
 A group of Ferrari Mondial owners 
from around the country gathered together 
in Hershey and Harrisburg for four days 
of fun and driving pleasure. Their event 
“MondiPalooza” was not restricted to 
Mondials, but open to other exotics and rare 
collectables to join in the activities.
 The June 29-July 2 adventure began when 
they gathered at the AACA Museum in 
Hershey to display their exotic rides. Their 
touring took them to Harrisburg for Sunday 
brunch and back to Hershey’s Chocolate 
World. Check out the feature on Page 5.  q    

 MondiPalooza Hits 
Central PA

Animated Film 
Has Modern Touch

The featured exotic of the MondiPalooza 
event, the Ferrari Mondial.  — John Rudy photo

“Turbo”, a DreamWorks animated movie 
about a snail that wants to be fast and has a 
dream of competing in racing.

	 The	new	animated	film	is	about	a	garden	
snail who obtains the superpower of speed and 
dreams of someday winning the greatest test 
of velocity and endurance in the world – the 
Indianapolis 500.
 Following in the footsteps of Pixar’s 
“Cars,” an animated feature that placed a 
heavy emphasis on NASCAR personalities, 
DreamWorks wanted “the most historic race” 
and the “pinnacle of motorsports” for their 
film	and	chose	the	500-mile	race.
 Turbo is sure to be fun for the whole family. 
See Chris Paveglio’s show report on Page 4.  q
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The Squeal is a monthly publication of
Susquehanna Region, SCCA

Send editorial, scheduling and advertising to:
The Squeal — John Rudy, Editor

3800 Hillcrest Road, Harrisburg, PA 17109 
mail@johnrudy.com

Susquehanna Region’s membership meets 
at 7:30 PM on the fourth Tuesday of each 

month, except December, at Gilligan’s Bar & 
Grill, 987 Eisenhower Blvd, Harrisburg, PA. 
For more information, go to our website at 

www.scca-susq.com

Regional Executive
 Chris Paveglio — 717-664-5495
Assistant Regional Executive
 Henry Brillinger — 717-697-1610
Secretary
 Dennis Cipriany — 570-522-9356
Treasurer
 Alan Lesher — 717-486-4087
Directors
	 Geoff	Craig	3yr	—	717-367-7853	 	
 Dave Walter 2yr — 717-691-9320
 Alan Pozner 1yr — 717-343-7708
ASCC Representative
 Markus Houser — 717-495-6742

MARCH 2012

REGION OFFICERS

Kate	Ritter	&	Geoff	Craig	—	Co-chairs
Henry Brillinger — Site Aquisition/Relations
Geoff	Craig	—	Course	and	Grid	Design
Chris Paveglio — Pre-registration
Kate Ritter — Registration
Dennis Cipriany — Safety
Ryan Hetrick — Tech Inspection
Anne Demmy — Timing
Charlie Demmy — Starter
Greg Hagan — Novice Program
Dan Woland — EMT Services
Paul Sciukas — Workers
Markus Houser — Truck & Equip. Manager

AUTOCROSS COMMITTEE

JULY 2013

 Sunday’s Autocross at Giant Center will 
mark the midpoint of Susquehanna Region’s 
competition season. It’s our busiest time right 
now. Before the next issue of The Squeal is 
distributed, we’ll have run Autocrosses #7, 
#8 and #9, as well as RallyCross #2. The class 
competition is as hot as the July weather.
 As we reach this mid-season event, drivers 
are surely considering how their accumulated 
points are stacking up with an eye toward a 
year-end class championship award. Some 
drivers have a healthy points lead, but with 
seven autocrosses yet to be run, nothing is yet 
set in stone. I remind competitors that they 
must compete in the same class in 7 of the 13 
events to be eligible for a year-end award, so 
it’s not too late to go for it. Of the 13 events, 
only	the	driver’s	best	9	event	finishes	will	be	
counted toward his or her series points total.
 The year-end PAX Championship award 
is	handled	differently	than	the	series	awards.	
Drivers are competing for a single award. Only 
the top 10 PAX positions at each event receive 
points and the driver that ends the season 
with the highest points will win the award. 
All events count toward this award; there are 
no event drop opportunities. The PAX award 
rewards both participation and competition.
 This issue covers a broad range of 
interesting and entertaining auto related 
topics and I thank those who have contributed 
material. I hope you enjoy the variety. I’ve 
included a personal account of my earliest 
experiences behind the wheel. I encourage 
you to share one of your more memorable 
recollections. Send your stories and photos to:   
mail@johnrudy.com   q    —  John

From the 
Editor’s 

Desk

Adam Moore & John Roscinski  — Co-chairs
RALLYCROSS COMMITTEE

mailto:mail@johnrudy.com
www.scca-susq.com
mailto:mail@johnrudy.com
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 The June Membership 
Meeting convened June 25, 2013 
at Gilligan’s, Harrisburg, at 8:00 
p.m. with Regional Executive 
Chris Paveglio presiding. 
 Alan Lesher gave the 
Treasurer’s Report. He said 
the income for the month far 
outweighed by the expenses. 
The June Autocross income was 
deposited June 2, and all the 
expenses for Rallycross #1 have 
been paid. 
 Year to date, Autocross 
expenses have exceeded income 
by a nominal amount, but with 
the June 2 deposit, it swings to a 
slight improvement.
 For the Farm Show events, 
we have a break even of 124 cars/
day, with the Hershey events, it’s 
54 cars a day. Autocross #3 we 
had 124 entrants, with 125 paid.
 Steve Limbert gave the 
membership report. We have 287 
members, which is an increase of 
7 from last month’s meeting.
 Chris Paveglio, RE gave the 
Web Site report. Pre-registration 
is open for the upcoming event, 
as well as the 7/7 double.
 OLD BUSINESS
 John Roscinski said the 9/29 
Rallycross	is	officially	dead.	He’s	
working with Henry Brillinger 
for an alternate date, possibly at 
Trail-Way Speedway if they are 
able to get the dust under control.
 Henry Brillinger said they 

will use calcium to control the 
dust, but after 7/28, we’ll have to 
wait and see. The calcium on the 
course will retain the moisture, 
which should help to control the 
dust.
	 The	Autocross	Committee	was	
then brought into the discussion.
	 Geoff	Craig,	Co-chair,	said	
the Sunday, 6/30 event is a go, as 
well as the 7/7 Double at the Farm 
Show.
 Chris Paveglio questioned 
Markus Houser as to whether 
additional radios need to be 
ordered, which Markus said 
he	would	be	getting	6	radios,	
purchased in pairs, complete 
with charger and rechargeable 
batteries.	
	 Geoff	mentioned	that	the	
group would meet at 6:30 a.m. 
this Sunday, as well as 10 am the 
Saturday before the double event. 
	 The	Truck/Trailer	committee	
needs to meet, and Chris Paveglio 
will be talking to people after the 
meeting. 

NEW BUSINESS:
 Alan Pozner mentioned 
that Porsche Club  uses 
motosportsreg.com for their fees, 
since they’d had issues with My 
Autoevents.com. Markus said 
that the Pay Pal issues the region 
had had been resolved, and that 
PayPal reports the Weekend 
membership numbers directly to 

«  Meeting Minutes  «
SCCA	National	Office.
 Alan Pozner made the 
motion to move the meeting 
from	8	p.m.	until	7:30	p.m.	Geoff	
Craig 2nd the motion. Carried by 
unanimous acclimation. 

GOOD AND WELFARE: 
 Steve Limbert said Charlie 
Demmy did a great job with the 
75th Anniversary of the Antique 
Automobile Club of America 
event, which had 38 imports, 
and an overall count of @ 200 for 
the Hillclimb and the Elegance. 
on / he had MGA/MGB parts 
available.
 A motion to adjourn was 
made by Steve Limbert, with a 
2nd by Alan Pozner. Meeting 
adjourned 8:38 p.m.   q 
    Dennis Cipriany,
    Region Secretary

Season 
Mid-Point

 The weather isn’t the 
only thing heating up. The 
July 21 autocross at Giant 
Center will mark the mid-
point of Susquehanna 
Region’s 2013 competition 
season. Full up-to-date 
results and points standings 
can be found at our website. 
Click on or navigate to:  
http://www.scca-susq.com/

motosportsreg.com
Autoevents.com
http://www.scca-susq.com
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Turbo, The Indy 500 Snail
 Racing movies don't come around every 
year, and this year we'll be treated to two (later 
this year comes RUSH by Ron Howard). This 
summer along comes "Turbo", an animated 
movie about a snail that wants to be fast and 
has a dream of competing in racing. Not just 
any race, but the Indianapolis 500.
 By dint of animation magic and suspension 
of disbelief (well, it's an animated cartoon 
movie, so your SoD should already be in gear 
and rolling along), the snail Turbo becomes 
supercharged by being pushed through a 
4 stroke along with some nitro methane 
(probably NOS for those watching for product 
placement).

	 Clearly	the	film	has	researched	the	latest	
generation of Indycars and seems to accurately 
display the cars (again as best as can be said 
for a cartoon movie) and the race itself. The 
creators have involved Indycar drivers and 
have	been	promoting	the	film	at	the	recent	
races, including sponsoring Tony Kanaan's 
car for a few races. It looks like some family 
friendly fun.
 It is in theaters as this edition goes to print, 
so race on over to your local theater to check it 
out. http://www.turbomovie.com/			q   
       —  Chris Paveglio

— By Chris Paveglio

Cover
    Story

 Turbo is a fun, family friendly movie that 
has laughs, action and suspense, with a big 
dose of the theme, “Believe in yourself and 
don’t give up.”
 Really this is great fare for kids, and 
anyone who enjoys racing. There is no 
violence or anything suggestive, nothing 
gross nor offensive. I feel it’s safe for little 
kids. And as an adult I enjoyed it, my wife 
and I were laughing out loud at some fun 
parodies of current culture and internet 
memes.
 My inner race car driver was completely 
satisfied at the way the Speedway is shown 
and especially how the race cars seemed 
extremely realistic (Dario Franchitti was 
the race consultant). Turbo (the snail) is a 
lovable hero, and his main competitor is not 
so crooked that you develop a hatred for 
him.
 All of this keeps the movie light and 
happy, and the plot moves along at a good 
pace. It’s a cartoon, so enjoy it for being 
slightly silly. It’s 90 minutes you’ll enjoy and 
feel good when you come out.   q   
       —  Chris Paveglio

Turbo Movie 
Review

http://www.turbomovie.com
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MondiPalooza Comes To Town
 

 A year in the making, owners of rare and 
exotic	cars	finally	gathered	together	June	29	
to July 2 in the Hershey/Harrisburg area for 
their “MondiPalooza” extended weekend of 
activities. While MondiPalooza centers on Ferrari 
Mondials, a variety of rare and exotic marques 
was represented. Saturday, Mondials from all 
over the country were displayed in the front 
circle of the AACA Museum in Hershey.
 I managed to connect with the group on 
Sunday morning brunch at Char’s Restaurant 
on Front Street in Harrisburg. The brunch was 
the start of day two of a four day schedule 
of assorted activities and visits to Central-
Pennsylvania	attractions.
 The group’s brunch was invaded by some 
uninvited guests - party crashers, if you will; 
Pamela Hirschhorn, writer and photographer 
for her http:www.northeastwheelsevents.com/ 
website and myself for The Squeal. Also crashing 
the party was local notable, Ken “Dutch” 
Fenical, owner, designer and builder of rods and 
customs at his famed “Posies” Special Interest 
Vehicles shop in Hummelstown. http://www.
posiesrodsandcustoms.com/
 Dutch didn’t show up with a camera, but 
wowed the group with his radical custom satin 
black Chevy-powered “EX-V12” E-type Jaguar. 
While the Jag purists might shun his creative 
genius, the Rod and Custom crowd has enjoyed 
Posie’s	award-winning	creations	for	nearly	five	
decades. Fenical’s “Posie’s” builds are often 
mentioned in the same breath with those of 
custom car icons like Boyd Coddington, Gene 
Winfield,	Darryl	Starbird	and	Chip	Foose.
 I’ve posted a photo gallery of the Char’s 
stopover. Click on or navigate to:  http://www.
johnrudy.com/mondipalooza2013/ and a Google 
search of “mondipalooza” will turn up even 
more photos and videos.   q      – John Rudy

— By John Rudy

“Dutch” Fenical crashed Sunday’s brunch 
with his EX-V12 Jag.   — John Rudy Photos

The group’s featured car for this event 
weekend, the Ferrari Mondial.

I caught up with the MondiPalooza group at 
their Sunday Char’s Restaurant brunch stop.

Cover
    Story

www.northeastwheelsevents.com
http://www.posiesrodsandcustoms.com
http://www.posiesrodsandcustoms.com
http://www.johnrudy.com/mondipalooza2013
http://www.johnrudy.com/mondipalooza2013


Page 6

Giants Despair Hillclimb
 Giant's Despair Hillclimb was held on July 
13-14. This hillclimb is all about tradition. It 
is the oldest speed event in Pennsylvania and 
much of America, pre-dating Indy by several 
years; and may be the oldest surviving speed 
event	in	the	world.	Carroll	Shelby	was	the	first	
to break the 60-second mark. And the name;  
John Buynan wrote this in "Pilgrims Progress" 
in the 15 century. "in England there was a 
town, in the town there was a road, at the end 
of the road there was a lane, and at the end of 
the lane there was a castle, and the name of 
the castle was "Giants Despair". 
 But things change. Now, the fast cars 
are champ cars, running in the 38-second 
bracket.  The "slow" cars are the showroom 
stock, touring and small-bore production cars.  
Last weekend, I competed in a 1996 Neon 
Touring-4 sedan. I drove well and was able to 
pull	off	a	win	and	class	record	time	under	60	
seconds.
	 Well,	I	finally	beat	Shelby.	Never	mind	
that it was more than 50 years late.
 Here is a brief list of Susquehanna Region 
drivers and their 2013 results:
- Don DeHart;  3rd in F/SP
- Alan Lesher:  1st in T-4 (new record)
- Gordon Wise:  1st in SPO
- Don McLaughlin;  2nd in GTL
-	Bryan	Fritzler;		1st	in	CSR
- Kurt Eikenberg;  1st in DSR.
 Wikipedia delves into the history of the 
event, saying, " The Giants Despair Hillclimb 
is a hillclimb established in 1906 just outside 
Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania in Laurel Run, 
Pennsylvania, United States. The contest 
was	first	run	in	conjunction	with	Wilkes-
Barre's centennial celebration. It is the oldest 
continuing motorsport event in Pennsylvania.

— By Alan Lesher

Race drivers from across the nation gather 
annually on East Northampton Street, the name 
of the road that winds its way through a 1 mile 
section of Pennsylvania's steep mountains. 
Rising 650 feet, the course reaches grades up to 
20% and has six turns—including the 110 degree 
"Devil's Elbow"— in the race to the top.The 
original race was won in 2 minutes 11.2 seconds.
	 "In	its	first	years,	the	race	was	used	as	a	
proving grounds by the biggest names in the 
automotive industry. Louis Chevrolet raced the 
hill in 1909 driving for Buick. He won Event 
No. 2 in the Gasoline Stock Cars class in a time 
of 2:34.4 sec, his car being the only entry in the 
class.	He	is	chiefly	remembered	for	an	accident:	
'A Buick with Louis Chevrolet driving, turned 
turtle on the course and narrowly missed a 
group of people. Chevrolet was not badly 
injured.'
	 "Bill	Milliken	drove	the	AJB/FWD	Butterball	
Special,	#111,	in	1955	finishing	third	overall	in	a	
time of 63.771 sec.
 "Carroll Shelby, Roger Penske and Oscar 
Koveleski are just a few of the famous drivers 
that set out to tackle the mile. The hill has been 
paved many times and the records have been 
shattered.	The	current	record	holder	is	Darryl	
Danko, who ran the course in 38.360 seconds 
in 2007. Today, the Hillclimb is run on the 
second weekend of July and is organized by the 
Pennsylvania Hillclimb Association (PHA)."
 Giant's Despair has a long and storied past 
and is as popular an annual event as ever. A 
great deal more information can be found on the 
internet	about	this	event's	significance.	A	good	
starting point is Wikipedia, which speaks of 
previous winners and record holders. Go to: 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Giants_Despair_
Hillclimb/     q              — Alan Lesher

Pennsylvania.Race
Pennsylvania.Race
top.The
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Giants_Despair_Hillclimb
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Giants_Despair_Hillclimb
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Meeting Of The Marques Festival

   The Susquehanna Region 
would like to introduce our newest 
sponsor, Winding Road Racing. 
They have a range of products 
including race suits, helmets, car 
cleaning supplies, Car-life t-shirts, 
and more. Please support them 
when you are looking for any 
products for your car.
 Use their promotional 
discount code "SUSQ5", just for 
Susquehanna Region Members, to 
take	5%	off	of	your	order!	Check	
out their on-line catalog at:
http://store.windingroad.com/				q    
      — Chris Paveglio 

Winding 
Road Racing 
Welcomed

 The Meeting of the Marques Festival 
is a two day event featuring the  “Artistry 
on Wheels” Motorshow on Saturday, 
September 28th and the “Artistry in Motion” 

Driving Tour on Sunday, September 29th.
 The event will be held in conjunction with In 
conjunction with the Harvest of the Arts Festival in 
 Carlisle, PA. Saturday’s Artistry on Wheels 
Motorshow is a celebration of the automobile’s 
cultural impact upon society as rolling sculpture. 
and will take place in center-city Carlisle. 
 The Artistry in Motion will provide time for 
the participants to play with a ‘Sunday drive’ of 
spirited fun. The Tour will end with a luncheon at 
the Allenberry Resort in Boiling Springs, PA.
 Two groups are available. One group will be 
open to all British made (or U.K.) automobiles. The 
other group is open to North American, European 
and Asian Sports Cars and Sports-Touring 
Cars. For more information go to: http://www.
meetingofthemarques.com/Home_Page.html/				q     
       – John Rudy

www.store.windingroad.com

http://store.windingroad.com
http://www.meetingofthemarques.com/Home_Page.html
http://www.meetingofthemarques.com/Home_Page.html
www.store.windingroad.com
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AutoCamp Tire & Auto Service Center

 AutoCamp Tire & Auto Service Center has 
been Susquehanna Region’s autocross series 
title sponsor for nearly 20 years.
 Steve Hammond started AutoCamp in 1988 
as	a	Yokohama	tire	dealer.	In	his	first	year,	
he met Vince Gladfelter and sponsored him,  
providing a set of what were the hot tires at 
the time, the Yokohama 008. They formed a 
friendship and working relationship. After 
a short stint of working at his own business, 
Vince joined Steve at AutoCamp where he’s 
been for many years.
 Both Vince and Steve have been racers 
for a number of years. Vince started racing 
in	1977,	when	he	went	to	his	first	autocross	
at Harrisburg East Mall. He told his mom he 
was “just going shopping” for a while, but 
was actually competing against another long 
time	autocrosser,	Forrest	Graeff.	Both	of	them	
were driving Chevy Vegas at the time, and it’s 
obvious both were hooked on racing.

	 Vince	had	a	number	of	different	cars	over	
the years, including a Karmann Ghia, a VW 
Jetta,	a	Solo	Vee,	and	a	Sports	Racer	2000.	He’s	
participated and won in autocrosses, hill climbs, 
track days, and road racing. He is a member 
of the exclusive “under 2 minute club” at the 
Duryea hillclimb. His now iconic BMW 2002tii 
was purchased in 1994. He raced it for a bit, and 
then took it back to semi-street duty when it 
became uncompetitive in it’s class.
 Now, for the past 10 years it’s been his 
regular autocross machine (this year in FSP), 
regularly winning its class. Vince also takes the 
BMW to track days and vintage car days.
 Steve Hammond got the racing bug too, and 
started in autocross. He moved to road racing 
after a few years and drove in ITB and ITE. He 
acquired	a	World	Challenge	Corvette	and	ran	it	
hard at Summit Point. He broke a lap record at 
1:17.9, but was running the engine so close to the 
edge it didn’t last much longer after that hot run.
 At AutoCamp, Steve and Vince can take care 
of your daily drivers as well as your race car 

needs. They have four service bays 
and an alignment rack. They will 
be happy to perform all special 
race alignments to your specs, or 
certainly talk with you about what 
they know from their years driving.
      Steve and Vince are proud of 
their work and their experienced 
employees, all of which have 
at least 10 years of service with 
AutoCamp. They will work with 
your schedule to get your car in 
and out so you aren’t stuck without 
your vehicle for too long.

— By Chris Paveglio

(Continued on Page 9 - “AutoCamp”)AutoCamp can handle your car’s needs.  — Chris Paveglio photo
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	 Autocamp	offers	a	full	range	of	
maintenance services for all your vehicles: 
 • Pennsylvania State Inspection
	 •	Certified	Pennsylvania	Emissions
 • Regularly Scheduled Factory
     Maintenance for Domestic and
     Imports
 • Complete Tune-ups
 • Automatic Transmission Flushes
 • Fuel Injection Cleaning
 • Cooling System Services
 • Replace Windshield Wipers
 • Coolant System Flushes
 • Timing Belts
 • Computer Diagnostic Service
 • Expert Brake Service and Repairs
 • Air Conditioning Services and Repairs
 • Diagnose & Repair Charging Systems
 • Diagnose & Repair Driveline problems
 • Repair Overheating / Temperature Issues
 AutoCamp is also a direct Hoosier tire 
dealer	and	can		offer	better	tire	prices	than	
TireRack. Just talk to them about what you 
are	looking	for!	Aside	from	Hoosier	they	can	
also order Kumho, Yokohama, Cooper, Toyo, 
and just about any other brand of street or 
racing tire. And they also take the time to use a 
proper torque wrench on all lug nuts.
 Support this long time supporter of our 
region whenever you need service for your car, 
and let Steve or Vince know you are a member 
of Susquehanna Region.
	 Autocamp	is	located	at	3609	Hartzdale	
Drive in Camp Hill, just a block from the 
Capital City Mall and easy access from Rt 15. 
Call them for an appointment at 717-761-8881. 
You can also visit their website at http://www.
autocampusa.com/   q    —  Chris Paveglio

AutoCamp Tire & Auto Service Center 
(Continued from Page 8)

	 Corvettes	at	Carlisle	will	be	held	August	
23-25 at the Carlisle Expo Fairgrounds. 
Adult Admission: Daily Thurs-Sat $15 / Sun 
$7 /  Event Pass $35 / Child Admission: 12 & 
Under	FREE!
	 The	largest	and	most	fun-filled	Corvette	
event	in	the	world,	the	annual	Corvettes	
at Carlisle event features more than 5,000 
Corvettes	representing	all	generations	
of	America’s	classic	sports	car.	Corvette	
enthusiasm is contagious with participation 
in autocross, burnouts and the parade 
through historic downtown Carlisle.
	 In	addition	to	the	Corvette	giveaway,	
the excitement continues with an incredible 
shopping experience, including a huge swap 
meet with a wide variety of vendors, an all-
Corvette	car	corral,	Manufacturers	Midway	
and Installation Alley.
	 Registration	for	the	2013	Corvettes	at	
Carlisle	is	open!	Register	online	or	call	717-
243-7855 today. Pre-registration discounts 
are available now through July 22, 2013. q

 

Corvettes At 
Carlisle

Vince Gladfelter continues to successfully campaign 
his beautiful BMW 2002tii.  — Chris Paveglio photo

http://www.autocampusa.com
http://www.autocampusa.com
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My Earliest Driving Days

 On March 1, 1967 I turned 16. It was a 
Wednesday and the Pennsylvania Department 
of	Transportation	offices	were	open	for	
business. I took my completed driver’s permit 
application	to	the	Herr	Street	office	and	was	
issued what every red-blooded 16-year-old 
yearns	for	–	driving	privileges!
	 Two	events	in	that	first	month	set	my	
direction	with	automobiles.	The	first	was	
my earliest driving experience that set my 
visceral appreciation for ’60s-era cars with lots 
of horsepower. The second was even more 
prophetic and would lead to half a lifetime of 
avoiding pylons.
 My father was not as enthused as I was 
about his taking me out for driving practice 
with his car. Fortunately, Zeke Zerance, a 
neighborhood friend of my 4-year-older 
brother,	took	me	out	for	my	first	lessons	in	a	
rare car he’d purchased new just three months 
earlier, a 1967 Plymouth GTX.
 This was no run-of-the-mill GTX, but 
a special order car built for drag racing, a 
“factory experimental” model that featured 
a 440 c.i. engine equipped with two 4-barrel 
carbs on a ram-style intake manifold, free-

flowing	cast	iron	exhaust	manifolds	and	a	host	
of beefed-up internals. It also came with a heavy-
duty	727	Torqueflite	transmission,	4.10	rear	gears	
and a beefed-up suspension.
 Zeke was a drag racer who frequented 
1/8-mile and 1/4-mile drag strips all over the 
mid-Atlantic area. His GTX regularly clicked 
off	mid-8	second	1/8-mile	and	mid-12	second	
1/4-mile runs and Zeke acquired a room full of 
trophies with it. Those times may not sound 
so remarkable today, but considering the tire 
technology of the time, they were impressive.
	 Zeke	sure	had	guts,	letting	a	kid	who	had	
never driven before get behind the wheel of 
his new car. We did a few familiarization laps 
around the rear of Harrisburg’s Kline Village 
Shopping Center so I could acclimate to the 
controls. He then ushered me out into 29th Street 
traffic.	For	a	car	built	for	the	drags,	the	GTX	
was a civil road car as well and though quite 
powerful was well behaved on the city streets. 
That GTX left me with an indelible, lifelong 
appreciation of big cars with loads of power.
 The second occurred two weeks later when 
I went for my driver’s test at the State Police 
testing center on Herr Street. The eye exam and 
written	test	were	fine.	At	the	time,	the	actual	
driving portion of the test was performed on 
a small dedicated lot behind the facility. An 
officer	would	ride	shotgun	while	you	progressed	
through a few simple maneuvers and a U-turn 
into	a	five-cone	slalom.	I	hit	one	of	the	pylons	
and failed the test. A return visit to the testing 
center two weeks later was successful. My 
penance	for	hitting	that	pylon	has	been	30	years	
of	autocrossing.	Go	figure.
 If you’re curious about the 1967 GTX, TV’s 
Power Block has an on-line video that shows 
a ’67 440’s performance; impressive even in 

— By John Rudy

My training wheels — a 1967 Plymouth GTX. 
It left a lifelong impression.  — Internet photo

(Continued on Page 11 - See “Driving Days”)
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My Earliest Driving Days
stock form. Go to:  http://www.powerblocktv.
com/ymm/YMPLBEL67A/1967-plymouth-
belvedere-gtx-440/
 As an aside, writing this story triggered a 
desire to try to locate Zeke. I hadn’t spoken 
with him for more than 40 years. He moved 
from the old neighborhood shortly after my 
driving instruction. Since he was more a friend 
with my older brother, I really didn’t have that 
much contact with him after that. Well, my 
brother passed away a few years ago, so I was 
left to my own devices, namely the internet, 
to	try	to	find	Zeke.	(Telephone	directories	are	
practically useless anymore.) I began the search 
with	little	hope	I’d	ever	find	him.
 I knew Zeke was a nickname, but I couldn’t 
remember	ever	hearing	his	true	first	name.	
(It turned out to be John; I think I would 
have remembered that if I’d heard it.) It was 
fairly obvious that Googling “Zeke” Zerance 
wouldn’t yield a result, so I began with a plan 
to call any Zerance family members I could 
find,	beginning	with	local	area	addresses.

	 The	first	call	was	to	a	Zerance	residence	
in Harrisburg. After introducing myself and 
explaining why I called, I asked if he knew a 
Zeke Zerance. He said he didn’t. I mentioned 
the neighborhood in which we had lived and he 
said he seemed to remember an aunt living there 
many years ago and that her son, his cousin, 
lived somewhere in the Steelton area.
 Another internet search turned up a Zerance 
in Enhaut (near Steelton), so I dialed the 
number.	Just	as	I	had	done	with	the	first	caller,	I	
introduced myself and asked if he knew a Zeke 
Zerance,	to	which	he	exclaimed,	“That’s	me!”
	 I	was	flabbergasted!	Forty+	years	out	of	touch	
and I’d located him in just ten minutes and two 
phone	calls!	
 Zeke was just as surprised. As soon as he 
heard	my	name,	old	memories	began	to	flow	and	
he too recalled my driver training. We talked for 
about	an	hour,	hitting	the	highlights	of	our	last	
four decades, but we have a lot more catching up 
to	do.	We’ll	be	getting	together	for	lunch	soon	to	
reminisce.    q    —  John Rudy

(Continued from Page 10)

 

Celebrate Henry Ford’s 150th Birthday 
At The AACA Museum — By John Rudy
 July 30th marks the 150th birthday of the 
father of the automobile, Henry Ford. He is 
most famously known as being the founder of 
the Ford Motor Company and manufacturing 
some of the most iconic vehicles of all time.
 The AACA Museum takes pride in the 
extensive collection of Fords they have 
acquired over the past ten years and they 
will take you on a tour through the life of 
Henry Ford. The Museum is home to the only 
official	replica	of	the	Ford	Quadricycle,	built	

by Burnard Jarstfer. They will showcase Larry 
Porter’s extremely rare “Alphabet Collection” 
complete	with	all	of	the	letter	models	made	from	
the time of the Quadricycle to the Model T. The 
museum also has more Model Ts from the early 
1900s as well as Fords throughout the ages.
 The AACA Museum will celebrate his genius 
on Tuesday, July 30. There’s special ticket pricing 
and activities for the kids. Go to their website for 
more info: http://www.aacamuseum.org/events/
newsstory.aspx?id=306/  q  —  John Rudy

http://www.powerblocktv.com/ymm/YMPLBEL67A/1967
http://www.powerblocktv.com/ymm/YMPLBEL67A/1967
http://www.aacamuseum.org/events/newsstory.aspx?id=306
http://www.aacamuseum.org/events/newsstory.aspx?id=306
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2013 Region
Event Schedule
Jan. 22 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s

Feb. 14 Executive Board Meeting at Gilligan’s
 26 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s

Mar. 26 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s

Apr.   6 Autocross #1 at Large Lot, Hershey 
     7 Autocross #2 at Large Lot, Hershey
 23 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s

May      5 RallyCross #1 at Trail-Way Speedway,
   Hanover
      18-19  Carlisle Autocross (not a series event)
 28 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s

June  2 Note change - Single Autocrosses #3
   at Farm Show Complex, Harrisburg
 25 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s 
  30 Autocross #4 at Giant Center, Hershey

July   7 Double Header Autocrosses #5 & #6
   at Farm Show Complex, Harrisburg
 21 Autocross #7 at Giant Center, Hershey
 23 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s
 28 RallyCross #2 at Trail-Way Speedway,
   Hanover

Aug. 18 Double Header Autocrosses #8 & #9
   at Farm Show Complex, Harrisburg
 27 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s

Sept. 15 Double Header Autocrosses #10 & #11
   at Farm Show Complex, Harrisburg
 24 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s
 29	Note	change	-RallyCross	#3	Cancelled!

Oct. 22 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s
 26 Autocross #12 at Large Lot, Hershey
 27 Autocross #13 at Large Lot, Hershey

Nov. 26 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s

Dec. — NO Membership Meeting this month

Jan. 18 Year End Banquet, Grantville Holiday

Meeting Change
     The start time of our monthly membership 
meetings at Gilligan's in Harrisburg has been 
moved one-half hour ahead to 7:30 PM. We 
hold our meetings on the fourth Tuesday of 
every month except December. There is no 
December meeting due to the proximity of the 
Christmas holidays.
	 Come	to	Gilligan's	early	for	a	fine	dinner.	
You can view their menu and other details at: 
http://www.gilligansbarandgrill.net/				r

RENT
THIS

SPACE
Sponsor Space Available — If you’d 

like to join our sponsorship ranks, we’ll 
make room for you. Contact me at 

mail@johnrudy.com for details. 

www.ssc-tint.com/

http://www.gilligansbarandgrill.net
mailto:mail@johnrudy.com
www.ssc-tint.com
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Sponsor Space Available — If you’d like to join our sponsorship ranks, 
we’ll make room for you. Contact me at mail@johnrudy.com for details. 

3609 Hartzdale Drive
Camp Hill, PA 17011

Diagnostic & Repair:
Computer Diagnostic Service
Expert Brake Service and Repairs
Air Conditioning Svcs  & Repairs
Diagnose & Repair Chargintg Systems
Diagnose & Repair Driveline
Repair Overheating / Temperature Issues

Wheels & Suspension:
Mounting Tires up to 20”
Dynamic Spin Balancing
Computerized Wheel Alignment
Suspension and Front End Service
Weighting of Race Cars
Custom Alignments tailored for Racing
Custom Suspension Work

Maintenance:
Pennsylvania State Inspection
Certified Pennsylvania Emissions
Regularly Scheduled Factory Maintenance
Complete Tune-ups
Automatic Transmission Flushes
Fuel Injection Cleaning
Cooling System Services
Replace Windshield Wipers
Coolant System Flushes www.autocampusa.com(717) 761-8881

Monday-Friday 8:00am-5:30pm

Tell them

you saw the

ad in SUSQ

SCCA’s Squeal

Newsletter

1560 Old Mountain Road
Wellsville, PA 17365 • (717) 432-4116

Race Car Fabrication, restoration and preparation
Parts, fuel cells, safety equipment, and trailers, specializing in Porsche.
SCCA Tech Inspections and Novice Permits

www.aircooledracing.comwww.aircooledracing.com

Graphics by Chris Paveglio

PHOTOGRAPHY FOR BUSINESS

JOHN RUDY PHOTOGRAPHY

Digital Photography
for Marketing and

Corporate Communication

3800 HILLCREST ROAD, HARRISBURG, PA 17109
phone 717-545-9630   v   mail@johnrudy.com

Executive Portraiture RENT
THIS

SPACE

1560 Old Mountain Road
Wellsville, PA 17365 • (717) 432-4116

Race Car Fabrication, restoration and preparation
Parts, fuel cells, safety equipment, and trailers, specializing in Porsche.
SCCA Tech Inspections and Novice Permits

www.aircooledracing.comwww.aircooledracing.com

1560 Old Mountain Road
Wellsville, PA 17365 • (717) 432-4116

Race Car Fabrication, restoration and preparation
Parts, fuel cells, safety equipment, and trailers, specializing in Porsche.
SCCA Tech Inspections and Novice Permits

www.aircooledracing.comwww.aircooledracing.com

Auto Air Conditioners • Auto Tops • Cruise Controls
Upholstering • Sun Roofs • Power Windows

Power Door Locks • Security Systems

1500 Paxton St., Harrisburg, PA 17104

UTO SEAT
COVER CO.

www.autoseatcover.biz
(717) 238-9611

Accessories - Restyling

mailto:mail@johnrudy.com
mailto:mail@johnrudy.com

