned. There’s more to come.
Jan. 28 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s

Feb. 25 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s

Mar. 25 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s

Apr. 22 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s

May    27 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s

June 24 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s

July 22 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s

Aug. 26 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s

Sept. 23 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s

Oct. 28 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s
Nov. 25 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s
Dec. — NO December Membership Meeting

Jan. 17 Year End Banquet, Grantville Holiday

RENT THIS
SPACE

Sponsor Space Available — If you’d 
like to join our sponsorship ranks, we’ll 

make room for you. Contact me at 
mail@johnrudy.com for details. 

            

www.ssc-tint.com/

http://www.windingroad.com/

SCCA Milestone
Anniversary

Susquehanna Region member Robert 
Simons was recently honored in SportsCar 
magazine for his 30 years of continuous 
SCCA membership. His active service began 
January 24, 1984. Congratulations!   q

   We will have more following the Competition 
Board meeting in mid-February. Event site 
availability and the cheduling of Autocross and 
Rallycross events will be the primary topic at 
this meeting. Adjustments and improvements in 
event operation to better serve our competitors 
will also to be discussed. 
   We enjoyed a very successful and extensive 
2013 season and look forward to an even more 
exciting 2014. We hope you’ll join us.   q

http://www.windingroad.com/
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Sponsor Space Available — If you’d like to join our sponsorship ranks, 
we’ll make room for you. Contact me at mail@johnrudy.com for details. 
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