
Our Farm Show 
RallyCross

 Susquehanna Region held its second and 
final RallyCross for 2014 this past Sunday. The 
event drew 33 competitors who were enticed 
by the virgin grass field occasionally used for 
overflow parking for Farm Show functions. 
The loamy soil was a pleasant departure from 
the horrifically dusty Trail-Way Speedway 
track used earlier this year.
 Henry Brillinger and Forrest Graeff share 
their views on the event. See Henry’s story on 
Page 5 and Forrest’s story on Page 6.  q
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John Parker approaches the RallyCross start 
line. The grid and the paddock can be seen 
in the background..  — Jim Snyder photo

 Mother Nature tried her best to dampen 
this year’s AACA Eastern Regional Fall Meet 
at Hershey, but even with nine inches of rain 
and minor flooding on Thursday and Friday, 
she couldn’t wash out the event. The stormy 
weather broke for Saturday’s activities. Charlie 
Demmy and other members of SVVSCC were 
on hand to work the event. See Charlie’s Fall 
Meet story on Page 4.  q

The appearance of Ed Katz’ beautifully 
restored MGB was handsomely rewarded at 
the awards ceremony.  — Chandra Beekler photo

Car Chatter –
Another Successful 
Hershey Fall Meet



Page 2
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Susquehanna Region, SCCA
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The Squeal — John Rudy, Editor

3800 Hillcrest Road, Harrisburg, PA 17109 
mail@johnrudy.com

Susquehanna Region’s membership meets 
at 7:30 PM on the fourth Tuesday of each 

month, except December, at Gilligan’s Bar & 
Grill, 987 Eisenhower Blvd, Harrisburg, PA. 
For more information, go to our website at 

www.scca-susq.com

Regional Executive
 Chris Paveglio — 717-664-5495
Assistant Regional Executive
 Henry Brillinger — 717-697-1610
Secretary
 Dennis Cipriany — 570-522-9356
Treasurer
 Alan Lesher — 717-486-4087
Directors
	 Geoff	Craig	3yr	—	717-367-7853	 	
 Dave Walter 2yr — 717-691-9320
 Alan Pozner 1yr — 717-343-7708
ASCC Representative
 Markus Houser — 717-495-6742

MARCH 2012

REGION OFFICERS

Kate	Ritter	&	Geoff	Craig	—	Co-chairs
Henry Brillinger — Site Aquisition/Relations
Geoff	Craig	—	Course	and	Grid	Design
Chris Paveglio — Pre-registration
Kate Ritter — Registration
Dennis Cipriany — Safety
Ryan Hetrick — Tech Inspection
Anne Demmy — Timing
Charlie Demmy — Starter
Greg Hagan — Novice Program
Dan Woland — EMT Services
Paul Sciukas — Workers
Markus Houser — Truck & Equip. Manager

AUTOCROSS COMMITTEE

NOVEMBER 2013

 We finalized our autocross season the 
weekend of October 26-27. Registration was 
limited to 155 because of the time restrictions 
at the Hershey lot, and both days were filled 
to capacity. Susquehanna Region enjoyed yet 
another successful solo season and we look 
forward to next year’s event schedule.
 The Region hosted its second and final 
2013 RallyCross on November 17th and the 33 
competitors in attendance were treated to 12 
runs. Results at RallyCross differ considerably 
from Autocross. In Autocross a driver’s best 
single run of the event determines finishing 
positions, but in RallyCross all runs count and 
results are based on cumulative total time of all 
runs. Results are at http://www.scca-susq.com
 The RallyCross was held on a previously 
unused site, a grassy, open field just off 
Elmerton Avenue near the Farm Show 
Complex. The response from the competitors 
was positive, so we will look into using it again 
next year, perhaps for a series of  events.
 A slate of officers was determined at 
the October 22nd membership meeting. 
Nominations will again be opened and 
elections held at the November 26th meeting 
at Gilligan’s. Come out for the good food and 
camaraderie with your fellow club members.
 The RallyCross closed our competition 
season and we’re already working on nest 
year’s schedule. We still have one event to 
finalize the 2013 season, the Year-End Awards 
Banquet, which will be held at the Grantville 
Holiday Inn on January 18, 2014.
  I can always use material for The Squeal, 
even in the “off season.” Send your stories and 
photos to:  mail@johnrudy.com   q    —  John

From the 
Editor’s 

Desk

Adam Moore & John Roscinski  — Co-chairs
RALLYCROSS COMMITTEE
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 The October meeting was 
convened at Gilligan’s on 
Tuesday, October 22, 2013 at 7:27.
 Alan Lesher gave the 
Treasurer’s report. 
 Henry Brillinger announced 
that the Region has 286 members, 
one less than as last month.
 Since we already have 104 
entrants for Saturday’s autocross, 
a discussion was held on how 
we should handle walkups when 
we have more walkups ups 
than we can allow to enter.  We 

specified a closing time for both 
Tech Inspection and Registration 
of 8:45 AM so Kate can be strict 
about not allowing entries after 
the 8:45.
 A discussion about the 
direction of active Solo Safety 
Stewards came to the conclunsion 
that we need someone to 
schedule them.  Henry will 
provide Alan Lesher and John 
Rudy with a list of qualified 
Region Safety Stewards.
 Nominations were opened for 

«  Meeting Minutes  «
Region Executive Board members. 
The following members were 
nominated:
Regional Executive -  Chris 
Paveglio
Assistant Regional Executive -  
Henry Brillinger
Treasurer - Alan Lesher
Secretary - Alan Pozner
Executive Board member for 3 
years - Markus Houser
Meeting  adjourned at 8:11.   q 
         Henry Brillinger,
         Acting Secretary

 Mark your calendars! A significant order 
of Susquehanna Region business will be 
entertained at the Tuesday, November 26 
membership meeting at Gilligan’s. A slate 
of officer nominees for 2014 was formulated 
at the October meeting. Nominations for the 
executive positions will be re-opened at the 
November meeting, followed by elections. 
Positions to be filled and nominees include:
  Regional Executive, Chris Paveglio
  Asst. Regional Executive, Henry Brillinger
  Treasurer, Alan Lesher
  Secretary, Alan Pozner
  Director (3 year term), Markus Houser
Susquehanna Region By Laws state:
 ARTICLE V – ELECTIONS 
Section 1 - Nominations:
 “Any two members in good standing 
may nominate a candidate for the Region 
executive board. Nominations will be held in 
October and again in November, at the general 
membership meeting.”
 We’ll meet at 7:30 PM at Gilligan’s Bar & 
Grill, 987 Eisenhower Blvd. in Harrisburg.  q

Elections

 September 28-29 was the first time the 
Harvest of the Carlisle Arts Festival hosted 
the Meeting of the Marques, an annual motor 
show featuring classic sports cars. Also 
described as Artistry on Wheels, the show 
featured about 85 European, North American 
and Asian cars parked around the intersection 
of West and West High Streets. The meeting 
was put on by members of the Susquehanna 
Valley Vintage Sports Car Club of Hershey.
 Sunday’s Artistry in Motion Driving Tour 
exceeded expectations as a first-year Day 2 
addition (and maybe a new MoM tradition).  
The touring route ended at abrunch at the 
Allenberry Resort. It was quite the day to be 
remembered by those in the 35 participating 
vehicles. Carlisle has already invited the 
Meeting of the Marques back for next year’s 
Harvest of the Arts Festival.  q   
    —  Stan Carpenter

Meeting 
Of The 
Marques



Page 4

Car Chatter
— By Charlie Demmy

 The Antique Automobile Club of America 
(AACA) National Fall Meet was recently held on 
October 9th thru 12th in Hershey. The first day 
of the meet, Wednesday, was a seasonably nice 
autumn day with a large 
car corral and 9,000 vendors 
spread over four huge 
flea market fields. By that 
evening, however, it was all 
about to change.
 A huge storm was 
heading our way and by 
Thursday morning the 
weather started to really go 
down hill. The rain came 
and stayed over us all day 
Thursday and Friday. It was 
a total wash out. Parts of 
HersheyPark were flooded 
and over nine inches of rain 
fell by Friday evening.
 The car show scheduled for Saturday was a 
major concern to Hershey Region officials. It is 
held on grass that was once part of a golf course 
next to the Giant Center. 1,300 antique cars were 
entered and with wet grass and the potential 
for lots of mud it would be a complete mess. 
However, throughout the Fall Meet history this 
event was never cancelled, so the show must go 
on!
 Saturday arrived and the rain finally was 
gone from the our area. We were told by 
HERCO that the field had a good drainage 
system and that we should not worry. Much 
to our surprise, the temperature was mild and 
the field was actually in good shape. Show cars 
started to pour in by 6:30 AM and by the time 
the sun came up the grass was mostly dry.

 SVVSCC members Jim Chichi, Chandra and 
Ray Beekler and I were parking marshals for the 
import area (Fourth Avenue) and Eric Wahlberg 
was on the judging team. We had 68 total cars 

entered over four import 
classes, but only about half 
actually showed. SVVSCC 
had eight members entered 
and only Ed Katz arrived 
with his car.
     Ed had good reason 
to brave the elements, 
however. His freshly 
restored 1969 MGB was 
going for its first AACA 
award and Ed was going 
to be there come hell or 
HIGH WATER - and the car 
looked great. Perseverance 
paid off because at Saturday 
evening’s Awards Banquet 

Ed received his first place junior award. Now he 
can concentrate on the next level of AACA-the 
coveted senior award.
 Club member Alan Lesher also was showing 
his 1966 Plymouth Barracuda in class DPC 
(Driver’s Participation Class) and received a 
repeat preservation award. Congratulations to 
Ed and Alan. Next year’s date is October 8-11, 
same time, same place.
 While I’m on the subject of dates, the 
Elegance at Hershey has booked its dates for the 
next FIVE years. They are: June 13-15, 2014; June 
12-14, 2015: June 10-12, 2016; June 9-11, 2017; 
and June 8-10, 2018. As you can see they are 
all three day events which means the hillclimb 
continues to be a Friday and Saturday affair.   q       
    — Charlie Demmy

Another Successful Hershey Fall Meet

Cover
Story

Braving the elements paid off big 
for Ed Katz and his freshly restored 
MGB.  — Chandra Beekler photo
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Our Farm Show RallyCross
RALLYCROSS

— By Henry Brillinger

 The Susquehanna Region’s current 
RallyCross efforts finally became fully 
successful on its fourth try.  Last year at 
Susquehanna Speedway, a broken solder 
connection on the timing system and an early 
shut down required by 
the track owner limited 
us to providing only 
six runs. This year at 
Trail-Way Speedway in 
May, extreme amounts 
of dust offered an 
unpleasant experience 
but we did manage to 
provide eight runs. For 
the Trail-Way event in 
July the track owners 
devised a plan to deal 
with the dust but a 
torrential rainstorm the 
day and night before turned the bowl shaped 
speedway into a lake that even the owner’s earth 
moving equipment could not navigate so we 
had to cancel the event and refund entries.
 Then we found out that the Pennsylvania 
Farm Show Complex and Expo Center was 
willing to rent us their 300’ by 700’ grass 
parking lot with an asphalt lot for our paddock.  
Finally our efforts were rewarded with success.
 On Sunday morning, November 17, under 
threatening skies and predictions of rain for 
the afternoon, we began parade laps for the 
first run group at 9:30, a half hour ahead of 
schedule. During the rest of the day all 33 
entrants received parade laps before each 
of their heats and they received a total of 12 
timed competition runs. We were finished with 
competition by 2:30. Then we gave all who were 

interested fun runs that lasted till 3:30.
 Region RallyCross Co-chairs John Roscinski 
and Adam Moore did a nice job of running the 
event.  With the help of five other rally crossers 
they essentially completed the course layout 
on Saturday. In addition they introduced some 
interesting changes to the way we normally 

run our autocrosses. 
At autocrosses our 
Worker Chief assigns 
registrants to worker 
positions at the time of 
registration. Then prior 
to the beginning of each 
heat the Worker Chief 
directs the workers 
to their positions and 
takes roll to insure that 
all entrants are filling 
the position that they 
were assigned to. At 
the rallycross, however, 

workers were assigned to their worker positions 
from the entry registration rolls by John before 
the event started and then they were told where 
they would ork when they registered. The 
workers were then directed to their positions 
by the Stage Captain. The position of Stage 
Captain seems to have been developed in Stage 
Rallies where a Captain is appointed to oversee 
the operations of a specific stage or section of 
road that is timed. In our RallyCross the Stage 
Captain was assigned not only the responsibility 
for posting the workers to their positions but 
also organizing the grid, coordinating timing 
with the starter on the start line, reviewing 
course changes and  dealing with complaints.  
Some aspects of this approach might be 
useful to incorporate into the operation of our 
autocross series.  q     — Henry Brillinger

John Roscinski took first place in Modified 
All-Wheel-Drive and FTD.  — Jim Snyder photo

Cover
Story
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Our November RallyCross

RALLYCROSS

— By Forrest Graeff

Google Earth

 I’d like to give thanks to all the people 
who made last Sunday’s RallyCross a great 
event. To the Region regulars that take care of 
timing, registration, equipment, site acquisition, 
safety and set-up/tear down - you are all The 
Best! And thanks to the visiting “firemen” 
who brought their expertise to oversee our 
RallyCross. 
 If Autocross is grassroots racing, then 
RallyCross is ragweed racing. This sport has 
been around forever in Great Britain, but finally 
we have our own version in the Colonies.
 Driving on a marked, off-road, closed 
course, at slow speeds with an “everyday 
driver” is the best way to describe this event. 
The surface can be dirt, clay, snow or gravel. 
In the almost 20 years I have been competing, I 
have seen the course laid out with orange cones, 
green and red painted tomato stakes, car-truck-
earth mover tires, or just a plowed trail through 
a foot of snow. 
 The cars that are used are not pretty tuner 
cars. Most entrants drive their cars to the events, 
but occasionally some will tow their steed. 
Those cars that are towed are not trailer queens 
– best described as trailer sluts. The variants are 
either 4 wheel drives or only having the engine 
connected to either the front or rear wheels. 
Classes exist to register your car as Stock, 
Prepared or Modified.  The hardcore cars are 
easily identified – they have enough dirt in the 
cabin to cultivate horticulture.
 The drivers are easily distinguished from 
autocrossers - beards on everyone but the 
ladies. Most of us are in dirty jeans, shoes and 

sweatshirts since it makes little sense to be 
wearing anything else. And this is a “roll-up 
your sleeves” kind of gang that pitches-in to 
help run the event. This is most evident by the 
drivers’ meetings that don’t need to mention 
that “if you don’t work – you won’t get a time.”
 The event is scored by accumulating the 
total runs you’ve made that day, which could be 
8, 10 or 12 or more runs. This makes worrying 
about 10ths, 100th, or 1000ths of a second silly. 
Penalties for course infractions of hitting a cone 
are 2 seconds each. The real hurt happens when 
you go off course and your time for that run is 
recorded using the slowest time of any entrant 
that day – or worse.
 If you have a desire to competitively Solo 
race, but Autocrossing doesn’t fit your budget, 
you can be a RallyCrosser. If you have a “winter 
beater” or something in your driveway that is 
not needed to get you to work on Monday – you 
already own a hardcore RallyCross car. Come 
join us.    q    — Forrest Graeff

Adam Kimmett’s Mitsubishi Evo VIII churned 
up some countryside.  — Jim Snyder photo

Cover
Story
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Susquehanna Solar Control -
Tint And Graphics

 Mike Snyder has been a long time 
autocrosser and region member. His father, Jim, 
got him started young – he was shagging cones 
since he was 12 years old. He actually started 
competing in 1989. His first car was a 1980 Ford 
Fiesta- first a silver version and then later a 

different Fiesta that some will remember with 
the red/yellow/black paint job. For a few years 
he was driving a second generation MR2.
 

His latest car(s) have been Honda CRX’s. His 
recent CRX has been a very competitive car at 
our events, and in 2009 Mike drove to a 2nd 
place finish in the ProSolo Nationals. In 2011 he 
was on a set of sticky Hoosiers that took him to 
6th place in SMF at the Solo Nationals.
 Mike’s business, SSC Tint & Graphics, 
was started in 2004. In 2007 he moved it to the 
current location at 149 South Spruce Street in 
Elizabethtown. His shop has a huge bay for 

— By Chris Paveglio, R.E.

 Mike Snyder opened his business, Susquehanna Solar Control, in 2004. Since then, Mike has 
moved SSC Tint & Graphics to a more expansive facility in Elizabethtown.    — Chris Paveglio photos

(Continued on Page 8 - “SSC Tint & Graphics”)

SSC Tint & Graphics is a fully equipped shop 
and can handle all your graphics needs.

 Mike has his work on display campaigning 
his Honda CRX autocrosser.    — John Rudy photo
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SSC Tint And Graphics
detailing and applying his array of graphics and 
stripes under a set of bright lights.
 The “office” side of the shop holds an array 
of wide format printers and vinyl cutters for 
creating and prepping graphics to go onto 
vehicles. Mike can apply full automotive wraps 
from stem to stern of a vehicle and contoured 
over all the curves. He can also apply stripes, 
panels, numbers, and window tint. Anything 
from solid colors to full color art.
 Mike says that he gets a lot of business from 
local commercial contractors and trucks. He’s 
often posting the latest SCCA member’s car or 
other fun vehicle to Facebook. He says he had a 
fun time wrapping his own CRX in the blue and 
orange scheme of GULF colors.
  
 

The author of this article has stripes and 
window tint on his car. Mike’s hoping to expand 
into some other car related businesses with slot 
cars and electric cars in the future.
 If you need any type of graphics or even 
just a set of new numbers for your car, contact 
Mike Snyder and support his business because 
he supports the Region. He graciously did the 

graphics on the side of the club truck this year! 
Mike’s talents aren’t limited to automobiles. He 
can also make lettering, signs and banners for 
any application, business or pleasure.
   Mike Snyder, SSC Tint & Graphics
   149 S. Spruce Street
   Elizabethtown, PA 17022
   717-367-0006
   www.ssc-tint.com.  q     — Chris Paveglio 

(Continued from Page 7)

The customer counter at SSC Tint & Graphics 
allows for lots of browsing. — Chris Paveglio photos

This is but a small sample of the vast array of 
materials available for your design ideas.

SCCA Milestone
Anniversary

     Susquehanna Region member Bruce 
Crockett received recognition in the recent 
issue of SportsCar magazine for his long-term 
continuous SCCA membership. With a service 
date beginning November 1, 1978, Bruce now 
has 35 years with SCCA. Congratulations!   q 
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 It’s an old expression in motorsport, “it’s 
not a question of if you will be in a wreck; it’s 
when.” Many of us have heard it for years and 
fundamentally we agree with it. But there’s 
always a thought in the back of your mind like, 
“not me. Only the other guys. I have skills.”
Well, my when happened at Mid-Ohio in 
October.  I was going to the famous road 
race track for the first time to participate in a 
driver’s education event with the Ohio Valley 
region of the Porsche Club of America. I’d 
been to about 10 track days in the past two 
years and although I had not been to Mid-Ohio 
before I felt confident that I could learn the 
track and have fun doing it.
 My car, a ’74 Porsche 914, was equipped 
with a very competent suspension, a stock 
HP engine, Toyo RA-1 tires, a full roll cage, 
fiberglass Momo race seats and 6 point 
harnesses. I had decided years before I bought 
the car that I would not go on track without 
this minimum of safety equipment and events 
proved it a wise decision.
 Years ago I earned a private pilot’s license 
and heard that almost all airplane accidents 
were the result of multiple causes. An example 
might be poor flight planning going to a new 
location causing the pilot to get a little lost 
combined with poor in cockpit technique 
causing the pilot not to scan his fuel gauges 
often enough combined with poor engine 
maintenance causing the engine to run rich and 
use extra fuel which finally caused the plane to 
run out of gas. Poor emergency training caused 
the pilot to panic and rather than handling the 
emergency landing well he crashed the plane 
injuring himself.
 This same type of multiple “mistake” 
accident happened to me at Mid Ohio. On 

Friday night the region had a get together where 
students and instructors could get together and 
have time to discuss what they would do over 
the next two days. Ohio Valley region classes 
drivers based on the number of track days they 
have previously run. Based on my 10 events 
I was placed in an advanced group and my 
instructor was assigned.
  My assigned instructor was new to the 
region and did not make the Friday night get 
together and instead planned to travel to the 
track on Saturday morning. The lead instructor 
told him I was driving a 944 so when he 
searched the paddock for me he could not find 
me.  He finally got in my car in the false grid 
when all the other cars had already entered the 
track. We were rushed and had essentially no 
discussion.
 When I packed to leave I neglected to follow 
my prewritten checklist and did not pack my 
driving shoes (I thought that they were in my 
helmet bag where I usually store them). So I was 
wearing a pair of shoes that had smooth soles 
but thicker heals than normal. The soles were 
made of a soft foam-like material like Hush 
Puppies.
 I usually spend the first laps on-track getting 
familiar with corner stations, run-off areas, etc. 
But my instructor was really focused on “the 
line.” I did not say, “Wait a minute, I need time 
to learn my surroundings better.”
 On lap 4 going down the back straight I had 
trouble with the 4-5 shift. This had happened to 
me several times at other track events. Basically 
I rushed the shift a bit and did not fully engage 
5th released the clutch and revved in neutral. 
I then put the clutch back in, reengaged 5th, 
released the clutch and got back on the gas.

— By Alan PoznerWhen Not If

(Continued on Page 10 - “When Not If)
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 I suspect that the missed shift caused the 
thicker than normal heal of my shoe to get 
wedged under the bottom end of the gas pedal.
The back straight at Mid-Ohio is the long 
straight and ends in a slow-mid speed right-
hander of about 70 degrees. Straight past the 
turn is “China Beach” a big sand trap. To its 
right is a tire wall protecting a concrete wall 
which protects a corner station at the top of 
“Madness.”
 As the car approached the braking zone for 
the turn, I found that my left foot was “stuck” 
on the throttle. I was able to remove pressure on 
the throttle but not move my foot to the brake. 
In the less than 2 seconds from brake point until 
track exit I stupidly did not think to use my left 
foot on the brakes. So we coasted through the 
brake zone and arrived at the turn at 80 mph 
which my data acquisition recorded. This was 
about 15-25 mph faster than my car could make 
the turn.
 I had read that if you cannot make a turn 
that you should still try to steer for the apex. 
This turned out to be a big mistake. If I had 
steered straight we would have gone into 
“China Beach”, but instead I turned right. 
The car did not make the turn, but pulled an 
impressive 1.41 G’s before leaving the track at 
75.5 mph. Unfortunately, the direction change 
meant that we were headed for the tire wall 
at an angle. We quickly covered the grass area 
bouncing twice but staying upright. The car hit 
the tires with the impact being mostly square on 
the driver’s side.
 Luckily the cage and harnesses kept us in 
place and although both my instructor and I 
were banged up there were no broken bones or 
internal injuries. The safety equipment did its 
job. The track crew cleared the car and returned 
it to the paddock. It was damaged pretty 

(Continued from Page 9)When Not If
severely but it looks like it’s entirely fixable. I 
had some bruised ribs and a banged up knee 
but I am happy that was all. The PCA folks 
were very helpful after the accident in getting 
my non-rolling car on the trailer and helping 
get my gear loaded in the truck.
 So, what have I learned and what advice 
can I share with you? First it really is when and 
not if an on-track accident will happen. This is 
the risk that you take when you go on-track. 
That risk is both financial and physical. The 
track charged me $1000 for damage to the tire 
wall. The car will take thousands of dollars to 
repair.
 I was going to replace my helmet, now I 
have to. I did not have a HANS device and 
luckily I experienced no neck or back injuries 
but now that I dodged that bullet, I think I 
owe myself the purchase of a HANS. I need 
to spend more time and effort reviewing 
emergency exits in my mind. I should know 
where to go at every corner in the event of 
some emergency. Where’s the exit? I am happy 
that years ago I promised myself a track-safe 
car and I suggest you do the same.
 I cannot fathom the folks who take street 
cars without cages and harnesses on-track. 
I will more carefully follow the edicts that I 
have laid down for myself like a complete pack 
list and promise that I will not go on-track if 
the car and I are not ready. I will not trust my 
safety and the safety of others to luck but will 
prepare as best I can. I hope you will do the 
same. I know that I cannot avoid the risks that 
I cannot avoid and I accept them.
 Being aware of the risks is the first thing 
one should do before any motorsport event. I 
accept them and believe the risks are worth the 
rewards.
 See you on track!   q    — Alan Pozner
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Married Race Car Drivers Bond While 
Racing, Unafraid To Wreck Each Other

— By Ted Goldberg, TV3 Winchester
 Dave Gernert and 
Angela Slocum challenge 
each other without fear of 
spinning out or arguing off 
the track.
 The couple, who lives 
in Boiling Springs, PA, has 
been racing for the past few 
years. Although Dave used 
to race off-road vehicles, 
he never raced cars until 
his wife, Angela, thought it 
would be something fun for 
them to do.
 “It’s like playing a game 
of dominoes,” says Dave. 
“Or a card game that you 
play with your friends and 
spouse. Some days she 
wins, some days I win. It 
works out fine.”
 Dave and Angela have been together for 27 
years, and have been married for 26 of them. 
They tied the knot in 1987, which is why their 
car numbers are 8 (Dave) and 7 (Angela). 
But when they’re behind the wheels of their 
cars, they’re not spouses anymore - they’re 
competitors.
 “When the helmet goes on, you disconnect 
the fact that you’re married to him,” says 
Angela. “The visor goes down, and you just 
start concentrating on what you need to do.”
 Even though they have an every-man-for-
himself mind-set, they still support each other. 
In their first race together, they both finished 
in the top-4. And if something goes wrong in 
a race, it hurts more than if it was just another 

driver.
 “It’s hard when all of a sudden, I realize he’s 
no longer on the track with me,” she says. “I get 
concerned. When you’re married to him and 
you love him, it’s a little bit harder.”
 Even though they might accidentally crash 
into each other, driving has brought Dave 
and Angela closer together. Just like cards of 
dominoes, racing is something exciting that 
makes their lives more fun.
 “It brings a different bond level to us,” says 
Angela. “We’re a team, doing it together. If one 
of us gets on the podium, the team gets on the 
podium. We’re really a team - team in life.”  q
   – Ted Goldberg, Sports  (Reprinted with 
permission: © Copyright 2013 TV3 Winchester / 
Gray Television Group, Inc. All Rights Reserved. 

Region members Angela Slocom and Dave Gernert, married for 
26 years, have no trouble fiercely challenging one another on the 
race track.  — © Roz Rosintoski Motorsports Photography
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Engine Technology
 Before I begin my article, I want to share 
this with my hoards of admiring fans out there 
in e-mail land.  I went to my doctor for a semi-
annual SCCA physical; and my suspicion was 
confirmed. The good doctor pronounced me
“as strong as an ox, and just as smart.”  Now its 
official.
 A few months ago, I examined the future of 
engine lubrication. Now, let’s look at the current 
state of hard parts. When I started racing, the 
carburetor was the air/fuel delivery devise of 
nearly all cars on track. Fuel injection became 
standard by the early ‘90s, forced induction 
came and went, as manufacturers sought the 
perfect balance of power and mileage. Some 
time ago, the concept of corporate average fuel 
efficiency, or CAFE, was introduced. The Feds 
are looking for an increase to 54.5 MPG by 2025. 
Can they get there?
 There have been some it design changes to 
the internal combustion engine recently. Things 
like direct fuel injection, programmable and/or 
variable valve timing, advanced ignitions and a 
return to forced induction may do the trick. 
Direct injection is more precise than “multi 
point”, or gang-fired injection. Fuel is injected 
cylinder by cylinder,and some systems go 
directly into the combustion chamber, not the 
intake manifold. Plus 10% fuel efficiency by 
some estimates.
 Variable valve timing was first seen in 
pocket rocket engines to boost power. It also 
gave better mileage, perhaps 5%, if the driver 
kept their right foot off the floor. Some of the 
new, experimental, ignitions do away with 
spark plugs altogether and energize the air/fuel 
mixture by another source. Don’t ask me how it 
works. I don’t know! But they are claiming 10% 
better mileage.
 Turbochargers and superchargers are back, 

sometimes in tandem. This allows a much 
smaller engine to do the same amount of  
work as a larger engine with less overall fuel 
consumption. But, keep your foot off the floor!
Some Fed regulators recently went on record 
recommending that cars make MORE noise.  
What?  Intake and exhaust muffling has gotten 
to the point that many cars make less noise than 
background noise and are invisible to the ear.
 Pardon the mixed metaphor. What does this 
have to do with fuel use? All that muffling cuts 
into overall efficiency. Future cars may roar a bit 
more, but add to mileage by un-restricting the 
flow of gases in and out of the engine.
 Ten years from now, small cars will 
probably get 60 MPG, but what do I know, I am 
only as smart as a ox.    q   
    — Alan Lesher

— By Alan Lesher

 SCCA’s Board of Directors unanimously 
approved a proposal by the Solo Events 
Board for Street Category cars in the National 
Solo program, beginning in 2014. The Street 
Category will feature cars that are essentially 
off the showroom floor, with specified 
modifications. Tires in the class must be 
designed for highway use on passenger cars.
 In addition to the new Street Category, for 
2014, the current Stock Category will remain 
in place and be renamed the Street-R category. 
All 2013 Stock classes will become Street-R 
(SR) classes and follow the rules which were in 
place for Stock at the end of 2013. For 2015, the 
Street-R category will be reduced to a single 
class, Super Street R, for high horsepower 
machines.  q — From SCCA.com News

Street Category 
Gets Official Nod
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Members Enjoy A Kart Outing At 
Slick Willy’s — By Chris Paveglio

 On November 11, member of SSCC and 
Susquehanna Region met up at Slick Willy’s 
go kart track in Wyomissing (Reading) PA. We 
had a group of 12 people meet up for racing. 
Slick Willy’s has a limit of 8 karts on track at 
one time, so for the first few races everyone 
was split up into 2 groups. After a few rounds, 
we gathered up the “Fast 8” and put everyone 
into one race.
 Because it was a Monday night with very 
few other people or groups there, we were able 
to get into a new race right away. The guys 

running the karting operation talked with us 
and knew we were all skilled, so we were given 
“full power” of the electric karts (claimed up 
to 50 MPH!). We had a great time, except Chris 
had a dud car that had to get swapped out in 
the middle of the race.
 After our race we were all pumped up and 
there was a lot of great talk about cornering, 
hitting apexes, and the idiosyncrasies of a few 
particular cars.
 

Slick Willy’s gives each driver nice print outs 
after each race, so you can see your lap times 
numerically, on a graph comparison to the 
averages, and a graph of your position on track.
 The only drawback at Slick Willy’s is each 
group is started with everyone spaced out 
equally. To pass someone, you really have to 
make up time on the driver ahead. There is 
no large group start/restart, which in a way is 
probably best as Slick Willy’s isn’t the largest 
venue and most apexes on track are only two 
karts wide. Nevertheless, it’s fast, quiet, and 
fun.  http://www.slickwillyskarts.com   q        
    — Chris Paveglio

It’s easy to see by the smiles on their faces 
how much enjoyment the group was getting 
out of their Monday night at the kart track.

A fun way to get track time away from the 
autocrosses, a dozen region members 
enjoyed an evening running wheel to wheel at 
Slick Willy’s Cart Track.  — Chris Paveglio photos

Performance sheets featuring race results, 
comparison graphs and lap times are given 
to drivers after each race.
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Series Wrapup
 This year’s autocross series was a great 
success. We started with a schedule of 11 events, 
and were lucky to be able to add in an extra 
double event day at the Farm Show for a total of 
13 events.
 We purchased some new timing equipment 
at the start of the year and after a rocky first 
event at Hershey where some training on 
the new equipment was required, things ran 
much more smoothly. The new equipment and 
software greatly helped not only timing, but 
the registration team as well. Our early summer 
events at Giant Center ran well and we had 
enough time and interest to do non-comps at 
the end of the events. One day we did not get 
done with all the runs before a brief downpour 
stopped the non-comps for about 10 minutes, 
but we picked right up and finished the day.
 Our 2-event days at the Farm Show were 
well attended. Our first double header for the 
year got started later than we hoped for, and if 
I remember correctly, we had a shower that ate 
into the 4th heat of the afternoon. Our entire 
core setup team gained more experience and our 
next double events at the Farm Show ran even 
smoother. Double header #2 started with some 
damp conditions, but double header #3 was 
sunny and dry.
 Our final Hersheypark weekend was packed 
and we increased the number of entrants we 
would run. At Hershey we had a tight reign 
on the time table, we were able to get the first 
cars off before 10 am each day. On Saturday we 
needed the extra time as we finished at 4:53, just 
seven minutes shy of our off-the-lot contract 
time. Sunday we got finished a little sooner. We 
ran 153 (or so) cars both days, quite a record for 
us recently.
 Our RallyCross series ran a little bumpier 
than autocross. (Hey, it’s unpaved, right?)

Our first event had a decent turnout, but the 
condition of the dirt surface wasn’t what most 
drivers expected. A plan was made with the 
track owner to prep the surface before the next 
event, but it rained so hard the day before, the 
track was unusable and the event was cancelled. 
The third event was also cancelled. But then 
Henry was able to scour the entire region (it 
seems) and found a replacement lot for a final 
RallyCross event just this past weekend, a Farm 
Show satellite parking field.
 Our region hasn’t had a Road Rally for a 
few years. But there has been renewed interest 
in setting up a rally or tour. A few members 
have talked about it and I have received a few 
emails asking about a rally. Not so much TSD, 
but more of a non-competitive tour through 
some great country roads culminating at a BBQ 
or restaurant. If you’d like to see that happen 
we just need a few more members to help plan 
an event and organize a start place, route, and 
end place/party/restaurant etc. Speak up at a 
meeting or send an officer or myself a message.
 For 2014 we are going to continue with our 
successful autocross series. It takes a lot of man 
power to set up, register, run, and tear down 
at an autocross. Plus we need members willing 
to come to some planning meetings during the 
year. So again, I’ll ask that if you’d really love 
to have a great Autocross, RallyCross or Rally 
series, please become involved and offer up 
some time and energy to be at meetings or take 
charge of some area of duties at events. Over the 
winter a lot of pre-planning happens.
 I look forward to seeing  you at 
Susquehanna Region’s Awards Banquet on 
January 18th at the Grantville Holiday Inn. I’d 
also like to see more of our members at our 
monthly membership meetings.    q   
    — Chris Paveglio, R.E.

— By Chris Paveglio, R.E.
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My Chevrolet Monza 2+2

 After a winning 1981 season in a D Stock 
MGB, I decided to move into a ride that had 
more power. I didn’t have anything particular 
in mind when I started my search, but while 
passing a Lancaster used car lot in February 
1982, a small burgundy fastback caught my 
eye. I decided to check it out.
 What drew my attention was a 1975 Chevy 
Monza 2+2 hatchback. I knew some of the 
Monzas were V-8 powered and sure enough, 
it had “4.3 Liter” emblems on the fenders. 
A positive experience years earlier driving a 
Sunbeam Tiger left a deep appreciation for 
small cars with V-8s. I envisioned the 2,800 
pound Monza in a similar light.
 Stylistically, the Monza 2+2 featured 
styling cues from Ferrari’s 365 GTB/4 Daytona 
coupe. It was also GM’s first-time offering 
of quad rectangular headlights, the first 
model year the Federal Motor Vehicle Safety 
Standards permitted rectangular headlamps. 
The automotive press was impressed with the 
Monza’s “cutting edge styling” and every car 
magazine gave a positive review. Motor Trend 
went so far as to name the Monza 2+2 “Motor 
Trend’s 1975 Car of the Year.”
 As for my particular example, opening the 
Monza’s hood was a bit of a disappointment. 

Unlike the Tiger’s tight but clean V-8 installation, 
the Monza was cluttered with a load of factory 
smog equipment!  But the Monza’s body and 
interior were in great shape. It had the driveline 
components I was looking for, a 4-speed, 
positraction and power steering, and it had 
bucket seats with leather seating for creature 
comfort.
 Sure enough, the test drive showed the 
Monza was a bit rough around the edges, but 
with 68,000 miles on the odometer, I wasn’t 
expecting miracles. The whitewall tires on the car 
were junk. Nevertheless, I was impressed enough 
with its performance and handling to drive back 
to Harrisburg to pick up my checkbook and get 
a ride back to the lot. A check for $2,100 and the 
Monza was mine.
 Although the press was enamored with it, 
the Monza had the misfortune to have been 
introduced in 1975 and produced during a 
government-regulated low point in automotive 
performance history, 1975-1980. Engines were 
severely detuned following the 1973-74 Arab oil 

— By John Rudy

(Continued on Page 16 - See “Monza”)

This ‘75 Chevy Monza 2+2, shown during its 
C Prepared period, provided several years 
of autocrossing fun in Stock, Prepared and 
Modified competition.  — Dave Snell photo

The Monza shortly after purchase with the P7 
Pirellis installed, ready to do battle in F Stock.
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My Chevrolet Monza 2+2
embargo that led to the government’s demand 
that carmakers increase vehicle fuel mileage 
and reduce emissions. The resulting lower 
compression, milder camshaft profiles and 
leaner intake charges stifled performance.
 Under the hood, the engine’s external smog 
equipment wasn’t as much of a performance 
concern. It consisted of an EGR (Exhaust 
Gas Recirculation) valve, a belt-driven A.I.R. 
(Air Injection Reactor) pump and a catalytic 
converter, all designed to reduce tailpipe 
emissions. But 1975 was also the first year for 
catalytic converters, the greatest detriment to 
the engine’s performance. The early converters 
were quite restrictive to exhaust flow.
 With all the detuning and smog 
equipment, the Monza’s little 262 cubic inch 
engine was rated at a puny 110 hp @ 3600 rpm 
and 195 ft lb torque @ 2000 rpm. Nevertheless, 
the test drive led me to believe the car had 
more guts than the factory numbers indicated, 
particularly when revved above the factory 
rated rpm targets. The car’s light weight 
certainly helped as did the torque of the V-8.
   Being a V-8 sedan, I knew the Monza 
would be classed in F Stock, a tough class 
that for several years had been dominated 
locally by a driver in a 1976 Pontiac TransAm. 
The TransAm’s 455 cube, 4-barrel engine 
was a concern as it was nearly twice the size 
and more than twice the horsepower of the 
Monza’s puny 262, 2-barrel engine, but I put 
my faith in the Monza’s lightweight, small 
car/V-8 formula.
 Time to prep the car was short. I added a 
less restrictive turbo muffler, a beefier front 
sway bar and a full set of Pirelli Cinturato 
P7 tires mounted on the stock alloy wheels. 
In 1982 SCCA finally removed the Pirelli 
P7 from its stock class exceptions list and 

(Continued from Page 15)

allowed it to be used in stock classes. The front 
end alignment was adjusted for autocrossing. 
Performance shocks were on order.
 On the autocross course, however, the 
Monza’s performance was disappointing. Even 
with the improvements, the car was an exercise 

in frustration. The best I could do at the first 
three events was third place, and yes, the Trans 
Am was still in command of F Stock.
 But then the shocks arrived. They totally 
transformed the Monza. If anyone would have 
told me that just replacing the shocks could 
make such a stellar improvement in a car’s 
handling, I wouldn’t have believed them. But 
there it was; the proof was in the results. I aced 
the all of the remaining eight series events and 
took the ‘82 F Stock championship.
 The small car/V-8 combination showed its 
strength against the heavier, more powerful 
Trans Am, but it was a short-lived success. In 
1983 the new Mustang GT arrived equipped 
with a new 175 horsepower 302. The weight 
difference between the Monza and Mustang 
wasn’t as great as it was with the Trans Am and 
the Monza’s 110 horsepower wasn’t enough to 
get the job done. In 1983, I took a Fastest Stock 
of the Day at Event #1, but won only one more 

Sitting in impound with the other P1 competitors 
at the ‘87 Harrisburg Pro Solo.  — Dave Snell photo

(Continued on Page 17 - See “Monza”)
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My Chevrolet Monza 2+2
of the nine events I ran that year. The Mustang 
took the ‘83 F Stock championship.
 I could have discarded the Monza for a 
more competitive F Stock ride, but I wasn’t 
finished with the Monza just yet. I put it on a 
weight reduction program, cut the coils, put 
on a fat rear sway bar, replaced the suspension 
bushings and put it on wider wheels and slicks 
for C Prepared. I later removed even more 
weight, rebuilt the engine, match ported the 
stock heads and dropped a Chevy 350/350 cam 
into the little 262 for E Modified duty.
 The Monza saw what could have been 
its last track duty. I parked it after the 1987 
series ended and moved into another ride. The 
Monza then sat idle for a couple of years.
 Then in 1991, I sold the car to a couple 
of enthusiastic guys who were looking for 
a car for track events and autocrossing. 
They replaced the side and back glass with 
plexiglas and lead ballasted the car back up to 
C Prepared weight specs. They had a couple 
of years of fun with it, then parked it in a field 
outside of Etters.
 Looking for a diversion in the 1997 off-
season, a friend told me he knew where my 
old Monza was sitting, so I went to look it over. 
Sitting in a field for five years didn’t do it any 
favors. After digging the mouse nests out of 
the air cleaner and door panels, I dropped in 
a charged battery, put some gas in the tank 
and - surprise - it fired right up! So I bought 
it back. I towed it back to my place for a mild 
rejuvenation; basically an oil change, replacing 
the spark plugs, putting in some fresh gas and 
popping for a fresh set of slicks.
 At its first autocross reappearance in 1998, 
it was hard to disguise where it had been for 
the past five years. It looked rough. Not to let 
that pass, after my first run, I was called to 

the start line where I was met by several fellow 
competitors who jokingly told me they wanted 
me to clean up the rust and dirt I had left behind.
 The Monza provided me with many 
delightful years of competitive fun. It carried 
me to series titles in F Stock in 1983, C Prepared 
in 1984 and 1998, and E Modified in 1985, 1986. 
1987 and 2003. I also took Northeast Divisional 
championships in E Modified in 1985 and 1986. It 
saw duty in Pro Solos in 1982, 1986 and 1987, and 
it made appearances in many area Corvette club 
and satellite car club events.
 John Guarnera joined me to co-drive the 
Monza for a fun-filled 2003 season when we 
were still running at Penn National and Pharo’s. 
After the 2003 season, I again parked the Monza, 
this time not in a field, but in my carport where 
it remained until I finally sold it in 2012. Sadly,  I 
heard that it was dismantled and sold for parts. 
Whether or not that was a fitting end is up for 
debate. I only know it was fun while it lasted.
 I can’t say this was my favorite ride ever. 
I’ve had others that allowed me to express my 
competitive nature, but life with the Monza was 
a true pleasure.  q       —  John Rudy

The 1982 Pro Solo in Stock 2. Note the tennis 
balls atop the pylons, a quirk of Pro Solo’s first 
year of existence.  — Dave Spiegle photo

(Continued from Page 16)
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2013 Region
Event Schedule
Jan. 22 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s

Feb. 14 Executive Board Meeting at Gilligan’s
 26 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s

Mar. 26 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s

Apr.   6 Autocross #1 at Large Lot, Hershey 
     7 Autocross #2 at Large Lot, Hershey
 23 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s

May      5 RallyCross #1 at Trail-Way Speedway, 
   Hanover
      18-19  Carlisle Autocross (not a series event)
 28 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s

June  2 Note change - Single Autocrosses #3
   at Farm Show Complex, Harrisburg
 25 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s 
  30 Autocross #4 at Giant Center, Hershey

July   7 Double Header Autocrosses #5 & #6
   at Farm Show Complex, Harrisburg
 21 Autocross #7 at Giant Center, Hershey
 23 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s
 28 RallyCross #2 at Trail-Way Speedway,
   Hanover

Aug. 18 Double Header Autocrosses #8 & #9
   at Farm Show Complex, Harrisburg
 27 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s

Sept. 15 Double Header Autocrosses #10 & #11
   at Farm Show Complex, Harrisburg
 24 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s
 29 Note change -RallyCross Cancelled!

Oct. 22 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s
 26 Autocross #12 at Large Lot, Hershey
 27 Autocross #13 at Large Lot, Hershey
Nov. 17 RallyCross at Farm Show’s 
    Elmerton Avenue satellite lot. 
 26 Membership Meeting, ELECTIONS
  at Gilligan’s
Dec. — NO Membership Meeting this month

Jan. 18 Year End Banquet, Grantville Holiday

RENT THIS
SPACE

Sponsor Space Available — If you’d 
like to join our sponsorship ranks, we’ll 

make room for you. Contact me at 
mail@johnrudy.com for details. 

            

www.ssc-tint.com/

http://www.windingroad.com/

http://www.windingroad.com/
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Sponsor Space Available — If you’d like to join our sponsorship ranks, 
we’ll make room for you. Contact me at mail@johnrudy.com for details. 

3609 Hartzdale Drive
Camp Hill, PA 17011

Diagnostic & Repair:
Computer Diagnostic Service
Expert Brake Service and Repairs
Air Conditioning Svcs  & Repairs
Diagnose & Repair Chargintg Systems
Diagnose & Repair Driveline
Repair Overheating / Temperature Issues

Wheels & Suspension:
Mounting Tires up to 20”
Dynamic Spin Balancing
Computerized Wheel Alignment
Suspension and Front End Service
Weighting of Race Cars
Custom Alignments tailored for Racing
Custom Suspension Work

Maintenance:
Pennsylvania State Inspection
Certified Pennsylvania Emissions
Regularly Scheduled Factory Maintenance
Complete Tune-ups
Automatic Transmission Flushes
Fuel Injection Cleaning
Cooling System Services
Replace Windshield Wipers
Coolant System Flushes www.autocampusa.com(717) 761-8881

Monday-Friday 8:00am-5:30pm

Tell them

you saw the

ad in SUSQ

SCCA’s Squeal

Newsletter

1560 Old Mountain Road
Wellsville, PA 17365 • (717) 432-4116

Race Car Fabrication, restoration and preparation
Parts, fuel cells, safety equipment, and trailers, specializing in Porsche.
SCCA Tech Inspections and Novice Permits

www.aircooledracing.comwww.aircooledracing.com

Graphics by Chris Paveglio

PHOTOGRAPHY FOR BUSINESS

JOHN RUDY PHOTOGRAPHY

Digital Photography
for Marketing and

Corporate Communication

3800 HILLCREST ROAD, HARRISBURG, PA 17109
phone 717-545-9630   v   mail@johnrudy.com

Executive Portraiture AD
SPACE

AVAILABLE

1560 Old Mountain Road
Wellsville, PA 17365 • (717) 432-4116

Race Car Fabrication, restoration and preparation
Parts, fuel cells, safety equipment, and trailers, specializing in Porsche.
SCCA Tech Inspections and Novice Permits

www.aircooledracing.comwww.aircooledracing.com

1560 Old Mountain Road
Wellsville, PA 17365 • (717) 432-4116

Race Car Fabrication, restoration and preparation
Parts, fuel cells, safety equipment, and trailers, specializing in Porsche.
SCCA Tech Inspections and Novice Permits

www.aircooledracing.comwww.aircooledracing.com

Auto Air Conditioners • Auto Tops • Cruise Controls
Upholstering • Sun Roofs • Power Windows

Power Door Locks • Security Systems

1500 Paxton St., Harrisburg, PA 17104

UTO SEAT
COVER CO.

www.autoseatcover.biz
(717) 238-9611

Accessories - Restyling


