
 If this looks familiar it’s because it 
appeared in last month’s issue, but with a 
portion of the story missing. (My bad!)
	 Charlie	Demmy	puts	great	effort	and	
research	into	his	monthly	Car	Chatter	features,	
so in fairness to the story and to its author, 
I’ve reprinted the entire article instead of just 
an out of context correction. My apologies 
Charlie.	The	amended	version’s	omitted	
segment is highlighted. See Page 4.  q 
      — John Rudy, editor

 Corrected Version:
Car Chatter -
The Chocolate Hill

My First Serious 
Race Car

Wayne Carini participates in a tradition that 
began 55 years ago.  — John Rudy photo

 In the ‘70s and ‘80s I had owned and 
enjoyed a handful of British sports cars. I ran a 
few	autocrosses	in	the	mid-’70s	with	my	first,	
an Austin Healey Sprite, but it was a diversion, 
not	a	serious	effort.	My	weekends	were	
invested	in	off-road	motorcycle	racing	and	trail	
riding, so the sports cars were enjoyed on the 
streets and in occasional road rallying with the 
long defunct Suburban Sports Car Club.
 By 1980 my interest in dirt bikes had waned 
and I again turned to autocrossing, this time 
on	a	more	serious	note.	My	first	autocrosser	
was	my	fifth	and	final	British	roadster,	a	1973	
MGB. My story is on Page 6.  q   —John Rudy

Sports Car Club of America, Inc. - Incorporated June 29, 1959

September 2013

I started my 30-year autocrossing effort with 
this MGB, a true sports car.  — John Rudy photo
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AUTOCROSS COMMITTEE

SEPTEMBER 2013

 Great news! Henry Brillinger has secured 
a new site for RallyCross from the Farm Show 
management.	The	site	is	an	open	field	just	to	
the east of their satellite parking lot, which is 
located a short distance east of the main Farm 
Show Complex. More details in this issue.
 There are just two autocrosses yet to be 
run this year and they are important. The 
outcome of those October 26 and 27 events will 
determine	final	points	for	year-end	awards.	
Some of the classes are taking it down to the 
wire. If you’re running the autocross series 
events you should go to our region website at 
http://www.scca-susq.com/results.php to see 
where you stand in event results and up-to-
date series and PAX points.
 For those who don’t know, Jim Snyder 
is responsible for maintaining the autocross 
series points and has been doing so for many 
years. Jim keeps them current by updating 
drivers’ points after every event. It’s a tedious 
process	that	requires	accuracy,	but	the	
attention	to	detail	fits	Jim’s	exacting	nature.
 Another member with those characteristics 
is our website guru and R.E., Chris Paveglio. 
Chris makes sure the results and Jim’s updated 
points	get	posted	to	the	website	quickly.
	 Geoff	Craig,	Kate	Ritter	and	their	autocross	
setup team have done an outstanding job this 
season. You too can be part of the team with 
the October 26 and 27 events at Hershey. Your 
help would certainly be appreciated. Give 
Geoff	a	call	at	717-367-7853.
  I encourage each of our Region’s 287 
members to contribute material to this 
newsletter.	Send	your	stories	and	photos	to:		
mail@johnrudy.com   q    —  John

From the 
Editor’s 

Desk

Adam Moore & John Roscinski  — Co-chairs
RALLYCROSS COMMITTEE
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 The August Membership 
Meeting convened August 27, 
2013	at	Gilligan’s,	Harrisburg,	at	
7:30	p.m.	with	Regional	Executive	
Chris Paveglio presiding.
 Alan Lesher gave the 
treasurer’s report. He said the 
region has had a lot of income 
from the autocrosses, and the 
negative income he reported 
for the month was due to an 
autocross. Autocrosses 8 & 9 were 
not referenced in the printed 
results,	with	170-175	competitors	
total.
 Alan said he’d paid for the 
9/15	event	at	the	Farm	Show,	and	
had	paid	the	lot	rental	for	8/18,	
with	the	EMT	paid	and	pretty	
much up-to-date.
	 John	Rudy	had	a	question	
about the region income, which 
was discussed at length.
 Autocamp and Auto Seat 
Cover Company have paid their 
sponsorship monies.
 Alan Lesher also made the 
motion to approve the August 
minutes as published in The 
Squeal, with Dave Walter 2nd.
 Steve Limbert gave the 
membership report. We have 287 
members, which is an increase of 
4 from last month’s meeting.
 Regional Executive Chris 
Paveglio gave the web site report. 
Pre-registration is open for the 
upcoming double event at the 
Farm	Show	on	September	15th.	
Chris said he would be working 
on a web page overhaul, but this 
will take place late this year, or 
early next year. He had already 
changed the front page. He 

further thanked John Rudy for 
compiling and publishing The 
Squeal.
 John Rudy (re)introduced 
long term member Ed Womer. Ed 
moved south a few years ago, but 
he’s back in PA and is building 
a homestead in Perry County. 
Ed has been an SCCA member 
for	35	years	and	has	been	active	
in autocross road rally and road 
racing. He also builds Womer 
Formula Vee race cars to order.

OLD BUSINESS
 Henry Brillinger gave an 
excellent accounting of rallycross 
issues. A lengthy discussion from 
members present ensued.
 We then transitioned to the 
autocross events. Autocross co-   
chair	Geoff	Craig	mentioned	the	
start time of the double event 
could use some improvement.
 John Rudy asked why our 
region’s events didn’t appear on 
the SCCA National web site or in 
SportsCar. Henry Brillinger said 
he was working on a resolution to 
that issue.
 RE Chris Paveglio said CBS 
News 21 came to the last double 
autocross at the Farm Show, and 
their presentation of the event 
on TV was really well done. It 
should give the general public a 
positive view of an autocross.
 Henry Brillinger commented 
on the status of the Farm Show 
lot, with the removal of the jersey 
barriers and being cleaned up.
	 The	Truck/Trailer	committee	
is obtaining information from 
the	National	office	with	regards	

«  Meeting Minutes  «
to the needs of our region. 
With National ramping up to 
the Pro Solo Finale and Solo 
National Championships, this 
will take place after the middle 
of September when they’ve had 
time to catch their breath after 
these events. 

NEW BUSINESS
 Alan Pozner asked about 
the possibility of having an all 
Honda Fit autocross session, and 
has thrown down the gauntlet.

GOOD AND WELFARE
	 John	Rudy	showed	a	30-	
year-old copy of Stopwatcher 
from the Washington DC area. 
For many years the publication 
covered events all around 
the mid-Atlantic region. John 
referenced an article noting 
Susquehanna	Region’s	opening	
1983	series	event,	the	first	of	
13	that	year,	at	the	Farm	Show	
where	turnout	required	that	
we run 6 heats. Our annual 
autocross series were a hotbed 
of activity with some events 
drawing 200 entrants.
 Alan Pozner discussed 
how it was when he started 
autocrossing	15	years	ago.	Back	
then we didn’t have a novice 
program as we do today.
 There was more discussion 
about future rallycrosses.
 A motion to adjourn was 
made by Henry Brillinger, with 
Steve Limbert 2nd. Meeting 
adjourned	8:28	p.m.			q 
    Dennis Cipriany,
    Region Secretary
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Kings Of The Chocolate Hill
 The recently held Grand Ascent was the 
35th	anniversary	of	the	Hershey	Hillclimb.	
That inspired me to look back over the years 
and share with you who the fastest drivers 
were to charge up the hill.
 Let’s take a look at the three editions of the 
Hershey Hillclimb.
	 1.		The	original	held	1958-
1970	by	the	ASCC	-	25	events.
 2.  The Hershey Vintage 
Hillclimb held 2002-2008 by the 
SVVSCC - 7 events.
	 3.		The	Grand	Ascent	held	
2011-?	by	the	VSCCA	-	3	events	
and counting.
	 THE	ORIGINAL:	Dave	
Latsha started it all in the fall of 
1958	with	a	FTD	time	of	70.61.  
Dave was driving a Renault 
Alpine and as you will see his 
time was slow compared to later 
years.  During those 25 events 
times ran consistently in the 
high to low 50 second range.  
Corvettes ruled the roost by recording FTD ten 
times.  Most consistent was Al Loquasto with 
three FTDs and his best time was 53.71.  In 
1969 Ron Glick recorded a 50.82 making him 
at that point the fastest Corvette.
 Everything changed when Oscar Kovelski 
brought his Chevy powered Super Cooper to 
the hill in the spring of 1968 when he took a 
blazing	run	up	the	hill	with	a	49.63	sec.	and	a	
new hill record.  That was still the case when 
the last Hershey Hillclimb was held in the fall 
of 1970. Two drivers arrived that year, both 
driving Formula Fords and knowing that this 

would be the last opportunity to break Oscar’s 
record. They were Ron Light from Lebanon and 
Tim	Musser	from	Harrisburg.	Both	men	battled	
back and forth all day and when the smoke 
finally	cleared	Ron	had	a	49.68	sec.	and	Tim	had	
a 49.42 sec. giving him a new hillclimb record.

 And then the chains went across the road 
and hillclimbing at Hershey came to an end.           
Or so we thought!
	 HVH:	Fast	forward	to	2002.	The	hillclimb	
was	revived	due	to	the	efforts	of	new	HERCO	
CEO,	Scott	Newkam,	and	a	group	of	dedicated	
SVVSCC members. Not much had changed 
since 1970. The course looked the same, the 
same kinds of cars were running and many 
of	the	original	drivers	attended.	But	what	
was	different	was	30	plus	years	of	improved	
suspension and tire technology. On his third 

— By Charlie DemmyCar Chatter

(Continued on Page 5 - “Car Chatter”)

Ken Taggart with his Elden Super V reigns supreme as the 
record holder on the Hershey Hillclimb course.  — Jim Chichi photo

Amended

   Version
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run up the hill Merlin Miller driving a Sunbeam 
Tiger Established a new hillclimb record with a 
time	of	47.92	sec.	In	‘03	Stan	Van	in	a	Caldwell	
turned	a	48.92	sec.	Then	in	04’	Ken	Taggart	
arrived on the scene in an Eldon Super V 
looking very much like a downsized Indy car. 
He streaked up the hill establishing a new hill 
record	with	a	45.64	sec.	The	next	two	years	Ken	
also had FTD times in the 40 second range.
	 In	2008	Rex	Franklin	driving	a	modified	MG	
Midget turned in a time of 49.16 sec. Also at that 
same	hill	Gary	Wolf	driving	a	Corvette	had	a	
49.87	sec.	making	him	the	fastest	Vette	driver	to	
ever go up the hill.
 And then the chains went across the road 
and hillclimbing at Hershey came to an end.          
Or so we thought!
	 THE	GRAND	ASCENT:	In	just	three	short	
years the Chocolate Hill refused to die and 
once	again	returned	as	a	combined	effort	of	the	
AACA, VSCCA and supported by the SVVSCC.  
(Try saying that three times real fast.)  This 
is	truly	a	vintage	event	with	cars	like	a	1939	
MGTB, a 1948 HRG, and a 1912 Mercedes to 
name of few.
	 That	first	year	all	but	a	couple	VSCCA	
drivers had never seen the Hershey Hillclimb 
and	times	reflected	that	since	no	one	ran	under	
a minute.  The second year, the drivers now 
more familiar with the course and knowing the 
times turned in by drivers of the past, made it a 
personal goal to drive under 60 seconds.  And 
twelve of them actually did.
 This year four more drivers went under 
a minute making a total of 16 to accomplish 
that.		In	fact	two	of	them	are	getting	pretty	
close	to	the	magic	under	50	second	time.		They	
are	Graham	Long	in	a	‘58	Lotus	7	with	a	time	
of	52.42	sec.,	and	Wayne	Carini	in	the	Rutan	
Special	with	a	time	of	53.30	sec.

(Continued from Page 4)Car Chatter
	 So	there	you	have	it.	After	35	fantastic	
Hershey Hillclimbs and hundreds of drivers 
only	8	guys	belong	to	the	prestigious	under	50	
second	club.		Ken	Taggart	remains	the	fastest	of	
the	fast	with	his	2004	very	sweet	time	of	45.64	
sec.	and	he	now	reigns	as	the	overall	KING	OF	
THE CHOCOLATE HILL.   q      
          — Charlie Demmy

2014 ALMS 
Schedule
Jan	25-26	Daytona	International	Speedway
Mar	15	Sebring	International	Raceway
Apr 12 Long Beach Street Circuit
May 4 Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca
May	31	Detroit	Belle	Isle
Jun 29 Watkins Glen International
Jul	13	Canadian	Tire	Motorsport	Park
Jul	25	Indianapolis	Motor	Speedway
Aug 10 Road America
Aug 24 Virginia International Raceway
Sep 20 Circuit of The Americas
Oct 4 Road Atlanta   q   – Chris Paveglio

SCCA Milestone
Anniversaries
					Two	Susquehanna	Region	members	
received recognition in a recent issue of 
SportsCar magazine for their long-term 
continuous SCCA membership. 
     Congratulations to Ed Womer who now 
has	35	years	with	SCCA.	His	service	began	
August 1, 1978. Congratulations also go to 
George	Hartenstein	for	his	25	years	of	service	
beginning	August	30,	1988.			q 



Page 6

My First Serious Race Car
	 I	mentioned	last	month	having	owned	five	
British sports cars and that I had bought my 
first,	a	‘66	Sprite,	from	my	brother.	I	bought	
my	fifth	and	final	Brit,	the	Sprite’s	larger	and	
roomier	cousin,	a	‘73	MGB	Mark	II,	after	it	had	
passed through the hands of two of my sisters. 
Siblings can be a prime source for vehicles. A 
Car Fax isn’t necessary in determining a car’s 
history.	I	had	five	brothers	and	sisters	to	draw	
from and a fair number of vehicles circulated 
within the family.
 I also mentioned last month my occasional 
and	not-so-serious	mid-’70s	attempts	at	
autocrossing with the ‘66 Sprite and included 
a list of other British sports cars I’d owned, 
namely another Sprite, an MG Midget and 
two MGBs. While I was content with driving 
them	on	the	road,	by	the	time	I’d	acquired	my	
fifth	and	final	example	of	BMC’s	finest,	the	
‘73	MGB,	I	had	ended	my	affair	with	off-road	
motorcycling,	sold	off	my	bikes	and	with	the	
‘73	MGB	I	reentered	autocrossing	on	a	more	
serious note. That was mid-season 1980 and 
it	started	an	affair	that	kept	me	cruising	the	
pylons for thirty years!
	 I	joined	Susquehanna	Region,	SCCA	and	its	
chapter club Appalachian Sports Car Club in 
1980	and	hit	my	first	autocross	at	mid-season.	
That	first	season	was	rough.	I	didn’t	know	
squat	when	I	arrived,	and	it	showed.	And	like	
most	beginners,	I	got	my	butt	handed	to	me.	
It	didn’t	help	that	the	B	was	equipped	with	
some “Joe the Motorist’s Friend” discount tires. 
Nevertheless, through the remaining seven 
series events I improved steadily.  Of course, 
there was no way to go but up.
 I did some work on the B over the winter; 
got	rid	of	the	flexy	wire	wheels	for	a	set	of	
factory steels rescued from the junk yard, 

added a roll bar, a larger front sway bar and 
free-flow	exhaust,	rebuilt	the	Armstrong	lever-
action shocks, and popped for a set of Pirelli P6 
Cinturatos, one of the stickier tires available at 
the time. (I would have sprung the big bucks for 
the even softer P7s, but SCCA didn’t allow them 
in	stock	class	at	the	time.)	The	work	paid	off.	My	
D/Stock	‘73	MGB	carried	me	to	my	first	regional	
series	championship	in	1981,	finishing	first	in	six	
of the series’ 11 event.
 As enjoyable as the MGB was, come the 
1982 season I was looking for something with 
more	oomph	and	ended	up	in	F/Stock	with	a		
V8-powered	1975	Chevy	Monza	2+2,	but	that’s	
fodder for another story.

 But that’s enough about my exploits for now. 
I’d like to move to the topic of what makes a 
sports car a sports car. True, there’s something 
about top down motoring that can’t be easily 
explained, yet it certainly adds another level of 
enjoyment to the driving experience. All of my 
Brits were open top roadsters and were by all 
published accounts considered “sports cars.”

— By John Rudy

A ‘73 MGB roadster carried me to my first 
class championship in ‘81.  — Dave Snell photo

(Continued on Page 7 - See “First Race Car”)

Cover
    Story
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First Race Car
 But, what is a sports car? It’s apparent that 
just being a convertible doesn’t make a car a 
sports car. There are certainly hard top sports 
cars	as	well.	So	how	does	one	define	the	genre?	
There	must	be	a	definitive	description.	It’s	part	
of our organizations’ titles; Sports Car Club of 
America, Appalachian Sports Car Club, etc, so 
there must be something to it.
 Webster’s	defines	a	sports	car	as	“a	low,	
comparatively small, usually 2-passenger 
automobile	designed	for	quick	response,	easy	
maneuverability, and high speed driving.” Car 
& Driver adds, “Sports cars may be spartan 
or luxurious but high maneuverability and 
minimum	weight	are	requisite.”	While	a	car	like	
my	‘66	Sprite	would	most	surely	fit	into	most	of	
that	definition,	it	would	certainly	fall	short	on	
the	final	element,	high	speed.	With	published	
0-60	times	of	15.5	seconds	and	a	top	speed	of		90	
MPH,	the	Sprite	didn’t	fit	the	bill,	at	least	not	in	
stock form.
	 SCCA	and	our	Susquehanna	Region’s	
chapter clubs, ASCC, SSCC, SCCY and FCSCC 
were	all	formed	in	the	1950s,	a	time	when	
most recognized sports cars were of European 
decent, mostly English, German and Italian. 
By most journalistic accounts, except for the 
Corvette,	which	is	still	regarded	America’s	only	
true sports car, most American factory-built 
convertibles and cars scrutinized by Webster’s 
definition	have	been	referred	to	as	sporty	cars,	
not sports cars. Even the Thunderbird, Ford’s 
2-seater	response	to	the	Vette,	was	considered	
sporty, not a sports car. There were a few 
specials like the Cobra that certainly met the 
criteria, but they were limited editions.
 Even as sporty cars, in the mid-1970s a 
government regulation scare caused Detroit 
to stop building convertibles. It was the Age 
of Ralph Nader and convertibles were, by the 

(Continued from Page 6)

zealots’	definition,	unsafe	because	they	had	no	
roofs. So fearful Detroit just stopped building 
them. The government never really outlawed 
them, but there were always complaints about 
rattles	and	leaks,	so	Detroit	quit	building	
them. Buyers looking for open air rides were 
relegated to T-top and Targa-style roof panels. 
 Then in the 1980s, Lee Iacocca, who had 
taken over a troubled Chrysler, brought back 
the convertible. He had his company build 
the Chrysler LeBaron and sister Dodge 400 
convertible with great success. They were of 
course not sports cars, but the trend was picked 
up by GM and Ford and convertibles were once 
again on the American car buyers’ menu.
 Then, like a lightning bolt from the blue, the 
Mazda Miata appeared. In truth, the masses 
hoping for a small car for open-air driving 
pleasure really had their prayers answered in 
1989	when	Mazda	introduced	the	1990	MX5	
Miata, a true sports car in every sense.
 Wikipedia	says	of	the	Miata,	“The	MX-5	
was conceived as a small roadster – with light 
weight and minimal mechanical complexity 
limited	only	by	legal	and	safety	requirements;	
technologically modern, but philosophically 
descending from small British and Italian 
roadsters of the 1960s such as the Triumph 
Spitfire,	MG	MGB,	Fiat	124	Sport	Spider,	Alfa	
Romeo Spider, and Lotus Elan.”
 It’s obvious that Mazda aced the sports car 
formula. Motor Trend	declared	the	Miata	MX-5	
to be “the world’s best selling sports car.” 
Guinness Book of World Records says the same.
 I still have a place in my heart for the 
vintage British sports cars, but I’d have to be 
blind	not	to	see	that	the	Miata	offers	everything	
we’d ever wished for in an MGB with one 
stellar advantage - reliability. The 1990 Miata 

(Continued on Page 8 - See “First Race Car”)
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First Race Car
also	excelled	in	every	category;	fit,	finish,	
comfort, performance... you name it, ... except 
visual	appeal.	I’ll	be	the	first	to	agree	that	
Miatas	are	attractively	styled,	but	today	Miatas	
are everywhere. So many were built and we 
are so accustomed to seeing them we hardly 
notice them anymore. MGBs on the other hand 
were produced in numbers low enough that 
they were uncommon sights in their day and 
even more so wherever they appear today.
 Since its 1989 introduction, the Miata has 
become larger, heavier, more powerful and 
more	luxurious	in	its	amenities,	but	it	still	fills	
the bill as a true sports car. 
 Except for a few die-hard purists, those 
who’ve driven both the MGB and the Miata 
can’t overlook the fact that the Miata outshines 
the MGB on every level.
 The Miata rejuvenated the genre of top-
down sports cars for the masses, but it doesn’t 
settle	the	issue	of	what	is	or	is	not	a	sports	
car. Certainly a Honda S2000 or Porsche 
Boxster	fits	the	description,	but	what	about	a	
Subaru WRX or any other pumped up 4-door 
family sedan? There’s no doubt about their 
sportiness, but are they sports cars?   q    
       —  John Rudy

(Continued from Page 7)

I had the opportunity to co-drive Ed Golla’s 
‘96 Miata R for two seasons. — John Rudy photo

Region Scores Big 
At Summit Point
 Pennsylvania Hillclimb Association held 
a	track	trial	on	the	Jefferson	circuit	at	Summit	
Point on Labor Day weekend. A dozen drivers 
from	Susquehanna	Region	were	on	track.	All	
did well; however, one did an outstanding  
job,	winning	his	class,	posting	FTD	and	setting	
a new class record.
      Driver                    Car          Finish       Class 
		Bryan	Fritzler							‘03	Fritzler
      1st in CSR, FTD and a new class record
  Dennis William    ‘98 Mercedes AMG
						5th	in	ESP
  Don DeHart           ‘98 Neon
      1st in FSP    
  Alan Lesher            ‘96 Neon
      1st in T4 and a new class record
		Paul	Behofist										‘70	Porsche
      1st in E-Prod.
  Dave Miller             ‘62 Triumph
      2nd in E-Prod.
		Craig	Bucher											‘85	Toyota
      1st in F-Prod.
		Don	McLaughlin				‘63	Renault
      1st in GTL
		Rod	Holtzapple							‘06	roadster
      1st in Inex
		Ken	Taggart														‘97	Cheetah
      1st in DSR
		Kurt	Eikenburg								‘00	Prince
      2nd in DSR
		Greg	Hagan														‘73	Lola
      2nd in CF      
	 Congratulations	to	Bryan	for	a	terrific	
performance	and	to	all	the	other	Susquehanna	
Region	drivers	for	a	good	effort.		If	anyone	
else from the region was there, sorry if I 
missed you.  q    – Alan Lesher

— By Alan Lesher
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Finding A RallyCross Site
 We ran a successful RallyCross event at 
Susquehanna	Speedway	on	November	18,	
2012.  However, the site presented some 
problems. The inner rail around the track and 
the	structures	in	the	infield	limited	the	way	
the	course	could	be	configured	and	we	had	
some misunderstandings with the owner so we 
began looking for another site for our events in 
2013.
	 The	first	place	I	looked	at	seriously	was	
the property owned by the Williams Grove 
Historic Steam Engine Association. The 
president of the Association accepted my 
proposal and said he would be willing to rent 
a portion of their lot to us. However a few days 
later he let me know that his board of directors 
was not willing to let us use the lot.
 Then I contacted a nearby landscaping 
business and farm operation located on the 
Williams Grove road. Their business parking 
lot could serve as parking, paddock and grid 
space	and	5	acres	of	their	field	would	serve	as	
the course site. Initially they seemed receptive 
to the idea but then they had second thoughts 
and sent me an email and declined by saying 
they were afraid it would “ruin their stand 
of alfalfa and really didn’t want to go in that 
direction.”
 Then I tried Williams Grove Speedway. 
I	met	with	the	staff	there	and	asked	if	we	
could use a portion of the parking lot that is 
located between turn two and the main road. 
It is a large lot (it was once an airport) and 
they rarely if ever use the northern portion of 
the	lot.	The	staff	said	they	would	pass	on	my	
proposal to the owner but they doubted that 
she would be interested. I pursued the idea no 
farther.
 I talked to Carlisle Productions about using 

their lot and they said if their lease would allow 
it they saw no problem with it. But on closer 
inspection,	I	found	the	lot	to	be	only	175	feet	
wide for over half its length with an access road 
along	one	side	(we	would	have	to	stay	75	feet	
away from it according to SCCA rules) and a 20 
foot drop onto the turn pike on the other side. I 
didn’t pursue it.
	 It	was	suggested	to	me	that	the	field	across	
the road from the Army Heritage Center located 
near Carlisle might work. I doubted that the 
Center would be sympathetic but I checked the 
tax	rolls	to	see	who	owned	the	field.		I	found	
that much of the lot was owned by “The United 
States of America.” I didn’t know who to call.
 Then I contacted Trail-Way Speedway near 
Hanover and received a positive reception. We 
ran	our	first	RallyCross	this	year	there	in	May	
and it went well. There was no inner rail around 
the track and there were very few obstacles in the 
infield	that	presented	problems	for	course	design	
and	the	staff	did	a	nice	job	of	smoothing	the	
transitions	between	the	track	and	the	infield.
 But the dust was overwhelming. 
Management said they would try some dust 
control ideas for our second event there and if 
the dust could be controlled they would likely 
agree to a third event there. We never found out 
if the dust controls worked because the second 
event was rained out by a torrential rainstorm. 
We didn’t schedule the third event.
 Then in August I contacted Rausch Creek 
Off	Road	Park.	This	is	a	site	for	4	X	4	off	road	
enthusiasts	to	go	“wheeling”	on	3000	acres.	
The Park had been intended to become the 
location of a road racing track back in 2002.
The	Susquehanna	Region	and	five	other	
SCCA regions formed the Anthracite Racing 

— By Henry Brillinger

(Continued on Page 10 - See “RallyCross Site”)
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Finding A RallyCross Site (Continued from Page 9)

Association to sponsor club racing on that 
track.		Susquehanna	Region	was	represented	
on the Association by members Larry 
Shaffer,	Alan	Lesher	and	Henry	Brillinger.	
Each	region	contributed	$500	to	operate	and	
promote the races there but due to a number 
of problems neither the original organizer nor 
the partnership that followed ever completed 
the track. My visit with the manager of the 
Off	Road	Park	and	a	ride	with	him	around	the	
facility	showed	that	little	if	anything	there	was	
suitable for RallyCross. The original track’s 
infield,	which	I	thought	might	be	useful	to	us,	
was planted in soybeans. A very interesting 
7/10	mile	dirt	road	course	cut	through	what	are	
now	corn	fields	would	be	great	for	a	short	stage	
rally but not for a RallyCross. 
 Then I visited a farmer up in Perry County 
that	indicated	that	he	might	rent	some	fields	to	
us when I talked to him eight years ago when 
we used his property for a check point for the 
Rattlesnake	Ridge	Rally	that	the	Appalachian	
Sports Car Club ran there. But things had 
changed. He now uses no-till farming where 
the seeds are inserted into the ground and no 
earth is moved. It turns out that most farmers 
are	now	using	the	no	till	technique	and	few	
retain	any	earth	tilling	equipment.	Therefore,	
farmers are not interested in us making furrows 
where they don’t want them in ground that 
they	can	use	to	grow	corn	at	a	profit	of	$200	an	
acre. But the farmer did suggest that I take a 
look at Buck Motor Sports Park located 10 miles 
south of Lancaster.
 Buck Motorsports Park runs tractor 
pulls and demolition derbies. While their 
competition area there is not suitable for 
RallyCross	their	parking	lot	looked	attractive.		
But before I pursued that idea further, I had 
the	occasion	the	visit	the	staff	at	the	Farm	Show	

on	another	matter.	While	taking	to	the	staff	at	
the Farm Show, I asked them about a large lot 
on Stanley Drive located near them with an 
abandoned residence that might be available 
as a site for RallyCross. Lo and behold, they 
said that their Elmerton Drive lot might work 
for us for RallyCross. I took a look at the lot 
and agreed. We later agreed on a formula for a 
rental price with measurements to be made to 
determine the exact price.
 Based on my measurements, the price 
seemed to be acceptable so we reserved a date 
of	Sunday,	November	17,	2013	for	our	next	
Susquehanna	RallyCross	to	be	held	on	the	
Elmerton Drive lot. See the article elsewhere in 
The Squeal for details about that lot.
	 In	identifying	and	acquiring	a	RallyCross	
site,	it	is	better	to	be	lucky	than	good.			q   
      — Henry Brillinger

The Farm Show site’s right hand border (above) 
and what may serve as paddock next to 
Sycamore Road (below). — Henry Brillinger photos
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Our New RallyCross Site

 Our new RallyCross site, outlined in black here, is located next to the Farm Show’s overflow 
lot. A flea market operates there on Sundays from May 1 to October 30, so during that period 
we would have to hold our RallyCross events on Saturdays.
 The areas that are shown between the track site and Elmerton Ave are community gardens. 
The light gray lines on the site are light gravel deposits used as guides when they park 
livestock trailers there rather than on the main parking lot during the various shows that are 
held at the Farm Show and Expo Center.
 The track is located where there was once an airfield, I was told by Farm Show staff. There 
is still an airfield to the right of the lot, but it is for radio-control model airplanes. You can find the 
lot by entering 1300 Elmerton Ave, Harrisburg PA into your GPS.   q      – Henry Brillinger

RALLYCROSS

N
Ù

— By Henry Brillinger

Just Added: Sunday, November 17, 2013

Google Earth
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Driving A Formula Car
 

— By Chris Paveglio

A day at the autocrosses includes wrenchin’ 
and preppin’. It’s all part of the fun.

 Over the past few years I’ve had the 
opportunity	to	autocross	several	different	
kinds of cars. Last year, Mark Rosson kindly 
let me co-drive in his FWD Honda Civic. 
This year, Greg Hagan has most graciously 
allowed	me	to	co-drive	along	with	Kate	Ritter	
his	C-Modified	Lola	Formula	Ford.	It’s	a	1973	
chassis with a Ford 1.6L engine, 4-speed. I 
think it weighs in around 900 lbs.
 In the winter Greg spent a lot of time 
cleaning and rebuilding almost all of it. The 
previous owner must have been Peter Pan, 
because	the	skinny	seat	was	molded	fiberglass	
with	deep	sides.	I	could	not	possibly	fit	in	it,	
and	neither	could	Greg	nor	Kate.	The	original	
plan was to try to make a bead foam seat 
after	some	flat	aluminum	was	installed.	But	
the aluminum never materialized, so the seat 
was	carefully	modified	by	taking	the	sides	
down	via	circular	saw	so	it	was	mostly	the	flat	
bottom	part.	Then	we	just	had	to	craft	some	
new inserts for each of us.
	 Ken	Taggart	did	the	car	setup	for	us	at	his	
shop.	Ken’s	got	so	many	years	of	experience	
and it wasn’t just car setup, it was car setup 
and a couple of fun stories too.

Greg and Chris share driving duties in C-Mod 
with the Lola.  —  Amanda Paveglio Photos

 All the work Greg and I tried to do to 
visually	straighten	the	car	were	pretty	much	
totally	wrong,	which	was	evident	once	Ken	
had the car set properly. That’s why we hire 
experts.
 One additional interesting piece we have 
for	the	car	is	Kate’s	pedals.	Since	she	is	shorter	
than Greg and I, there needed to be a way to 
adjust things for her. A thick seat insert is part 
of it, and the other is a set of “pedal extenders” 
that we swap in between heats. It gives her the 
position she needs while being a relatively easy 
swap	in/out.
 Driving the car is... well it’s a real race car 
and it’s a blast! It has very few compromises. 
Getting	in	and	out	is	a	slow	process;	there	are	
no great places to step or place your hands. 
There is only one place to step into the car. 
Then you have to lower yourself, straighten 
your legs and carefully slide them to the 
pedals. The side edge of the body has a small 
place where it touches the inner frame and it 
will take enough pressure to lower yourself.
 Belts can be done by yourself, after some 
practice.	The	seat	bottom	is	unpadded,	my	

(Continued on Page 13 - See “Formula Car”)



Page 13

Driving A Formula Car
back insert is hard foam. But once I’m in and 
strapped	tight	it	really	doesn’t	matter.	If	I	were	
road	racing	for	more	than	15	minutes	maybe	
I’d	like	a	better	form	fitted	seat.	The	foot	box	is	
so small that even with my left foot against the 
frame, my driving shoe still overlaps the clutch 
pedal about half way. I must remember to keep 
off	the	pedal	and	hold	my	foot	over	as	I	drive.	
The gas and brake are close together and I can’t 
left foot brake because the steering shaft goes 
down too far between my feet.

 At idle the car vibrates and hums, there 
are ticks and clinks. But it’s not meant to idle. 
The	shifter	is	short	but	does	have	a	little	dead	
area. Waiting at the autocross start line to go, 
my leg gets tired holding the clutch for very 
long.	I	have	to	push	it	pretty	far	and	use	all	of	
my foot extended. I can pull it out of gear and 
rest.	Engaging	the	gears	sometime	requires	
feathering the clutch and then trying to gently 
push the shift lever. There are no syncro’s so 
if the gears are spinning a bit there is always 
some	clatter	when	they	mesh	together.	Once	the	
light turns green, the car is easy to launch at a 
decent RPM.
 Wheelspin happens, and really should, in 

It’s a tight squeeze. Driver changes take 
ample time and careful maneuvering.

(Continued from Page 12)

order	to	get	a	little	extra	heat	in	the	tires.	The	
steering is direct and immediate, and not power 
assisted of course. At speed, the steering gets 
heavier but not greatly. The acceleration is 
like no other road car. The sensation is of pure 
speed, wind blowing around my helmet. It’s not 
the kind of wow grunt acceleration from a big 
car	with	high	HP.	Instead,	it’s	quickness.
 Geared low for autocross means shifting 
quickly.	No	clutching	required,	just	a	very	firm	
and	quick	pull	on	the	lever,	and	ever	so	slight	
modulation	of	the	gas.	Speed	builds	quickly	
and it’s oh so easy to get intoxicated and lured 
into staying on the gas longer than you should. 
There’s a corner coming up. The mod car brakes 
really well in a straight line. Braking during 
cornering is trickier.
 The Lola is easy to let break away 
quickly.	There’s	speed	available	soon	as	
you’re straightened out. There’s braking 
available, straight also. It responds to steering 
immediately. For autocross though, I’ve found 
that	the	car	is	so	light	and	has	so	little	weight	
on or over the tires, that the line between grip 
and no grip is very tiny. And it actually has less 
raw grip than my mind thinks it should have 
for being “a real race car”. And this is where I 
find	the	car	somewhat	of	a	paradox.	Both	Greg	
and	I	have	been	getting	faster	and	are	near	the	
top of raw times, but the car feels like we are 
down on grip and having to tippy toe around 
some corners. Compare that to my experience 
last year in the Honda with R tires (more tire 
than seems possible), where it had loads and 
loads	of	grip.	I	felt	I	could	fling	it	into	the	corner	
without braking and it would stick even if it 
was	raining.	My	Trans	Am	required	braking	but	
once weight transferred to the outside, it stuck 
well (or well enough) with predictable slide 

 

(Continued on Page 14 - See “Formula Car”)
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Formula Car
(Continued from Page 13)

before it got sideways. The Lola doesn’t have 
much weight to transfer and thus “feels” like 
it lacks grip on corners, compared to street 
cars.	Oversteer	comes	on	quick	and	requires	
fast	reflexes	and	a	real	connection	to	the	car	
and	paying	attention	to	what’s	going	on.
	 We’re	running	used	R35	tires,	and	we	
could	opt	for	new	R25s	at	some	point.	I	
wonder though if it would be enough to catch 
Allen	and	Denise	Kugler	or	Mike	Snyder	on	
some courses, where their heavier, fendered 
car can transfer weight directly over a tire 
under braking and cornering at the same time. 
At	the	last	event,	I	was	5	seconds	behind	Ian	
Baker in Snyder’s Honda CRX, and in a mod 
car that seems like an eternity to make up, 
considering I’m already at what appears to be 
the limit of cornering grip.
 The Lola, as a real race car, is perhaps 
designed more for straight line speed, and 
decent cornering. But the majority of road 
race track time is straights punctuated by 
corners, sometimes longer corners. Autocross 
is	different.	It’s	all	cornering	with	seldom	a	
real straight zone to accelerate. But that makes 
it no less fun to drive at autocross, it’s just 
a gentler driving approach than going full 
power on a racetrack.
 It’s a fantastic experience to drive at any 
speed or track. I’ve had a great time driving it, 
and even more appreciation for what the pro’s 
do at the limit.  q      – Chris Paveglio

 Round 11 and 12 of the Mid-Atlantic Road 
Racing Series took place over the Labor Day 
weekend at the Summit Point. All events were 
on the 2-mile track. Our Region drivers and 
their	Saturday,	Sunday	and	Monday	finishes:		
     Driver                Class       Car         Finishing 
Chuck Buczeski       ITS      Datsun 240z
    Sat. 7th            Sun. 10th           Mon. 7th 
Alan Lesher             T4        Dodge Neon
				Sat.	3rd												Sun.	2nd							Mon.	not	entered
Gary Shenk             SSM      Mazda Miata
    Sat. 18th           Sun. 17th           Mon. 22nd

Jim Roberts             SSM      Mazda Miata
				Sat.	23rd											Sun.	21st											Mon.	14th
David Gernet            FF       Van Diemnn 
				Sat.	3rd													Sun.	7th													Mon.	2nd
Angela Slocum        FF        Van Dieman 
				Sat.	4th														Sun.	3rd												Mon.	4th
Brian	Vitz																SRF								SRF
     Sat. 24th            Sun. 22nd         Mon. 20th  
  Lesher did not enter on Monday; but did 
have an unusual race on Saturday. The race 
group employed a split start. The ITB class 
cars would start in the second group and all 
other	cars	would	start	in	the	first	group.	The	
second group pace car keeps the pack about 
a	mile	back	from	the	first	group.		It	should	be	
easy to administer. Well, not this time.
 The second pace car went on track before 
all of Group One was out of the false grid.  
There were a couple rows of Group One cars at 
the head of Group Two. I was one of them. We 
started our race a mile behind the pack. While 
there was no hope of catching up, I can say 
that I had the pole for a race in which I was not 
entered. That’s my story and I’m stickin to it. q     
     – Alan Lesher

Racers Endure 
Heat At Summit

— By Alan Lesher
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Instructors Needed 
for BRAKES School
	 The	team	in	Manheim	that	is	putting	on	
the	BRAKES	Teen	Driving	School	needs	some	
more instructors for the September 28-29 
weekend. If you are free either or both days 
and can help instruct, please let Nick Young 
know	asap	at:	dakracer@hotmail.com or call 
him at 717-278-4020.
	 The	instruction	is	not	difficult.	Each	day	
has 2 sessions (morning & afternoon), each 
session has 4 “groups” of kids. There is a 
wet skidpad (fun!), lane change, and ABS 
engagement course. You would have to talk 
to	the	2-3	teens	in	your	car	as	they	drive	the	
segment	(you	stay	at	one	exercise	for	the	1/2	
day session). Give helpful instruction to newer 
drivers	and	embellish	how	these	techniques	
have helped you avoid accidents on the road, 
and any other sagely advice that it relevant 
and	fits	into	the	course	objectives.	It’s	not	
advanced road racing or autocross, just basic 
“be safe” skills. I know many of you could 
easily handle the level of instruction the 
program	gives.	Getting	you	familiar	with	the	
exercises and program is very simple.
 As I’ve said before, our great driving skills 
can be put to real, tangible good by helping 
with instructing teens.
 If you step up and be an instructor for a 
day or two, please contact Nick right away.  q    
     – Chris Paveglio

— By Chris Paveglio
 Coming up this week is Ron Howard’s 
movie RUSH - based on the true story of Niki 
Lauda and James Hunt in the 1976 Formula 1 
season. Chris Hemsworth (Thor, The Avengers) 
as Hunt, and Daniel Bruhl plays Lauda.
	 The	film	has	been	touted	as	being	the	most	
realistic	racing	film	since	Grand	Prix.	Filming	
was done with replica vehicles created just for 
filming,	and	not	as	much	3D	effects	as	other	
recent	race	films.	The	film,	from	the	trailers,	
clearly	has	a	moody	yet	vintage/nostalgic	look	
to the tone and color of the imagery.
	 The	film	opens	Friday,	September	27th.	
Go	support	good	racing	films	and	see	this	in	
theaters!   q    – Chris Paveglio

Rush Movie Is 
Opening This Week

— By Chris Paveglio

Rush’s Chris Hemsworth as James Hunt and 
Baniel Bruhl as Niki Lauda.   — Rush website photo
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 Paul Eckstein 
was a long-time 
SCCA friend, 
going back to 
my 1970’s and 
early 1980’s 
flagging	and	
communications 
days at Watkins 
Glen, Pocono, 
Summit Point 
and Road 
Atlanta. He was 
respected for 
his level-headed 
and	quick	response	to	anything	that	happened	
on track in front of his station. He was also a 
member of the Washington Rally Club, running 
events in the US and Canada.
 I hadn’t seen him for many years but when 
the Hershey Vintage Hillclimb came onto the 
scene, he came from Virginia to volunteer 
for the weekend as a corner worker. Being a 
loving and caring uncle to his nephew, Tony, 
he brought him along as his “assistant corner 
worker”.		Paul	attended	HVH	almost	every	
year it took place but had to stop eventually 
because of issues with his knees.
 Paul was a real gentleman and one of the 
good guys and will be remembered fondly 
by all who knew him. He was a member 
of DC Region, but there are members from 
Susquehanna	Region	who	flagged	with	him	or	
just knew him from being at race events. He 
was	71	years	old	and	died	on	September	2,	2013	
of	a	heart	attack.	
If you would like to read his obituary and 
messages left by his family and friends, visit 
www.legacy.com/obituaries/washingtonpost	q       
              – Suzi Zimmerman

Paul Eckstein working the 
Hershey Hillclimb. 
         — Suzi Zimmerman photo

We Remember...

  Artistry on Wheels - Motorshow
  Saturday, September 28
  Saturday’s Artistry on Wheels Motorshow 
is a celebration of the automobile’s cultural 
impact upon society as rolling sculpture, 
not merely as a transportation tool. Artistry 
on Wheels allows over 10,000 Harvest of 
the	Arts	attendees	to	visually	sample	your	
automobile’s beauty, power and purpose.
 Artistry on Wheels will be made up of two 
distinct	groups:
 -  One group will be open to all British made 
automobiles in recognition of the original 
Meeting	of	the	Marques.		
 -  The other group is open to Sports Cars and 
Sports-Touring Cars representing geographic 
regions – classes being North American, 
European and Asian. A ‘Wild Card’ class 
is added for the replicar community, likely 
dominated by the popular AC Cobras and 
Porsche Speedsters.
  Artistry in Motion - Driving Tour
  Sunday, September 29
	 As	much	as	we	may	like	showing	off	our	
cars at the Artistry on Wheels Motorshow 
there are some of us who are driven to drive. 
That is what the Artistry in Motion Driving 
Tour is all about. Artistry in Motion will 
include an exclusive tour that ends with a 
luncheon	at	the	Allenberry	Resort.	Go	to:	
http://www.meetingofthemarques.com/
Home_Page.html    q       — John Rudy

Meeting Of The 
Marques Festival
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2013 Region
Event Schedule
Jan. 22 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s

Feb. 14 Executive Board Meeting at Gilligan’s
 26 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s

Mar. 26 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s

Apr.   6 Autocross #1 at Large Lot, Hershey 
     7 Autocross #2 at Large Lot, Hershey
	 23	Membership	Meeting	at	Gilligan’s

May						5	RallyCross	#1	at	Trail-Way	Speedway, 
   Hanover
      18-19  Carlisle Autocross (not a series event)
 28 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s

June	 	2	 Note	change	-	Single	Autocrosses	#3
   at Farm Show Complex, Harrisburg
	 25	Membership	Meeting	at	Gilligan’s	
  30	Autocross	#4	at	Giant	Center,	Hershey

July	 		7	Double	Header	Autocrosses	#5	&	#6
   at Farm Show Complex, Harrisburg
 21 Autocross #7 at Giant Center, Hershey
	 23	Membership	Meeting	at	Gilligan’s
 28 RallyCross #2 at Trail-Way Speedway,
   Hanover

Aug. 18 Double Header Autocrosses #8 & #9
   at Farm Show Complex, Harrisburg
 27 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s

Sept.	 15	Double	Header	Autocrosses	#10	&	#11
   at Farm Show Complex, Harrisburg
 24 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s
 29 Note change -RallyCross Cancelled!

Oct. 22 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s
 26 Autocross #12 at Large Lot, Hershey
	 27	Autocross	#13	at	Large	Lot,	Hershey
Nov. 17 NEW! RallyCross at Farm Show’s 
   Elmerton Avenue satellite lot. 
 26 Membership Meeting at Gilligan’s
Dec. — NO Membership Meeting this month

Jan.	 18	Year	End	Banquet,	Grantville	Holiday

RENT THIS
SPACE

Sponsor Space Available — If you’d 
like to join our sponsorship ranks, we’ll 

make room for you. Contact me at 
mail@johnrudy.com for details. 

            

www.ssc-tint.com/

http://www.windingroad.com/

http://www.windingroad.com/
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Sponsor Space Available — If you’d like to join our sponsorship ranks, 
we’ll make room for you. Contact me at mail@johnrudy.com for details. 

3609 Hartzdale Drive
Camp Hill, PA 17011

Diagnostic & Repair:
Computer Diagnostic Service
Expert Brake Service and Repairs
Air Conditioning Svcs  & Repairs
Diagnose & Repair Chargintg Systems
Diagnose & Repair Driveline
Repair Overheating / Temperature Issues

Wheels & Suspension:
Mounting Tires up to 20”
Dynamic Spin Balancing
Computerized Wheel Alignment
Suspension and Front End Service
Weighting of Race Cars
Custom Alignments tailored for Racing
Custom Suspension Work

Maintenance:
Pennsylvania State Inspection
Certified Pennsylvania Emissions
Regularly Scheduled Factory Maintenance
Complete Tune-ups
Automatic Transmission Flushes
Fuel Injection Cleaning
Cooling System Services
Replace Windshield Wipers
Coolant System Flushes www.autocampusa.com(717) 761-8881

Monday-Friday 8:00am-5:30pm

Tell them

you saw the

ad in SUSQ

SCCA’s Squeal

Newsletter

1560 Old Mountain Road
Wellsville, PA 17365 • (717) 432-4116

Race Car Fabrication, restoration and preparation
Parts, fuel cells, safety equipment, and trailers, specializing in Porsche.
SCCA Tech Inspections and Novice Permits

www.aircooledracing.comwww.aircooledracing.com

Graphics by Chris Paveglio

PHOTOGRAPHY FOR BUSINESS

JOHN RUDY PHOTOGRAPHY

Digital Photography
for Marketing and

Corporate Communication

3800 HILLCREST ROAD, HARRISBURG, PA 17109
phone 717-545-9630   v   mail@johnrudy.com

Executive Portraiture AD
SPACE

AVAILABLE

1560 Old Mountain Road
Wellsville, PA 17365 • (717) 432-4116

Race Car Fabrication, restoration and preparation
Parts, fuel cells, safety equipment, and trailers, specializing in Porsche.
SCCA Tech Inspections and Novice Permits

www.aircooledracing.comwww.aircooledracing.com

1560 Old Mountain Road
Wellsville, PA 17365 • (717) 432-4116

Race Car Fabrication, restoration and preparation
Parts, fuel cells, safety equipment, and trailers, specializing in Porsche.
SCCA Tech Inspections and Novice Permits

www.aircooledracing.comwww.aircooledracing.com

Auto Air Conditioners • Auto Tops • Cruise Controls
Upholstering • Sun Roofs • Power Windows

Power Door Locks • Security Systems

1500 Paxton St., Harrisburg, PA 17104

UTO SEAT
COVER CO.

www.autoseatcover.biz
(717) 238-9611

Accessories - Restyling


