
Mercury Failed To 
Hit The Mark In ’64
 In 1964, Ford’s Mercury Division put a 
fastback concept car on the floor of the Chicago 
Auto Show. The design was in response to the 
recently introduced and publicly acclaimed 
Ford Mustang. Mercury had hopes of its 
new design keeping pace with the Mustang’s 
popularity, but where the Mustang excelled in 
its reception, Mercury’s Comet Super Cyclone 
hit a flat note with show-goers and didn’t 
make the cut. Here’s a brief look back to 50 
years ago.  See the story on Page 6.  q
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Terminology, Part 2

 Charlie Demmy last month explained the 
differences in terminology used by America 
and England to describe common automobile 
components. This month Charlie continues 
to expound on the various terms, some more 
obscure than others, that have been used to 
describe the features of automobiles and how 
those descriptions developed. Some remain in 
common use yet today, while some have faded 
from the modern lexicon. In many cases, letters 
have taken the place of more exotic terms. 
“GT”, for example, has been used to describe 
vehicle models with a more sporting nature.       
See Charlie’s story on Page 4.  q

Variations of the “GT” (Grand Touring) moniker 
were used by most auto manufacturers to denote 
their more sporting models.  — Velocity Journal photo

Mercury tried its hand at paralleling Ford’s 
enormously successful introduction of the newly 
introduced 1964 Mustang, but it never made it to 
the production line.    — Internet photo
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The Squeal is a monthly publication of
Susquehanna Region, SCCA

Send editorial, scheduling and advertising to:
The Squeal — John Rudy, Editor

3800 Hillcrest Road, Harrisburg, PA 17109 
mail@johnrudy.com

Susquehanna Region’s membership meets 
at 7:30 PM on the fourth Tuesday of each 

month, except December, at Gilligan’s Bar & 
Grill, 987 Eisenhower Blvd, Harrisburg, PA. 
For more information, go to our website at 

www.scca-susq.com

Regional Executive
 Steve Limbert — 717-432-4116
Assistant Regional Executive
 Henry Brillinger — 717-697-1610
Treasurer
 Alan Lesher — 717-486-4087
Secretary
 Alan Pozner 1yr — 717-343-7708
Directors
 Markus Houser 3yr — 717-495-6742
	 Geoff	Craig	2yr	—	717-367-7853	 	
 Dave Walter 1yr — 717-691-9320 
ASCC Representative
 Markus Houser — 717-495-6742

MARCH 2012

REGION OFFICERS

Geoff	Craig	—	Chair
Henry Brillinger — Site Aquisition/Relations
Geoff	Craig	—	Course	and	Grid	Design
Chris Paveglio — Pre-registration
Jeremy Utterback — Registration
Dennis Cipriany — Safety
Ryan Hetrick — Tech Inspection
Anne Demmy — Timing
Charlie Demmy — Starter
Greg Hagan — Novice Program
Dan Woland — EMT Services
(Position Open) — Workers
Markus Houser — Truck & Equip. Manager

AUTOCROSS COMMITTEE

NOVEMBER 2014

From the 
Editor’s 

Desk

Adam Moore & John Roscinski  — Co-chairs
RALLYCROSS COMMITTEE

 We finalized our competition season the 
weekend of October 25-26 with the final two 
AutoCamp Autocross Series events. Both 
days featured good weather and the events 
were filled to capacity. Susquehanna Region 
enjoyed yet another successful, competitive 
season and we look forward to next year’s 
event schedule, already in the works.
 Many thanks go to our primary series 
sponsor, AutoCamp Tire & Auto Service 
Center in Camp Hill and supporting sponsors 
Auto Seat Cover Company in Harrisburg, 
Air-Cooled Racing in Wellsville, SSC Tint & 
Graphics in Elizabethtown, Winding Road 
Racing in Austin, TX, and Helmet Man in 
Costa Mesa, CA. You can return the favor by 
patronizing our sponsors’ businesses.
 Nominations and election of 2015 officers 
will take place Tuesday, November 25th at the 
membership meeting at Gilligan’s Bar & Grill. 
The meeting will begin at 7:30 pm, but come 
earlier for a good meal. 
 Susquehanna Region holds no December 
membership meeting due to the proximity 
of the holidays, but region executives and 
autocross committee members will meet in 
December to discuss several year-end orders 
of business. Autocross and rallycross series 
awards will be discussed as will other region 
awards. These awards will be presented at 
the Year-end Awards Banquet on Saturday, 
January 17th at the Grantville Holiday Inn. 
Watch for Year-end Banquet registration 
material in next month’s newsletter.
 I can always use material for The Squeal, 
even in the “off season.” Send articles and 
photos to:  mail@johnrudy.com   q    —  John
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 Regional Executive Steve 
Limbert called the October 28th 
membership meeting to order at 
Gilligan’s Restaurant at 7:30 PM. 
 Alan Lesher gave the treasury 
report. All is well for the rest of 
the year.
 Steve Limbert reported that 
membership stands at 334.
 Geoff Craig reports that 
the last two autocross events 
were very good with strong 
attendance numbers.
 Mark Houser needs some 
additional and replacement 
equipment for autocross and 
rallycross timing. A discussion 
took place about replacement 
PCs. And a discussion was held 
on truck tires.
 Steve Limbert discussed 

autocross coverage in SportsCar 
magazine.
 Rallycross – John Roscinski 
reports that we had a good event 
with 24 competitors at Rallycross 
#4. Results for the year will now 
be tallied for year-end trophies.
 Ed Womer opened a 
discussion of transponder for 
autocross. 
 John Rudy discussed the next 
Squeal regional newsletter and 
asks everyone to submit articles 
to him either as text or MS Word 
documents. Send submissions to 
mail@johnrudy.com
 The year-end trophies and 
other official business will be 
discussed during the annual 
E-board meeting on Dec. 9th.
 Nominations were opened 

«  Meeting Minutes  «
with the following nominees:
 Steve Limbert for RE
 Henry Brillinger for Asst RE
 Alan Lesher for Treasurer
Nominations will be reopened at 
the November 25 meeting with 
election immediately following 
the close of nominations. The 
Secretary position and 3-year 
Director position remain open. 
Director Markus Houser has two 
years and Director Geoff Craig 
have one year terms remaining.
 The meeting was adjourned at 
8:23 PM.  q
    Respectfully submitted
    Alan Pozner, Secretary

Motor Trend’s 2015 Car Of The Year
— By Rory Jurnecka, Motor Trend

One iteration of the Golf, the GTI, continues in the 
2015 Volkswagen lineup.   — Julia LaPalme photo

  In stark contrast to last year’s 
Cadillac CTS, for 2015 the COTY is 
awarded to a much smaller car, the 
Volkswagen Golf. It might be hard to 
believe, but in a four-decade lifespan, 
Volkswagen's Golf has only run 
away with the Golden Calipers once 
before, in 1985. Also interesting is the 

fact that the GTI that won our Car of the Year 
award 30 years ago was deemed our "domestic" 
COTY at a time when we still categorized 
imported cars into their own award. The 
domestic tag was because the 1985 GTI was 
constructed at Volkswagen's now-defunct 
Pennsylvania plant, which was shuttered three 
years later. A lot has changed in the intervening 
years. Volkswagen is once again producing cars 

in the U.S., and the Volkswagen Golf, including 
the GTI, is once again our Car of the Year. For 
2015, the Golf was a near-unanimous choice 
among our judges. Read more: http://www.
motortrend.com/oftheyear/04/2015/    q
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Car Chatter – Terminology, Part 2
— By Charlie Demmy

 The following are more automotive terms, 
this time dealing with body styles.
 BARCHETTA: A two seat roadster without 
windows or a top. It also may or may not have 
doors.  The term is Italian for “Little Boat” and 
refers to European Sports Racing Cars in the 
immediate post-war era.
 BAQUET:  Argentina began motor racing 
in 1906, and the first Argentine race cars were 
basically family cars, made lighter by removing 
unnecessary items like running boards, 
bumpers, doors, and all the seats except for the 
driver and his ride along mechanic.  These early 
race cars were called Baquets because of the 
shape of their seats.
 BOATTAIL:  Not a specific type of car, but 
identifies models featuring a rear deck section 
that tapers to a point at the back of the car, 
giving it the appearance of the bow of a boat.  
Best example is the Auburn boatail speedster 
from 1928.

 COUPE CABRIOLET (or hard top 
convertible):  a convertible model that uses a 
folding or retractable hardtop made of a rigid 
material such as steel or aluminum in lieu of a 
fabric top.  It gives the car the advantages of a 
closed coupe and convertible at the same time.  

You can take a drink in your own Saloon if it’s 
equipped with a bar.”     — internet photo

Made popular by the 1957-1959 Ford Fairlane 500 
Skyliner.
 SALOON: British term for a four-door sedan.  
Best identified with the big sedans from Jaguar, 
Bentley, and Rolls-Royce.  Small sedans like the 
Mini are also referred to as Saloons.

 SHOOTING BRAKE: Another British term 
which also interchanges with “Station Wagon” 
or “Estate Wagon”.  Originally meant to signify 
a car that could accommodate the guns and 
dogs needed when hunting on an estate or farm. 
Okay, I get the shooting part but I just can’t 
figure out the brake part.
 SPEEDSTER: A term most often used to 
refer to low-slung two seat roadsters with 
sporting features.  They usually have cut-down 
windshields and many early speedsters had no 
top and maybe not even doors.  Model most 
familiar to us is the 1954 Porsche 356 Speedster.
 THREE POSITION COUPE: a convertible that 
allows for three positions of its top:  fully open, 
fully closed or part-way.  My favorite example of 
this style is the Kaiser–Darrin Sports Car.
 GT (or Grand Touring, Gran Turismo):  
Now here is where the water rally gets murky. 
The official definition of a GT is “a two– door 

Cover
Story

(Continued on Page 5 - See “Terminology 2”)

This 1928 Auburn Boatail Speedster shows off 
its best namesake attribute.     — internet photo
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Terminology Part 2
(Continued from Page 4)

car with sports car running gear, sized for 
more comfort while driving long distances 
and having more luggage capacity than a 
traditional sports car.  It may have four seats 
but the rear seats typically are not adequately 
sized for adults”.
 The following is a representation of 
the vehicles built over the years carrying a 
variety of GT badging.  Many follow the true 
definition of a GT body, and some, maybe not 
so much.  I’ll let you decide.  They are:
 ·  Alfa Romeo Alfetta GT
·  Aston Martin DB4 GT
·  Audi Coupe GT
·  Chevrolet Berretta GT

·  Chrysler LeBaron GTC
·  Dodge Lancer GT, Dart GT, Dart GTS, Viper
 GTS
·  Ferrari 250 / 330 GT,  275 GTB, 365 GT, Dino
 GT, Daytona 365 GTB/4, 288 GTO, 456 GT 
·  Ford GT 40, Fairlane 500 XL GT, Mustang GT,
 Torino GT
·  Jensen GT
·  Lamborghini 350/400 GT, Jarama 400 GTS
·  Marcos GT
·  Maserati 3500 GT/GTI
·  MGB GT, MGC GT
·  Mitsubishi 3000 GT
·  Nissan GT-R (new for 2015)
·  Opel GT

·  Plymouth Sport Fury GT, Belvedere GTX
·  Pontiac GTO, Sunbird GT, Trans-Am GTA,
 Fiero GT
·  Saab 750/850 GT 
·  Shelby GT 350, GT 500
·  Sunbeam Alpine GT 
·  Toyota 2000 GT, Celica GT
·  Triumph GT6
·  VW Golf GTI
 These body styles and many more can be 
found in Hemmings Motor News Collector Car 
Encyclopedia  q   — Charlie Demmy

A Speedster, like this ‘54 Porsche 356, is a two-
door set up for performance.”     — internet photo

This 1961 Aston Martin DB4 GT Zagato certainly 
merits a grand touring moniker — conceptcarz photo

Few cars say “GT” better than a 1965 Shelby 
Mustang GT-350.    — internet photo
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 This year Ford is celebrating the Mustang’s 
50th anniversary—and rightfully so. An 
immediate hit when introduced in 1964, the 
Mustang remains popular today. Strangely, 
Ford’s Mercury division, which often shared 
platforms with Ford models, didn’t get a sister 
model to that newly introduced Mustang. But it 
wasn’t for lack of interest.
 In 1964 Mercury introduced the Comet Super 
Cyclone at the Chicago Auto Show. While both 
the Comet and Mustang were based on the 
existing Ford Falcon chassis, Mustang got the 
nod for production; the Comet Super Cyclone 
did not.
 The Super Cyclone’s fastback body shape 
was achieved primarily with a giant backlight, 
which wrapped down to the fender line. If 
the rear glass looks familiar, a similar curved 
backlight appeared on the 1964 Plymouth 
Barracuda. Pittsburgh Plate Glass (PPG) 
collaborated with Chrysler designers to produce 
this rear window for the Barracuda, the largest 
ever installed on a standard production car to 
that time.

Potential Mustang Sister Car Never 
Made It Into Production

 Whether Ford decided not to allow Mercury 
to share and possibly dilute the public’s 
enthusiasm for the Mustang or just didn’t believe 
it would be successful is up for debate, but 
for whatever reason, the Comet remained the 
Mustang’s stodgier cousin through 1978.
 It wasn’t until the 1979 model year and the 
introduction of the Fox chassis that Mercury 
glommed onto the Mustang, and with modest 
upscale styling changes, rebadged their version 
as the Mercury Capri. Performance of both the 

Mustang and sister Capri in 1979 could best 
be described as improved though marginally 
adequate. But given the government’s stringent 
emission and fuel consumption regulations of the 
era, power output was rated above average.
 The top engine choice for Mustang and 
Capri in 1979 was a 302 cubic inch (5.0 Liter) 
V-8 with an anemic 140 horsepower and 250 lb 
ft of torque. The Mustang would go on to be 
improved on the Fox platform until 1993 while 
the Capri only lasted until 1986.   q    
      — John Rudy

— By John Rudy

  The Mercury Comet Super Cyclone concept 
exhibited at the 1964 Chicago Auto Show never 
hit the production line.  — Internet photo

  The Comet Super Cyclone’s streamlined 
fastback design was developed around the large 
curved rear backlight.  — Internet photo

Cover
Story
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 Region Member Finds Himself On 
A Slippery Slope — By Daren Stonesifer

 I have been slowly transforming my 82 
Porsche 911 from stock to a much more capable 
combination street/track car. It seems, however, 
that every time one thing is changed, it leads 
to issues that require additional things to be 
changed.
 The most recent episode of this is related to 
a couple items that were changed at the same 
time. I determined that the factory shifter had a 
throw more like a rowboat than a performance 
automobile. So a Porsche factory short shift kit 
was installed.
 During the installation testing, somehow 
the transmission became engaged into two 
gears at the same time. This hasn’t happened to 
me since the old International farm tractor that 
I once owned. At least on the tractor, I could 
see all the shift linkage, and a quick wrap with 
a hammer would release the gears and put 
it back to neutral. Of course the Porsche has 
only one shaft going into the transmission, and 
after some frustration, I decided to give up. I 
have heard that after great trial and tribulation 
(actually rocking the car back and forth while 
screwing with the shifter) sometimes a Porsche 
could be brought back to only one gear or 
neutral, but I had better plans.
 I had been meaning to replace that 
transmission anyway. I had purchased a 
used, complete clutch type factory limited-
slip differential (LSD) at one point in my past. 
This seemed like the perfect opportunity to 
swap the transmissions. So I dropped the 
motor and transmission, cleaned up the engine 
compartment and motor, mated the LSD tranny 
to the motor, and installed them back in the car. 
Mind you it took a little longer than it took to 

write this paragraph.
 Meanwhile, also during this episode, I had 
decided that a tail (rear spoiler for you guys 
with the engine in the front) was in order. I had 
purchased a fiberglass IROC spoiler for the car 
and after around 40 test fits, removal, adding 
fiberglass, sanding, and reinstalls, that nasty job 
was over for now. I had an unpainted typical 
Porsche 911 tail.
 Finally I completed this round of 
modifications and it was time to head to the 
track. So off to Summit Point I go. It was 
November 7th and it was cold and windy. I 
really think they should rename that place 
to Windy Point. Of course the track was also 
somewhat cold.
 Once on the track, I made some delicate, 
deliberate shifts through the gears to make sure 
the new short shifter was working properly 
along with the changed transmission. I had 
recently broke another motor in another car 
with a short shifter because it decided to select 
the wrong gear for me. Perhaps rowing isn’t so 
bad after all?
 Once I was comfortable that all was well 
with the shifter, transmission, and tail, I started 
to open her up. There were a couple race trim 
Miatas in a group dicing it up behind me, and 
that looked like fun. I backed it down a little 
until the group caught up, I let a car or two 
pass and then it was back into the throttle.
 Some of you might scoff at a race Miata, 
but those cars are pretty amazing. With weight 
almost the same as my Porsche, and a little 
more than half the horsepower (95 - 107), they 
can really scoot around Summit Point. The cars 

(Continued on Page 8 - See “Slippery Slope”)
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Slippery Slope

(Continued on Page 9 - See “Slippery Slope”)

(Continued from Page 7)

in the faster Miata class can run 1:26 while 
the lowered class ones run 1:29 per lap. These 
times are pretty much in the same area as my 
E-Production race car at the fast end, and my 
track car at the slower end.
 The Miatas and I are having a great time 
dicing it up, trading places, and starting to 
pick up the pace. As we run thru turn four 
and down The Chute, I’m now cooking pretty 
good, somewhere around 100 mph. The Chute 
is somewhat of a downhill slope.
 After coming thru turn four, the car 
tends to get pushed to the inside of the track. 
You have a short moment to get the car 
straightened before getting on the binders 
hard. I’m hard on the brakes, but no harder 
than I would normally be approaching the 
sharp Turn 5 left, but the car is not slowing 
as it normally would. Then I see the smoke 
in my rear mirrors and smell 
the tires. My front tires are 
locking. Initially I thought only 
the driver’s side, but the Miata 
drivers said both.
 So I back it down a little to 
get myself collected, and start 
chasing the Miatas (they passed 
me on the slippery slope). We 
do another lap or two and all is 
well until I start pushing it again 
down the chute. Again, the tires 
lock, and smoke is everywhere.
 As I pushed thru other 
areas of the track, I noticed 
the handling was a little 
different. The car was pushing 
(understeering) more than I 
was accustomed. It had always 
been pretty neutral as long as 

you managed the rear end. It was particularly 
pronounced in the carousel and turn 10.
 As with most of my experiences where 
I encounter issues in performance related 
activities, I’m not very good at analyzing them 
and putting together the pieces of the puzzle 
during the activity. It is typically after the 
event is over, and I’m home and relaxed, that 
I’m able to think things thru.
 I had always heard that a tail on a Porsche 
would take a second or so off the lap time 
at Summit Point. I assume that is due to the 
downforce being applied to the rear end, thus 
increasing grip in higher speed corners and 
allowing for faster corner exit times. I had 
also read about guys who installed tails on 
Porsches experiencing a change in neutrality of 
the car.

The eternal search for more grip goes well beyond tire choice 
and limited-slip differentials. Aerodynamic elements like a rear 
wing add downforce and provide gains.  —  Daren Stonesifer photo
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Slippery Slope
(Continued from Page 8)

 I think I had conveniently forgotten 
the second aspect of the change, and was 
focused on the first part of this, the faster 
lap times. After thinking about it, I believe 
what was happening down the chute was the 
downforce was now greater on the rear of the 
car. That along with the cold track, caused the 
front tires to slide initially. Once they started 
slipping, I couldn’t get the nose to come 
down because I didn’t have enough bite.
 I also thought about the understeer issue. 
Of course with more rear downforce, the 
front end would have proportionately less 
grip and while the rear was now planted 
firmly, the front end would have a tendency 
to wash out somewhat. But what about the 
carousel? That’s not really a high speed 
corner and downforce shouldn’t have that 
much effect, right?
 Let’s go back to the other change made, 
the LSD. Spooled differentials, welded 
differentials, and even LSD’s, when locked 
due to acceleration, create more understeer, 
resulting in the car pushing.
 In summary, the handling characteristics 
of the car have now changed due to the 
tail and the LSD. It seems that I must now 
address the understeer either by applying 
downforce via a chin spoiler, or by changing 
the suspension to compensate. What a 
slippery slope I’m on!
 Here’s a video of the tire smoke taken 
by a friend of mine, Mark Flitcroft, two cars 
behind me on the track. I’m in the black 
Porsche 911: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=cod-BhFShJQ   q  
     — Daren Stonesifer

New Shelby GT350

 The highly anticipated performance car 
Ford has been teasing is the 2016 Shelby GT350 
Mustang, the first go-fast variant of the 2015 
Ford Mustang. And for the first time, Ford 
will bring to market a race-inspired flat-plane-
crank V-8 that supplies the Shelby GT350 
Mustang with more than 500 hp and 400 lb-ft 
of torque.
 Ford's upcoming performance vehicle 
has been revealed to be the GT350. The 
car's 5.2-liter V-8 engine is the most 
powerful naturally aspirated production 
engine Ford has ever built. Unique to the 
Shelby GT350 Mustang, the V-8's flat-plane 
crankshaft should deliver the lightning-fast 
responsiveness of a racing engine, and is also 
said to have a broad, flat torque output.
 The engine mates to a lightweight six-
speed manual transmission, sending power 
to the rear wheels through a standard Torsen 
limited-slip differential. Back in September, 
we confirmed that a flat-plane 5.2-liter V-8 was 
possible, and speculated that such an engine 
would find its way into the GT350.  q   — MT

Ford Shelby GT350 Mustang Screams With 
Flat-Plane V-8, 8000+ RPM Redline

The 2016 Shelby GT350’s drivetrain promises 
plenty of driving excitement.  — Motor Trend photo

— By Jason Udy, Motor Trend
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The Future Of Trans Am — By Alan Lesher

 The Trans Am series was on life support just 
a few years ago. This is not the first time the 
series found itself in big trouble. Back in the late 
1970’s, it nearly died due to rising cost, low car 
count, and rules creep. The answer was a more 
limited, 5 liter car very similar to existing GT1 
iron. It worked, for a while.
 The times and the cars have changed. 
SCCA created the World Challenge which 
moved Trans Am out of the spotlight. So, a 
group of private promoters, the Trans Am 
Race Company (TARC) stepped in to try their 
hand at running the show. (See the TARC press 
release below.)
 The big bore, high horsepower cars are still 
the stars; but there are 3 more classes running 
as well. They are TA, TA2, TA3 Muscle and TA3 
International.
 
TA Tech

The TA 
racecar is 
the ultimate 
performance 
machine for 
road racing 
in North 
America, and 

in order to produce the level of performance 
needed to live up to that title it takes a purpose 
built racecar with a lot of custom built parts.  
Performance: TA cars are capable of 
accelerating from 0 to 60 mph in under 3.10 
seconds, 0 to 140 in under 11.5 and posting 1/4 
mile times of under 10.8 seconds at over 136 
mph. Likewise, they can hit over 190 mph on an 
extended straight, while breaking capability is 
70 to 0 mph in less than 130 feet. 
 Bodies: Cars must maintain the recognizable 

external features of the manufacturer’s model 
while providing the necessary flares for 
racing slicks. The body is made of composites, 
including carbon fiber, Kevlar and fiberglass. 
Multiple bodies are allowed in the TA class but 
some headliners are the 5th gen Ford Mustang, 
the C5 and C6 Chevrolet Corvette, with a C7 
upcoming, and the Jaguar XKR. 
Wheelbase: Standard wheelbase is 102 to 110 
inches, depending on model. The maximum 
overall car width is 80 inches. 
 Spoilers/Ground Effects: Front and rear 
spoilers are allowed, but ground-effects are not. 
Engine: TA cars are powered by a 358 cubic 
inch, carbureted, overhead valve, naturally 
aspirated, V-8 engine. Engines cost around 
$25,000, produce well over 850 horsepower and 
run over a thousand miles before a rebuild. 
Suspension: Cars use a coil-over front and rear 
suspension with a live-axle rear end. Active 
suspension, telemetry, traction control and ABS 
brakes are not permitted. 
 Trans Am2 cars are also tube chassis, 
purpose built racers with less power and more 
weight.
 
Road Racing’s Future, the TA2 Racecar

The TA2 
racecar is 
a purpose-
built racing 
machine. 
Designed, 
built and 
tuned with 

only one thing in mind—performance. With 
engines restricted to just under 500 horsepower, 
longevity is promoted while not sacrificing 

(Continued on Page 11 - See “Trans Am”)
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The Future Of Trans Am
performance. So, yes, the TA2 race car is built 
on a cost effective platform, but it still produces 
speeds that are more than capable of raising 
eyebrows.
 TA2 is the reinvigoration of Road Racing in 
North America, iconic performance machines 
that are relevant from the track to the show 
room floor. They’ve attracted drivers in droves, 
quadrupling the class in 2012 and setting 
record attendances from race to race. They’ve 
put on shows of consistent side-by-side racing 
and continue to break their own track records 
and, as the platform becomes more and more 
refined, all while maintaining its cost controlled 
approach. 
 Challenger, Camaro or Mustang— there’s 
a car for everyone in TA2 and a place in the 
fastest growing class and series in road racing.  
 Trans Am3 cars are not tube frame and 
must retain the OEM chassis, body & floorpan. 
In addition, TA3 cars are divided into 2 sub 
classes: Muscle & International.

American Muscle Group: Rivalries Renewed
Pony wars. 
The big three. 
Detroit Iron. 
Call it what 
you will, the 
fact is that 
this is where 
rivalries are 

forged in both the paddock or in the driveway.
Camaro versus Mustang versus Challenger. It’s 
a rivalry that dates back decades. And just as 
the Big Three have fired up their assembly lines 
once again, Trans Am is bringing the power of 
American production back to the paddock with 
the American Muscle Group.

 Since the redesign of the Ford Mustang in 
2005 and the subsequent resurrections of the 
Dodge Challenger in 2008 and the Chevrolet 
Camaro in 2010, freeways across the United 
States have been reinvigorated by the return 
of true American muscle cars. Brand rivalries 
have been passed from father to son as the next 
generation draws their own lines in the sand 
amongst these iconic models. 
 Based on the 2014 NASA “American 
Iron” rules, the American Muscle group is 
limited to current generation Ford Mustangs, 
Chevrolet Camaros and Dodge Challengers—
keeping the focus on the iconic rivalries that 
fuel competition. With a dedication to only 
V-8 engines, production power is placed on a 
pedestal. 

American Muscle Group Tech 
Eligible Vehicles:
 ·  Ford Mustang 2005-2014
 ·  Dodge Challenger 2008-2014
 ·  Chevrolet Camaro 2010-2014
 All cars in the American Muscle Group have 
the weight to power ratio of 8.5 pounds per rear 
wheel horsepower. All vehicles must comply 
with a range of 380 to 430 horsepower and the 
appropriate weight.

The International Group: Homage to History
Based off of 
the SCCA 
GT2 class 
rules, the TA3 
International 
Group 
allows for a 
multitude of 

(Continued on Page 12 - See “Trans Am”)

(Continued from Page 10)



Page 12

The Future Of Trans Am
high-performance cars that fall outside of the 
American Muscle TA3 specs. From Porsches 
and BMWs to Ferraris and Vipers, there’s 
a space for nearly every driver’s taste and 
passion.
 The International Group carries on the 
Trans Am tradition that not all Trans Am 
cars are the fire-breathing products of Detroit 
inspiration; the history of Trans Am is one 
that shares a legacy with other makes and 
models as well. Peter Gregg powered a Brumos 
Porsche to a Trans Am Championship in 1974, 
and to this day Porsche holds eight Trans Am 
Championships. Likewise, Hurley Haywood 
drove an Audi 200 to a Championship in 1988.
The Trans Am Series was once a global testing 
ground where manufacturers battled for 
championships, and now in the International 
Group it is once again. 
 
International Group Tech
Eligible Vehicles:
 ·  BMW E36 1995-1999
 ·  BMW E46 2001-2006
 ·  Porsche 996 GT3 Cup 1998-2005
 ·  Porsche 997 GT3 Cup 2006-2009
 ·  Ferrari 430 Challenge 2006-2011
 ·  Dodge Viper ACR-X 2010
 ·  Chevrolet Corvette C6 2008-2014
 All cars must comply with the 2014 SCCA 
Club Racing Ceneral Competition Rules for the 
GT2 class. 
 
MIAMI, Fla. (Nov. 6, 2014) – The Trans Am 
Race Company (TARC) has announced an 
expanded 12-event schedule for the 2015 Trans 
Am Championship season, the 46th season of 
Trans Am competition. The 2015 Trans Am 
Championship will see the key addition of two 

new venues on the circuit, NOLA Motorsports 
Park (Oct. 11) and Circuit of the Americas 
(Nov. 8), for the Trans Am Season as well as the 
continuation of a multitude of historic homes for 
the Series.
“We’re extremely pleased with our list of venues 
and the overall flow for the 2015 Trans Am 
Championship,” said John Clagett, President of 
TARC. “We’ve managed to remove the extended 
breaks in the schedule while adding two new 
and exciting venues for Trans Am at NOLA 
Motorsports Park and Circuit of the Americas; 
it’s a wonderful sampling of road courses within 
reasonable proximity of major markets—with 
historic venues and contemporary tracks. We 
see the 2015 schedule bringing value for fans, 
drivers, teams, partners, promoters and all of 
Trans Am.”
 Trans Am will kick off the 2015 
Championship, as it has for the past two 
seasons, at Sebring International Raceway on 
Sunday, March 1 in what will be Trans Am’s 
tenth appearance at the Florida track.
 Several events within the 2015 Schedule have 
shifted from their dates in 2014, including the 
return of Trans Am to Lime Rock Park for the 
Memorial Day weekend, Trans Am’s traditional 
date at the Connecticut-based track.
 Trans Am will team with multiple series 
throughout the year, including two events with 
NASCAR Xfinity Series at Mid-Ohio Sports 
Car Course and Road America, while making 
multiple appearances with the Sportscar Vintage 
Racing Association (SVRA).
 “The Trans Am show is continuing to grow,” 
said Clagett. “We’ve had multiple grids in the 
fifties this year and only expect that trend to 
continue. Pairing with promoters and other 

(Continued on Page 13 - See “Trans Am”)
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The Future Of 
Trans Am

series will only help our show grow; the more 
people exposed to what Trans Am is doing 
and where Trans Am is going, the better.”
 The 2015 Trans Am Championship will 
conclude at Daytona International Speedway, 
in conjunction with Historic Sportscar 
Racing (HSR), for the third year in a row on 
November 14, 2015.
 
2015 Trans Am Championship Schedule
March 1 – Sebring International Raceway
April 12 – Homestead-Miami Speedway
May 9 – Road Atlanta
May 23 – Lime Rock Park
June 14 – New Jersey Motorsports Park
July 5 – Brainerd International Raceway
Aug. 15 – Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course
Aug. 29 – Road America
Sept. 27 – Virginia International Raceway
Oct. 11 – NOLA Motorsports Park
Nov. 8 – Circuit of the Americas
Nov. 14 – Daytona International Speedway*
*Subject to finalization of track/HSR agreement

  The new promoters are thinking outside 
the box. In some cases, way outside the box; 
and that is good for the sport. 
 Four of these races will be within 400 miles 
of Susquehanna region. There is an addition to 
the TA3 Muscle group.
 The 4th gen. Firebird was added to the 
list of eligible cars. I happen to own a race 
prepared 1998 Firebird TransAm. 
 You don’t suppose...TA3 Muscle...send 
lawyers, guns & money & I’ll give it a try. 
 That’s my story & I’m stickin’ to it!   q 
            — Alan Lesher

(Continued from Page 12)

Paveglio Home For 
Sale In Manheim

 Sorry for being a little off topic. I’ve moved 
to State College but still have my house in 
Manheim to sell.
 Home - 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, 1400 sq ft + 
600 sq ft unfinished basement.
 Garage - 1 car, 11 x 20 ft, finished with 
pegboard on nearly the entire length of one 
side. 2 car driveway.
 Nice quiet neighborhood, literally walking 
distance to grocery store, hardware store, auto 
parts store, and more.
$149k
 Email me personally with any questions or 
contact our realtor.

chris@paveglio.com

http://www.flexmls.com/link.
html?12knbfcuxn5y,5,1  q 
            — Chris Paveglio

Save up to 20%

Sign up for discounts on link
at SUSQ Home Page

A classified ad from our past Region 
Executive, Chris Paveglio
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 Rod’s Road House on Eisenhower Boulevard 
hosts a number of smaller car shows throughout 
the warm weather months. Actually, they’re 
more get-togethers than actual organized car 
shows. Rod’s shows let fellow car enthusiasts get 
together to shoot the breeze about their rides. On 
occasion, some rare classics and custom builds 
make an appearance, but most are stock or lightly 
modified examples. All are driven in; there are no 
trailer queens here.
 Good weather graced the season-ending 
October 4th gathering. An interesting mix of 
vehicles made the show.  q   — John Rudy

— By John Rudy

Yes, trucks can play too. This 1956 Ford pick 
up sports a Mack truck custom front end.

A combo of 1960’s British classics, a Mini 
carrying a Raleigh Chopper bicycle.

 A very fine example of a fully restored, period 
correct 1955 Chevrolet Bel Air.

1997 Lotus Esprit V-8, used in ‘97 and ‘98 as 
the PPG Indy Car World Series pace car.

 This 1968 Chevrolet El Camino Super Sport 
show’s off its 396 power plant. — John Rudy photos

Rod’s Road House Car Show
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2014 Region
Event Schedule

Jan. 28 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s
Feb. 25 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s

Mar. 8 Club Truck Cleanup
 25 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s
 29 Autocross #1 - Hersheypark, Large Lot
 30 Autocross #2 - Hersheypark, Large Lot

Apr. 5 RallyCross #1 - Farm Show, Elmerton 
  Avenue Lot
 22 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s

June    16-18 Carlisle Autocross (This event is not
   part of the series - no points)
 27 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s

June 1 Autocross #3 & #4 - Farm Show Lot,
  Double Event Day
 24 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s
 28 Novice School - Hershey, Giant Center
 29 Autocross #5 - Hershey, Giant Center

July 5 RallyCross #2 - Farm Show, Elmerton
  Avenue Lot 
 20 Autocross #6 & #7 - Farm Show Lot,
  Double Event Day
 22 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s
 26 RallyCross #3 - Farm Show, Elmerton
   Avenue Lot

Aug. 3 Autocross #8 & #9 - Farm Show Lot,
  Double Event Day
 26 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s
 31 Autocross #10 & #11 - Farm Show,
  Double Event Day
Sept. 23 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s

Oct. 11 RallyCross #4 - Farm Show, Elmerton
  Avenue Lot 
 25 Autocross #12 - Hersheypark, Large Lot
 26 Autocross #13 - Hersheypark, Large Lot
 28 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s
Nov. 25 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s
Dec. — NO December Membership Meeting
Jan. 17 Year End Banquet, Grantville Holiday

RENT THIS
SPACE

Sponsor Space Available — If you’d 
like to join our sponsorship ranks, we’ll 

make room for you. Contact me at 
mail@johnrudy.com for details. 

            

www.ssc-tint.com/

http://www.windingroad.com/

http://www.windingroad.com/
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Sponsor Space Available — If you’d like to join our sponsorship ranks, 
we’ll make room for you. Contact me at mail@johnrudy.com for details. 

3609 Hartzdale Drive
Camp Hill, PA 17011

Diagnostic & Repair:
Computer Diagnostic Service
Expert Brake Service and Repairs
Air Conditioning Svcs  & Repairs
Diagnose & Repair Chargintg Systems
Diagnose & Repair Driveline
Repair Overheating / Temperature Issues

Wheels & Suspension:
Mounting Tires up to 20”
Dynamic Spin Balancing
Computerized Wheel Alignment
Suspension and Front End Service
Weighting of Race Cars
Custom Alignments tailored for Racing
Custom Suspension Work

Maintenance:
Pennsylvania State Inspection
Certified Pennsylvania Emissions
Regularly Scheduled Factory Maintenance
Complete Tune-ups
Automatic Transmission Flushes
Fuel Injection Cleaning
Cooling System Services
Replace Windshield Wipers
Coolant System Flushes www.autocampusa.com(717) 761-8881

Monday-Friday 8:00am-5:30pm

Tell them

you saw the

ad in SUSQ

SCCA’s Squeal

Newsletter

1560 Old Mountain Road
Wellsville, PA 17365 • (717) 432-4116

Race Car Fabrication, restoration and preparation
Parts, fuel cells, safety equipment, and trailers, specializing in Porsche.
SCCA Tech Inspections and Novice Permits

www.aircooledracing.comwww.aircooledracing.com

Graphics by Chris Paveglio

PHOTOGRAPHY FOR BUSINESS

JOHN RUDY PHOTOGRAPHY

Digital Photography
for Marketing and

Corporate Communication

3800 HILLCREST ROAD, HARRISBURG, PA 17109
phone 717-545-9630   v   mail@johnrudy.com

Executive Portraiture AD
SPACE

AVAILABLE

1560 Old Mountain Road
Wellsville, PA 17365 • (717) 432-4116

Race Car Fabrication, restoration and preparation
Parts, fuel cells, safety equipment, and trailers, specializing in Porsche.
SCCA Tech Inspections and Novice Permits

www.aircooledracing.comwww.aircooledracing.com

3609 Hartzdale Drive
Camp Hill, PA 17011

Diagnostic & Repair:
Computer Diagnostic Service
Expert Brake Service and Repairs
Air Conditioning Svcs  & Repairs
Diagnose & Repair Chargintg Systems
Diagnose & Repair Driveline
Repair Overheating / Temperature Issues

Wheels & Suspension:
Mounting Tires up to 20”
Dynamic Spin Balancing
Computerized Wheel Alignment
Suspension and Front End Service
Weighting of Race Cars
Custom Alignments tailored for Racing
Custom Suspension Work

Maintenance:
Pennsylvania State Inspection
Certified Pennsylvania Emissions
Regularly Scheduled Factory Maintenance
Complete Tune-ups
Automatic Transmission Flushes
Fuel Injection Cleaning
Cooling System Services
Replace Windshield Wipers
Coolant System Flushes www.autocampusa.com(717) 761-8881

Monday-Friday 8:00am-5:30pm

Tell them

you saw the

ad in SUSQ

SCCA’s Squeal

Newsletter

Auto Air Conditioners • Auto Tops • Cruise Controls
Upholstering • Sun Roofs • Power Windows

Power Door Locks • Security Systems

1500 Paxton St., Harrisburg, PA 17104

UTO SEAT
COVER CO.

www.autoseatcover.biz
(717) 238-9611

Accessories - Restyling


